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HERE IT IS! 
THE NEW JEEP CJ-7! 
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EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS 
WANTED INA Cu... 
AND MORE! 


MORE ROOM: Now there’s i 
extra room behind the rear Y ¥ 
passenger seat. Lift the AA ! 
easy opening hatch and AA 

load 'er up with camping 
gear or cargo. 


NEW METAL 


SIDE DOORS with roll- 
down windows and vinyl 





NEW HARD TOP AVAILABLE: 
You can top off your CJ-7 with this 
sturdy removable hard top that is as 
good looking as it is durable. (Choose 
black or white.) 


NOW AVAILABLE 
WITH AUTOMATIC 
his TRANSMISSION: 
~ } : The added convenience 
a 2 of optional automatic 

transmission is now 









from the weather. \ 96 JEEP 

4-wheel drive system gives you exceptional TOP PERFORMANCE: 

the hubs manually. famous 4-wheel drive vehicle in the world. 
From a Subsidiary of 


door trim panels give added 
insulation and extra protection 
| available in a CJ. 
NOW QUADRA-TRAC n That's big news! 
AVAILABLE: Our optional exclusive I 
control on-road and on the toughest trail Y CJ-7 has all the get up and go 
—automatically! No need to engage you’d expect to find in a CJ—the most 
Jeep wrote the book on 4-wheel drive 
Jeep "7 CJ-7 
® 
American Motors Corporation 
CIRCLE NO. 32 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 












November 1975 Volume XXVI No. 11 


Road Tesis 


50 Can-Am 175 MX-2 

‘Bombardier’s unchanged signature still reads power 
70 BMW R75/5 

For a lot of money, peace and composure 
98 Yamaha RS 100C 


Six cubic inches with horsepower! 


um » 
Features 
31 The Thousand Dollar Hurricane 

If you really want a 103 hp Z-1, here it is. By Jess Thomas 
37 The Mantlepiece 

A luminous expression of the coachbuilder’s craft. 

By Phil Schilling 
55 Because It’s There 

Of grizzled men and grizzled terrain. By Sam Moses 
85 Ear Drumming 

Hammers and anvils need love too. By Gordon Jennings 
86 The Gentlemen’s Express 

Flashy performance in muted garb. By Gordon Jennings 
























P. Thomas Sargent, Publisher 5 
Cook Neilson, Editor C titi 
Phil Schilling, . Executive Editor OMPE | ION 
BEI-W=SLe]l| ; inagin. itor 
er, 78 Laguna Seca: A Matter of Small Edges 


Gordon Jennings: Redicurit Wherein duHamel got corkscrewed again. By Phil Schilling 


J Th : ni i ` 
Mu E Se 82 John Boote and the Suitcase Caper 
r d A most inspiring tale of unflinching resolve. By Phil Schilling 


M tB h ri tion Diri r 
A C UM 93 Bonneville: The Salt Peers Deeply 


Paul R. Halesworth, Art Director Where the knowers get records and the guessers get burned. 
Teri Lamoureux, art Assistant By Cook Neilson 
96 Marty Dickerson’s Small Crusade 
Michael Shuter, Contributing Editor _ The quest was everything, the failure was insignificant. 
Jim Greening, Contributing Editor ? By Cook Neilson 


Kevin Cameron, Contributing Editor 
Beverley Collins, Editorial Assistant 


"Iments 
Joe Mesics, Associate Publisher MIR] 


nee 4 Editorial/This Engine. . . ./Cook Neilson 

andy Pelton, Midwestern/Southeastern 
Sales Representative 6 Letters /Mozart and Motorcycles 

11 Pipeline/Dunlop After Daytona/Jim Greening 

14 Tips/Z-1 Money Savers 

76 CYCLE Road Test Index 

Edward D. Muhlfeld, Publishing Director 117 Classified Ads/Goods And Services New And Used 


121 Readers Service/How To Find What You Saw And Liked 


John C. Kohr, Western Ad Representative 
Linda J. Sutton, Western Sales Representative 


This month's Cover: These two bikes both 
celebrate radical change. One makes 103 hp and 
the other looks like it ought to; one at the drag 
strip, the other in the living room. Photography by ` 
Larry Willett. 


COPYRIGHT © 1975 BY ZIFF-DAVIS PUBLISHING CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 














“TRICKIT” 
FOR FORKS... 


HONDA ° YAMAHA 
KAWASAKI 
SUZUKI & CZ 


& SHOCKS... 


KONI 

BOGE 
THERMOFLOW 
(Yamaha) 


B FREE CATALOG! 
^ WRITE TODAY — 





HONDA 


e SUPERB DAMPING 
e BETTER CONTROL 
e INCREASED TRAVEL 


KIT NO. H101 
Fits CR250, XL250, XL350, MT 250 


ONLY $9995 


(Add $1.00 handling & shipping; 
Calif. residents 6% sales tax) 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Number One 
Products Inc. 


8210 So. Sorensen, Santa Fe Springs, Ca. 90670 





STOCKER or CHOPPER? 


We've got a Heat Quencher for your scorcher! 


If you have a places in 
Mini-cycle, a between, or 
Midi-cycle, or a beyond, as the 
Maxi-cycle, we've case may be! 
got a cooler for Sportster, 
your bike! From Superglide, 
an XR-75, through Electraglide, 


CB-360 to 750F, Triumph, Norton, 


and a lot of BSA, Kawasaki 





900Z, or Yamaha Available in black 
650. We've gota epoxy enamel or 


fully brazed gleaming chrome, 
cooler, loaded to provide cool, 
with high engine saving 
performance, performance. From 


lanced offset fin $49.95. California 
to cool your hot residents add 
machine. state sales tax. 


LOCKHART 
Tti ay 


15707 uns idis Paramount, 
Ca. 90723 (213) 774-2981 
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Marty Smith Sets New Late in the 1975 AMA motocross season, Team Honda rider 


" Marty Smith won his sixth consecutive National 125cc moto- 
AMA Professional Record. cross event, putting to rest the old mark of four consecutive 
victories. T'he 18-year-old Smith, on a Honda RC-125, not only 
won six Nationals in a row, he finished first in both motos in 
each of the six victories to sweep each overall win. The high- 
performance Elsinores™ at Honda dealers have the same qual- 
ity and dependability built into them. See them today! 


ir South Carolina rider Skip Wyman won his second consecutive 
Enduro Rider Wins Southeast Enduro Rider’s Association overall championship. In 


Major Championship the process, he’s put over 5,500 miles on his Honda XL-175. 
ona Honda. Over mountains, beaches, rivers and swaraps. Wyman picked 
the XL-175 two years ago because of its lightness, quickness, 
handling and suspension. He’s riding it again in the 1976 season 
for the same reasons. With the record he’s compiled, it’s hard 
to argue with his decision. 


Holiday Gift Ideas at Honda can help make your holiday even brighter with 29 


Honda motorcycles to choose from. Road bikes. Dirt bikes. 
Your Honda Dealer. Bikes for on /off-road riding. For outdoorsmen there are Honda 
Power Products. And for the children there’s the sensational 
new Kick 'N Go™. A scooter was never like this. For gifts under 
the tree there’s Hondaline™ riding apparel: touring and off- 
road riding boots, BriteStripe™ helmets, road and MX gloves, 
all-weather riding suits and more. Only at your Honda dealer’s. 


Hond a GL-1000 Noted Dubbed the largest motorcycling event in Europe, with over 60 


Er member nations participating, the Federation of International 
at International Rally. Motorcyclists this year held its annual rally in Lublin, Poland. 
And for the first time there was a representative from the United 
States, motorcyclist Al Henning of Chatsworth, California. He 
was recognized with a special award for traveling the furthest 
to participate. The bike he selected to go the distance was the 
Honda GL-1000. 


CR’s are designed primarily for motocross use and are sold “as is "without warranty. 
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éditorial 


This Engine... . 


9 Finally, after more than five years of 
little problems that led to unfortunate de- 
cisions that brought forth unsuccessful 
reorganizations which created serious 
labor disputes leading to production 
stoppages and soaring expenditures and 
ham-fisted governmental intervention, the 
whole dusky problem complicated further 
by international fiscal imbalances, infla- 
tion, recession, rapid progress by com- 
petitors and tiny droplets of 
oil accumulating at unlikely 
times in unlikely places, the 
remains of the British motor- 
cycle manufacturing empire 
finds the hot water it has been 
sitting in these past years has 
come to a full, rolling boil. 
Cycle has chronicled, | am 
told fairly, the modern history 
of the BSA-Triumph-Norton- 
Villiers struggles and mergers 
and retrenchments; the re- 
cent decision announced by 
Mr. Eric Varley, England’s 
Industry Secretary, to with- 
hold needed public funds 
from Norton-Triumph is the 
last chapter of a saga that for 
more than a half-decade has 
depressed and uplifted and 
finally depressed those of us 
who define ourselves as 
hard-core motorcycle peo- 
ple—if you like, freaks. 

At last count Norton- 
Triumph was in the public 
pocket to the tune of about 
fifty million dollars. A con- 
sulting company, representatives of which 
Tom Sargent and | met six months ago, 
submitted a report commissioned by Mr. 
Varley that elaborated on the problems 
plaguing the British motorcycle industry. 
Briefly, the report discussed market share 
loss stemming from a concern for short- 
term profitability—even in the Superbike 
category, where the British elected to 
stand and fight, their share slipped from 
49% in 1969 to 9% by 1973. The report 
also highlighted what the consultants saw 
as a product cost position that was fun- 
damentally uncompetitive with that of the 
Japanese, and a manufacturing cost po- 
sition made lethal by low volume and 
political squabbling. In its conclusion, the 
report brought forth three alternative 
strategies that might sustain the British 
motorcycle industry: low volume and high 
retail prices, high volume and low retail 
prices, and an intermediate strategy. But 
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in the end the report recommended 
against all three, and Varley, wishing to 
keep good money from madly galloping 
after bad, turned down Norton-Triumph’s 
request for desperately-needed additional 
funding. 

Salvation has threatened continuously 
since the beginning of the slide in the late 
Sixties, not necessarily in the shadowy 
guise of hotsy-totsy fiscal acrobatics (al- 





though there have been enough of those 
to stagger even Robert Vesco), but in the 
slightly less shadowy guise of Engi- 
neering. The Triumph Trident and the BSA 
Rocket Three, rationalized to take advan- 
tage of tooling used in the manufacture 
of 500cc twins, came in the late Sixties 
to save the British—but ran head-on into 
the Honda CB-750 and Kawasaki H1 500 
Blue Streak. In the early Seventies, Engi- 
neering introduced the BSA Fury and the 
Triumph Bandit, a pair of 350 four-stroke 
cammers that would rip off a chunk of 
the middleweight market and put the Jap- 
anese in their place. But the bikes could 
not be mass-produced . . . and never 
were. Meanwhile, Norton's Bob Trigg had 
perfected the Isolastic concept to better 
control that big twin's Niagara of vibra- 
tion, which worked, which could be in- 
corporated on an assembly line basis, and 
which added years to the life of an engine 








that had already lasted years too long. 

The Norton is with us still, as is the 
Trident. But as the years flashed past the 
Triumph twins have departed, and all the 
BSAs, and all the four-stroke thumpers, 
and all the AJSs. Two models are all that 
remain—nice, expensive maybe, but nice. 
Old? All right, old too, and clearly just 
enough to turn aside salvation. 

But wait. There is this engine. Don't 
bother me with facts about 
60% of the Wolverhampton 
factory’s machine tools being 
20 years old or older, or facts 
about the intransigence of 
the British worker, or facts 
about sit-ins and receivership 
actions and coffers grown 
cold and empty. | want to tell 
you about this engine, draw- 
ings of which | saw at Kitts 
Green in June of 1974. This 
engine is a water-cooled ver- 
tical parallel twin four-stroke, 
750cc in displacement and 
scarcely larger than a Honda 
200cc twin. It is tiny for a 750, 
short and narrow, and more 
than a year ago it was crank- 
ing out 96 bhp and doing it 
for hours at a time. It has 
double overhead camshafts 
pushing against inverted 
bucket followers, driven by a 
Gilmer-type belt. It has four 
valves per cylinder and bal- 
ancer shafts fore and aft, 
three oil pumps and a 
screw-on oil filter. It is fun- 
damentally two cylinders from the all- 
conquering Cosworth Formula 1 V-8 
Grand Prix race motor, and it is the most 
arresting motorcycle engine l've seen 
since the Kawasaki Z-1. Because of its 
narrowness and configuration it can be 
mounted extremely low in the chassis, 
because of its lightness the cycle parts 
that surround it do not have to be exces- 
sively heavy, and because it's water- 
cooled and a four-stroke, emissions and 
noise shouldn't be difficult problems. Nor 
does it necessarily have to be a twin, or 
a 750; | was shown drawings of a 1000cc, 
four-cylinder version as well. In racing 
trim it has (or had) as good a chance as 
anything to disrupt the nonchalance with 
which two-strokes inhale prize money; as 
a street engine it has (or had) everything 
going for it that freaks like me admire, 
particularly the promise of big power 


(Continued on page 26) 
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Motorcycle Boom Means 

Big Profits for Repairmen 

Cycles are big business...and 
so is fixing them! There are 
more than 3 million motor- 
cycles registered in the U.S. 
today. Plus an estimated 3 
million more dirt bikes. But, 
there are fewer than 10,000 
motorcycle mechanics avail- 
able to repair them. (Imagine 
only one mechanic for every 
600 cycles!) No wonder 
career opportunities are so 
great for the skilled repair- 
man. And they’re getting bet- 
ter every day! The door is 
open to you now. Rush cou- 
pon for FREE “Motorcycle 
Mechanic Career Kit.” 


Cycles are big business 


Registered Motor- 
cycles in U.S.A. 
5 Source: Stat. Abs. of 
— U.S.A. Prepared by 
Bur. of Census 
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2 Millions 


165267) 69 71-4 738"75* 
Every year gets bigger. With 
sales forecast of over a 
million cycles a year, you 
can easily see there could 
be ten million motorcycles 
au the road in a very short 
ime. 


Motorcycle Shops Need Qualified Mechanics 

Has your bike ever been out of action waiting for needed 
repairs? It happens to almost everyone! It seems motorcycle 
shops just can’t keep enough mechanics on hand to take 


care of everyone. Wherever you 


go all over this country, 


you'll find motorcycle shops looking for qualified mechan- 
ics...and they pay good money too! g 


Million New Cyclists 

Motorcycle sales are going 
through the roof! The estimate 
of a million new motorcycles 
bought this year is probably 
low—and now with gasoline 







ow YOU CanBeA — 
MOTORCYCLE =: 
MECHANIC 






Experts show you what to do, how todo 
it... guide you every step of the way 
to become a skilled motorcycle mechanic. 


If you like to ride a bike for fun...learn how to fix it for 

profit! Can you imagine a better way to earn your living? And 
best of all, the pay is great — whether you choose to work in a 
cycle shop for somebody else or decide to start your own cycle 
repair business. Now, thanks to North American, there's a 
fast, easy way to get the training you need ... at home in your 


spare time. No need to quit 
School or job. Experts show 
you step-by-step everything 
from minor tune-ups to major 
overhauls. 


You Get the Tools 
You Need for a Fast Start 


We send you the special cycle 
tools and test instruments you 
need. This set of precision 
tools is yours to use during 
your training...and yours to 
keep in your action-packed 
career. You actually learn by 
doing— with the tools in your 
hands—getting the practice 
you need to become an expert 
motorcycle mechanic. 
Everything is explained in 
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Work Out of Your Home! | 


It’s easy to get started once you 


> liya 
A al 
NO pps E Wiry = 
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qualify as a motorcycle mechanic. — 


Just let your friends and neigh- 
bors know you're ready to repair 
cycles in spare time—or if you'd 
rather, get a full time job ata 
motorcycle shop or dealer. 





easy-to-understand language; complete with drawings, diagrams 
and photographs. You'll learn engine design, carburetion, elec- 
trical systems...as well as how to adjust and repair frame, 
wheels, shocks, transmission, valves, everything you want to 


know from routine maintenance to a major overhaul. 


Start Your Own 
Cycle Repair Business 


shortages and higher prices, 
you can just imagine how 
many people are going to be 
switching from automobiles to 
motorcycles for their regular 
transportation...not to men- 
tion the thousands upon thou- 
sands of new dirt bike riders 
who are discovering the thrills 
of this action-packed sport. 


More Girls - More Bikes Each Year 
If you've been riding your bike for fun 
the past few years, you can see for your- 
self that more and more girls are taking 
up the sport. And this means more bikes 
every year...and a bigger demand for 
motorcycle mechanics. So get in on the 
action... get in on the fun— start making 
£ood money as a motorcycle mechanic. 
BS the coupon today for free “Career 
i ae 


You'll Be the Center of Attraction 
in Your Circle of Friends... 

Enjoy the admiration of friends 
and neighbors as they flock 
around to watch you tear down 
and tune up all kinds of motor- 
cycles. And just think of the 
satisfaction in knowing you've got 
the best performing bike in town. 
Plus, you can make extra dollars 
fixing motorcycles for friends 
and neighbors. 
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NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR. 
4500 Campus Dr., Newport Beach, CA 92663 
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Your future as a motorcycle 
mechanic is in your own 
hands. The big demand means 
you can decide for yourself 
whether you want to work for 
someone else or get into your 
own cycle repair business. 
Start in your spare time 
repairing cycles for friends 
and neighbors—or get a job 
with a motorcycle shop! After 
youve been a working 
mechanic, you can decide 
whether you want to start 
your own profitable repair 
business. 


SEND FOR FREE CAREER KIT 
Get all the facts now... with- 
out obligation. Be the first in 
your neighborhood to cash in 
on the big demand for motor- 
cycle mechanics. Mail the cou- 
pon, today sure! 


Mail Coupon Now! 
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i Careers by Home-Study 
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Mozart and Motorcycles 


| was quite astonished to find the anal- 
ogy comparing the Honda CB 550 exhaust 
system with Dennis Brain playing Mozart 
on the French horn. According to one 
friend, “Motorcycle racers go to the wild- 
est parties every night, listen to the 
loudest rock music, and possess an 
advanced case of V.D." If my friend is 
correct, 99.9% of your readers never 
heard of Mozart, no less of Dennis Brain. 
| suggest that you are deliberately trying 
to confuse the vast majority of your 
readers by this vain attempt to put a little 
culture in their lives. Another friend 
seriously remarked, ‘‘Bob, what kind of 
a bike did Mozart ride?" 
Bob Tracz 
New York City, New York 


LACKING 
Generally, | think, it is not the motorcy- 
cles, but your riders who lack cornering 
ability. 
M. P. Brinkley 
Miami, Florida 


WINDJAMMER III 
Your August issue was a welcome relief 
to touring riders—as welcome as a tavern 
serving hot ham and cheeses with 25¢ 
drafts. Besides the excellent road tests 
of the eight big ones, the fairing tests were 
also useful. So useful, in fact, that | imme- 
diately bought a new Windjammer III for 
my 550 Four. My only quarrel with your 
article is the reference to ‘‘storage 
pockets covered with quality leather 
flaps." I’m afraid your staffers need a 
class in Vinyl Identification 101, for that 
is the material used in the flaps on my 
‘Jammer. 
Bill Stermer 
Daleva, Michigan 


OFF THE STREETS 

Your Editorial (“Off the Streets,” July), 
plus some urging from friends prompted 
me to enter myself and my stock Suzuki 
380 in the 410 production class race at 
Nelson Ledges in Ohio last week. Your 
"reasons for avoiding the race track” fit 
me to a tee until | actually went. | found 
that expense included gas to and from 
the track plus fifteen dollars entry fee. 
Losing wasn't hard to take after all, in 
fact | found that | was reasonably com- 
petitive. Did | have the respect of the other 
racers? You bet! No reason to be embar- 
rassed. The last reasons but not the least 
important, injury to rider and bike. Well, 
on the 8th lap of my 10 lap race, while 
making a move for 5th position, | left the 
track at 80mph and glanced off a wall 
of tires at 7Omph. Needless to say | got 
my share of minor abrasions and bruises, 
and my bike suffered about $75 of dam- 
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age. Was | lucky? Yes sir. But most of 
my luck was the lack of stationary, solid 
objects at a race course. | don’t even like 
to think about what might have happened 
if l'd hit a tree or a car at that speed 
instead of tires. | like to go fast and will 
continue to do so, but believe me if 9/ 
10ths plus driving is what a biker is into, 
the race track is the only place to do it. 
See you at the races, where an ambu- 
lance is always nearby and telephone 
poles and four-wheeled vehicles are not. 
David B. Douthat 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 


SLOW RIDE 

| was motivated to write this letter after 
reading Jimmie Long’s feature, “Slow 
Ride To Frustration.” A not too good, but 
highly motivated trials rider myself, | 
spend half my time trying to explain to 
other motorcycle people what trials is all 
about. Long’s story is by far the best I’ve 
read about the sport I’ve come to love. 
It gave both a good idea of what trials 
people are about, but more importantly 

to me, what a trials meet is all about. 
Trials has to be by far the best rider- 
oriented cycle sport around. Unlike so 
many other cycle sports, it is based strictly 
on the riders themselves, and virtually 
impossible for big promoters to take ad- 
vantage of, as they have with moto-cross 
and many of the other go-fast events. The 
sport is designed for rider enjoyment, with 
nature conservation in mind. What else 
can one ask for in today’s world? Your 
participation can do nothing but help ed- 
ucate the cycle public to a super sport. 
Jake Huyett, P.R. Director 
Topeka Trials Club 
Topeka, Kansas 


STONE AXE 

As a one-time owner of a 200cc Metralla 
and a present owner of a Benelli 250 
Super Sport (and a Ducati 750 GT—a 
smooth and humongous stone axe, if ever 
there was one) | greatly enjoyed Phil 
Schilling’s article on the Maico MD 250. 
With the advent of the thoroughgoingly 
automotive Honda Gold Wing and Suzuki 
RE-5 Rotary, it is fitting that someone 
should pay some attention to the road not 
taken, and pleasing that someone still 
occasionally holds forth in print for mo- 
torcycling "the way it ought to be." 
(Though it was a bit sobering to read at 
age 30 that one is an old fogie. Ah, well.) 
While | might personally prefer “fencing 
foil" to "stone axe” as a descriptive term, 
| think Mr. Schilling was quite fair to this 
genre of motorcycles, and only wish more 
people had had the opportunity to ride 
them. Most who rode my Metralla or Super 
Sport marveled at the handling, agility, 


and all-around fun of riding, but then 
got back on the automatic-goggle-wiper- 
equipped Far Easterners and hummed off 
in splendid insulation into the darkness 
(albeit along a far better illuminated path 
than the Bultaco was able to provide!). 
Whatwith the Benelli apparently no longer 
available—l've given up all hope of road- 
going Buls coming back—and the Maico 
not to be imported, it seems that all one 
can do is hope that someone like Bom- 
bardier will come out with a road-going 
Can-Am 250 FSA (Federalized Stone Axe) 
sometime in the future. Such a bike woüld 
be eagerly anticipated, and in the mean- 
time would certainly be my nomination for 
Cycle's next project bike. 
Patrick L. Ogle 
Austin, Texas 


If the Maico MD250 is a "Stone-Axe" 
motorcycle, what is it doing with two 
mufflers? 

Mike Cameron 
Pictou, Co., N.S., Canada 


Okay, you have tempted the over-thirty 
cyclists for long enough! First, It was the 
selection of the Honda Super Hawk as 
a classic, and then recalling fond memo- 
ries of the X-6 Suzuki. How about an issue 
featuring all of those great bikes that 
made the mid-sized cycles what they are 
today? We old nostalgia buffs would get 
a blast out of it, and the younger cyclists, 
who consider anything older than an 
RD-350 as ancient, might appreciate 
some of the things we older-types had 
to put up with. My first cycle was a CB-72 
that | bought new in '63. | had a CB77 
until last month, when | bought a CB400F. 
That CB77 and CB72 series were cycles 
with unbreakable engines, but with trans- 
missions that needed an extra gear. With 
its transmission shortcomings, it still had 
gobs of soul. So how about a capsule 
comparison of: Yamaha YDS-3C or YM-1 
vs. RD-250 or RD-350; Honda CB77 vs. 
CB-400F, then a recollection of the Bul- 
taco Metralla, Ducati Diana MK Ill, and 
possibly the 200cc Triumph Tiger Cub 
and the HD/Aermacchi 250? These bikes 
got a lot of us started (once we got them 
started). 

Don Stone 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 


TRADING UP 

| had been riding my faithful Yamaha 
350 for three years and the time had come 
to replace it with a larger bike more suit- 
able for touring (but | wanted to maintain 
my Sunday morning status) so | launched 

a search with your magazine. 
Somehow 750s and 900s seemed too 

(Continued on page 25) 
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4. Ranchero* 8. Maverick Stallion 

2. Pinto Wagon* 9. 4x 4 Pickup* 

3. Mustang I 2+2* 40. Mustang I Stallion 2+2 

4. Courier Pickup” 14. Pinto Runabout” 

5. Pinto Stallion 42. Mustang T Stallion Hardtop 
6. Sports Bronco” 43. Mustang I Cobra I 

7. Econoline Van* 


“These vehicles are shown with aftermarket 
products added by their owners, such as special 
paint, wheels, tires and others. 








TRUCKIN). 


It was back in '61 
whenthose little 90-inch 
wheelbase Ford vans 
first came on the 
scene. The others soon 
followed with their 
vans. In a few years, 
vans were really 
happening. 


Then in '69 Ford intro- 
dùced anew Econoline 
With the engine shoved 
forward, and with 
better styling. Again, 
the others followed. 


For '76, it's another 
"again: Ford sets the 
pace for the others to 
follow. The new 
Econoline Van has 
body-on-frame con- 
struction. And it retains 
that proven Ford 
twin-l-beam front 
suspension. 

With the engine tucked 
forward, the '76 
Bgeonolige has more 


room on fhe inside. 
For engines, a choice 
of economical 300 Six, 
rugged 351 V-8, or the 
biggest-in-the-industry 
460 V-8. Order a four- 
speaker AM/FM stereo 
tape system, Cruise 
Control, dual batteries, 
high-back Captain’s 
Chairs that swivel, and 
privacy glass in the 
rear windows. 


But there’s more to 
truckin’ than factory 
equipment and 
options. Like the 1976 
Econoline Vans shown 
here in black and in 
yellow, or our new 
Flareside F-100 (upper 
right), truckin' is imag- 
ination expressed with 
special paint, after- 
market wheels, and 
more. Just add your 
great ideas to ours. 
Be sure to check your 
Ford Dealer to deter- 
mine compatibility of 
special wheels and 
tires for your vehicle. 











Econoline Van 
Standard Features 


FUNCTIONAL— 300 CID 
Six with solid state 
ignition - 3-speed fully 
synchronized trans- 
mission - Power front 
disc brakes - Twin-l- 
Beam front suspension 
- Computer selected 
front coil springs 

- Body-on-frame con- 
struction, with rubber 
body mounts - 24.6- 
gallon fuel tank 

- Choice of hinged or 
sliding cargo door. 


APPEARANCE & CON- 
VENIENCE —Full-foam 
driver's bucket seat, 
adjustable five inches 
fore and aft - Color- 
keyed vinyltrim - Color- 
keyed windshield trim 
moldings - Fresh air 
heater/defroster 

- Dome lights for front 
and cargo areas. 





Notes 


OPTION AVAILABILITY: 
Some features pre- 
sented are optional at 
extra cost. Some 
options are required 
in combination with 
other options. Availa- 
bility of some models 
and features de- 
scribed may be 
subject to slight delay. 
Ask your Ford Dealer for 
the latest information 
on options, prices and 
availability. 
AFTERMARKET ITEMS: 
Many of the items 
shownon cars on these 
pages are available 
through retail organi- 
zations and establish- 
ments not connected 
with the Ford Motor Co. 
Availability, price, 
quality, durability of 
these items rest solely 
with their manufacturer 
and sales organization. 
Be sure to check your 
Ford Dealer to deter- 
mine compatibility of 
special wheels and 
tires for your vehicle. 












, FREE WHEELIN 
Kn AUT 






$T A E 


. Find out more about 


these fancied-up, free- 
wheelin' Fords. 


Ask about our free 24- 
page book, "Free 
Wheelin;" from your 
Ford Dealer. 





Pipeline 


Dunlop After Daytona 


® Look here, I’m going to declare an 
interest. | have the greatest admiration 
and feeling for the men of the British 
Dunlop Racing Team. Therefore the Great 
Retreat from Daytona '75 left me sick- 
ened, and seeking to inflict mischief on 

. anybody rotten enough to enjoy the hum- 
bling of a British company. 

| should be strictly impartial, of course. 
Free from the slightest tendency of pol- 
luting my column with prejudice. But | 
avoid self-analysis because | suspect the 
examination would reveal an under- 
current of nationalism, of which we’re all 
supposed to be ashamed. I’ve also de- 
layed asking embarrassing questions that 
might produce unwelcome answers. 

But pride, prejudice and propensity for 
flag-waving account for only a part of my 
I-Like-Dunlop obsession. It's due mainly 
to my desire to see road racing flourish— 
and Dunlop is a means to that end 
through its support of the sport. Without 
it, the tarmac activity would be poorer, 
and possibly in crisis. Dunlop people are 
communicators. They service the World 
Championship GPs, most of the Formula 
750 rounds, the British Internationals, and 
selected 24-hour events. The traveling 
crew operates on a personal level, as 
much as a corporate one. Tony Mills, chief 
motorcycle tire designer, can be seen 
explaining technicalities to the likes of 
Read or discouraging a poorly-equipped 
privateer from going into debt over exotic 
slicks. For those reasons, and others, | 
absolve myself from guilt when declaring 
an interest. But, dammit, there was Day- 
tona 759. 7 

Cycle's Daytona report told how doubt 
and despair replaced Dunlop's pre-meet- 
ing confidence; how cutting up a number 
of tires revealed no structural faults; how 
Dunlop shut up shop rather than put its 
reputation in peril; and how the British 
returned home, unhappy and puzzled. 
And the mystery remains. 

Tony Mills: “We had a tire situation, 
there's no denying. We couldn't under- 
stand why, and we have come up with 
no explanation since. Before Daytona, 
Barry Sheene and Tepi Lansivuori carried 
out extensive tire tests, and we were quite 
confident of our chances. 

“Of course, Daytona has produced tire 
situations before. A few years back an- 
other company had troubles, but fortu- 
nately the consequences were undrama- 
tic compared to Daytona '75. 

"But | must emphasize that we are very 
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conscious of our obligations to the riders. 
Safety is the paramount consideration 
—safety must come before winning. 
So we subjected the Daytona-type 
tires to some terrible abuse, and DuPont 
has co-operated in the.investigation. Un- 
fortunately, we were unable to simulate 
the external influences which may have 
been responsible for the Daytona failures. 

"That's not an alibi, or an excuse for 
dodging the issue, for we have made 
across-the-board improvements. Greatly 
increased the performance, in fact.” 

The Fort Dunlop (Birmingham) test 
equipment put a 100-percent overload on 
the tires, increased the speed and tem- 
perature to figures impossible to repro- 
duce on the track, and introduced shock 
loadings. And the mystery remained. 

The background: In February, Dunlop 
launched a new range of racing tires in 
all sorts of shapes and sizes. There were 
triangular slicks for lightweights (350cc 
and below), obese slicks for 500 and 
750cc projectiles, intermediates with tra- 
ditional KR75 tread form, and wet-weather 
KR91s with generous block depth and 
sharp cutting edges. Dunlop reckoned 
they were on the something-good- 
for-everybody route. They had super- 
slicks to satisfy the performance demands 
of Ago and company, trigonic slicks for 
the go-faster Yam set, patterned long- 
lasting tires to keep the privateer in a 
reasonable state of financial health, and 
the best in rain equipment. 

They were mistaken. Over from the land 
of sunshine-racing came Goodyear with 
hand-made 100-percent wet-weather 
"fatties" for aquatic Transatlantic cam- 
paigning. Compared with the Goodyear 
innovation, the 4.25-185-aspect K91 was 
a mere ninety-per-center. The home 
riders, recovering from the drubbing at 
the hands of the Goodyear-equipped 
Americans, predictably demanded—and 
got—Dunlop action. Specifically, a hand- 
cut slick with heavy diamond pattern. 

In Europe, Michelin introduced a big- 
ger-section “wet intermediate," prodding 
Dunlop into producing a ‘“patterned- 
slick-intermediate" —a three-groover with 
a shallow stair-tread pattern running 
crossways. The European competition 
has produced its brand loyalists. Some 
riders are committed Dunlop advocates, 
others are mad-keen on Michelin, and 
there are those in a permanent state of 
indecision. Dunlop field representatives 
have developed a fine line in gentle per- 


suasion when attempting to convert the 
waverers. It’s try this one, and what do 
you think, and how's the handling, and 
what about the pressures? Riders, re- 
member, win races, but tires only lose 
them. For instance, a flat cost Agostini 
victory in Sweden when heavy braking 
caused the tire to turn on the magne- 
sium-alloy wheel, wrenching outthe valve. 
The rim had no knurling, no security 
screws. A tire situation? A wheel situation? 
It all depended on where you sat. 

Dunlop is involved with racing because 
it gathers prestige, sells racing tires, and 
provides a service to the sport. They’d 
duck out rapidly if the situation arises 
where they must buy riders to win races, 
or at the first sight of big-spenders threat- 
ening to provoke a contract war. Improv- 
ing the street tire breed is the major ob- 
jective. Dunlop can mouth the “improving 
the breed” bit without making you wince, 
since they are able to point to all the 
racing features incorporated in the new 
K91 premium tire. Along the way, they’ve 
collected a sizeable opposition that con- 
siders slick tires evil, wants the FIM to 
get rid of them, and demands that the 
FIM produce a pattern/size formula with 
a ‘‘direct and obvious connection to street 
tires." FIM stewards have on occasion 
gone the opposition one better by unilat- 
erally banning slicks at Grands Prix. (Pre- 
sumably they had no idea that slicks were 
FIM-legal.) 

To thrash a semblance of sanity into 
the slick situation, the FIM and tire and 
racing-bike manufacturers are sitting 
down together. It is not anticipated that 
the FIM will impose an outright ban on 
slicks, once they discover that treadless 
tires actually grip. A compromise solution 
is probable, like forbidding slicks when 
the weather looks doubtful—though how 
they will write that into a comprehensible 
regulation, defies imagination. 

Back at home, the Auto-Cycle Union 
bans slicks at national and lesser-status 
meetings. Dunlop goes along with the 
decision, knowing that the weekend 
racer’s Skills fall below the slick’s perfor- 
mance potential; knowing that he’d be 
tossing money away for no real reward. 

Believe me when | say that Dunlop is 
involved—and intends to stay that way in 
American sport. But what if | suggest that 
everybody professing a desire for road 
racing to flourish should declare a Dunlop 
interest? 

—Jim Greening 
11 
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If the Harley-Davidson man 


seems over 
theres a goo 


Apparently there’s something 
irresistible about the Harley- 
Davidson. 

You see, it’s one of the most 
ripped-off motorcycles in the 
country. 

So you can’t blame the Harley- 
Davidson man for taking an 
extra precaution or two. 

What is it about this machine 
that attracts such a dedicated 
following among enthusiasts of 
every type? 

The answer, of course, is that 
the Harley-Davidson occupies a 
special place among people who 
know and love motorcycles. 
After seven decades it is still 
recognized as the ultimate 
achievement in quality-built, 
precision motorcycles. 

A product of this heritage is 
the electric start XL-1000 shown 
here (also available with kick 
start). The styling and overall 
beauty of this 1000cc, 4-stroke 
V-twin are timele 


ride, the 


protective, 
reason for it. 


the deep, distinctive sound of the 
powerful engine are pure 
Harley-Davidson. 

The other members of this 
famous family of superbikes 
include the FX and FXE-1200, 
and the FLH-1200. All are avail- 
able for a limited time only with 
our special “Liberty Edition” 
option—metal-flaked black finish 
with full color tank insignia 
celebrating our country’s 
bicentennial. 

You'll find these superbikes, 
along with our 1976 line of 
classically styled 125cc, 175cc 
and 250cc street and on-off road 
motorcycles, at your AMF 
Harley-Davidson dealer. 

Stop by. It’s a great way to 
learn about these superb 
machines. And best of all, 
it's legal. 


The Great D eese rad Biarhinse 


Harley-Davidson believes in safety first. Before you start out, light your lights, 


put on your helmet and watch out for the other guy. 
CIRCLE NO. 23 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





Tips 


Z-1 Money Savers 


While doing :a top end rebuild on my 
Z-1 recently, | discovered a couple of 
money saving tips for anyone wanting to 
do his own top end rebuild. These items 
should work with any of the four-cylinder 
machines. 

Instead of springing for four ring com- 
pressors or a ring compressor set from 
your dealer, get four appropriate sized 
hose clamps; the kind that you tighten 
with a screwdriver. Oil the rings real good 
and install the hose clamp with about % 
inch clearance from the top of the piston 
to the top of the hose clamp. Tighten it 
snugly but not so tight that you cannot 
slide the clamp around easily. An outward 
dent on the side of the clamp opposite 
the screw will help the clamp slide down 
straight. Make sure all the pistons have 
slightly entered their respective bores 
before you start pressing down. You 
shouldn’t need to hit with anything more 
than the heel of your hand to make the 
cylinder block slide down over the rings. 
Once the rings are up in the cylinder, take 
the clamps off by unscrewing them. 

A part of the ring compressor set in the 
Kawasaki shop manual is a set of align- 
ment rods which hold the pistons level 
while you are putting the cylinder block 
on. Two wire coat hangers, cut and rebent 
so that the wire forms an elongated “U” 
will serve the same purpose. Turn the 
crankshaft so that all the pistons are even, 
then slide the home-made alignment rods 
in from each side so that they go in under 
the pistons and support them. Make sure 
the alignment rods are under the cylinder 
base gasket to prevent any damage to 
the gasket. After pushing the cylinder 
block down and removing the ring com- 
pressors, pull the alignment rods out be- 
fore pushing the cylinder down the rest 
of the way. 

Frank Netardus Jr. 
Sugarland, Texas 


FORK SEAL EASY-OUT 

May | offer an effective and simple pro- 

cedure for front fork oil seal removal: 

1. Remove the upper and lower fork leg 
from the fork clamps. 

2. Remove the oil seal retaining circlip 
from the lower leg. 

3. Remove the crown nut and withdraw 
the fork springs. 

4. Compress the fork to approximately 
5096 of its travel. 

5. Add sufficient oil to completely fill fork 
assembly. 
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6. Replace crown nut, making sure there 
is no air trapped between the oil and 
the crown nut. 

7. Pressure applied at the crown nut will 
now be transmitted directly to the seal, 
making removal a matter of a few taps 
with a heavy soft face mallet. 

David W. Green 
Sterling Heights, Michigan 


ON THE BUBBLE 

For those of you with scratched helmet 
bubble shields, there’s an easy way to 
“see the light". All you need is a couple 
of semi-soft rags, toothpaste, and a little 
"elbow grease”. Squeeze some tooth- 
paste on different areas of the shield and 
buff it with one of the rags. Keep buffing 
until the scratches disappear, then with 
a clean rag, buff off the excess tooth- 

paste, leaving your shield crystal clear. 
Al Snyder. 

Dundee, Oregon 


A HANDY CLEANER 

I’ve discovered (after 80,000 motorcy- 
cle miles in 4 years) that tinkering with 
two wheelers can yield a pair of obnox- 
iously greasy hands in inappropriate 
places at inconvenient times. This can be 
particularly distressing when it happens 
while visiting a friend who lives in an 
apartment with only one sparkling clean 
bathroom equipped with only a mild hand 
soap. This generally results in greasy 
residues left on the sink, soap, towel and 
unfortunately the hands. The solution to 
this problem is simple and universally 
available. Just use a good laundry deter- 
gent. They contain degreasers which 

leave your hands spotless. 
Dave Hansen 
Tigard, Oregon 


AIR, AIR 

If you live where it’s hot (100 degrees 
plus) and like your full coverage helmet, 
but like to breathe try the following: With 
the shield on the helmet, place some 
masking tape on the shield at the line of 
the opening in the helmet. Take a small 
drill, about %” and drill, at slow speed, 
two rows of holes across the shield near 
the bottom, but opening into the helmet. 
Also go partly up the side, decreasing to 
one row if necessary to maintain periph- 
eral vision. Add more holes as necessary 
to suit yourself. The masking tape is to 
keep the drill from walking and any left- 
"stickum" can be removed with 





rubbing alcohol. Remove burrs with a 
tapered reamer out of your handy box of 
drills or a pocket knife. | have tried more 
than two rows and it is too many at high 
speeds. As an added bonus, this helps 
cut fogging besides improving air flow. 
Try it and see how many people comment 
on your bright idea. 
Gene C. Reynolds 
Bakersfield, California 


A LITTLE PLUGOLA 

Several years ago, when | bought my 
first 750 Honda, | immediately discovered 
that changing spark plugs was a task that 
needed the talents of a contortionist. . 
There had to be a better way. 

After giving the matter some thought 
| decided that a small ratchet handle and 
a square-drive plug socket would solve 
the problem. But the Honda’s 12-millime- 
ter spark plugs require a socket size that’s 
almost unobtainable from the usual tool 
sources. So, to get around this difficulty 
| modified the socket wrench Honda sup- 
plies in the bike’s tool kit. 

You could use a %/%-inch drive 
adapter; | brazed a %-inch-drive, 94e 8- 
pount socket to the end of the Honda plug 
wrench. However the job is approached, 
the Honda socket probably will have to 
be shortened somewhat, to keep its fin- 
ished length within usable limits, and it 
is essential that all the chrome be ground 
off the surfaces being brazed to make a 
strong bond. 

The quarter-inch ratchet handle you'll 
need with this modified plug socket can 
be carried in your bike’s tool kit, and the 
handle is small enough to not cause any 
space problems. The whole thing is very 
helpful changing any Honda 750’s plugs, 
and is almost essential since | installed 
a Vetter Windjammer on my own bike. 

Eugene J. Venaglia 
Vallejo, California 


NORTON CLUTCH TOOL 
One of the most frequent, and expen- 
sive, services a Norton requires of its 
owner is clutch maintenance. After sev- 
eral (but not enough) thousand miles 
clutch slip develops, and is especially 
noticeable at high power accelerations. 
You can figure to pay a Norton dealer 
about $25.00 to cure the slippage, even 
if the clutch only needs attention and not 
replacement. 
Norton owners pay the above labor cost 
(Continued on page 21) 
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Hundreds of thousands of riders ride 


The Yamaha Enduro is one of the 
most popular motorcycles ever built. 
And heres something that may sur- 
prise you: the average Yamaha Enduro 
owner does 70 to 80% of his riding on 
the street. In other words, riding proof 
that the Yamaha Enduro is a great 
everyday street machine. 

Here are some of the reasons 
why: The Yamaha Enduro is an incred- 
ibly reliable machine. Its powered 
by the legendary Yamaha two-stroke 
engine. You probably know about our 
record in road racing. Yamaha two- 
strokes have won more big races than 
everybody else put together. What's 
even more important, is that the 
Yamaha two-strokes finish more of 
those races than everybody else put 
together. That's reliability. Proven 


Thisis the bike the test riders unanimously selected. 
as the“best all-round big-bore Enduro? 


U.S. Forestry-approved 
spark arrestor, through 
frame-type exhaust 


90mm 
of rear wheel 
travel 








reliability. And isn't that what you're 
looking for? 

The Yamaha Enduros are a 
pleasure to ride. They give you very 
quick response. They're built with 
special lightweight components: the 
DT250 and DT400, for example, 
have conical hubs and lightweight 
magnesium engine side covers. They 
weigh less than conventional bikes of 
comparable horsepower, so they re- 
spond much more quickly when you 
turn on the gas. This not only feels 
good, it’s a positive advantage when 
you pull out to pass. 

The Yamaha Enduros have moto- 
cross-type suspension. Depending on 
the machine, they give you from 75 
to 175 millimeters of front fork travel, 
and 65 to 90 millimeters of rear wheel 


The 1976 Yamaha DT400. 
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Serrated 
steel foot-pegs 


BM ^ Thermal Phase 


oil-cooled rear shocks 





travel. Granted, you're not going to be 
doing any MX-type riding on the 
street. But that kind of suspension can 
be a very good thing to have when 
yourun into unexpected road hazards. 
It gives you a more comfortable ride. 
And it gives you a more controlled 
ride, because it keeps your rear wheel 
down on the street, where it belongs. 

The Yamaha Enduros are durable 
machines. The frame, the suspension, 
everything down to the last little bolt 
is built to take the punishment of 
off-road riding. There isn't much that 
street riding can do to a bike built 
like that. 

The Yamaha Enduros have Torque 
Inductior? Torque Induction is an in- 
genious reed valve built into the intake 
manifold of the us 
















Capacitor Discharge Ignition 





Torque Inductior® 


Yamaha Enduros as street machines. 











Enduro engine. from a standing stop. You just ease 


During the piston’s out the clutch and go. This not only 
downstroke (see feels good, it's a positive advantage 
drawing), the valve N in city traffic. 






















closes to prevent Torque Induction also has 
fuel from blowing „ important advantages when 
back into the car- fi M youre riding off-road. Because 
buretor. This ; it markedly increases the 
allows the engine * low-speed pulling power of 
to breathe more the Yamaha Enduros, 
efficiently. It i hey slog through mud 
markedly increases © or loose sand without 
the engines low- = loading up or stalling. 
speed horsepower. It * Because Torque Induction 
gives the Yamaha g “í markedly increases the mid-range 
Enduros remarkable pulling power of the Yamaha 


. low-speed and mid- 
range pulling power. | ) 
You dont have to coax a J 
Yamaha Enduro away | 


Enduros, they climb hills without 
f screaming for a gear change. 

And that brings us one of 
the best reasons of all for making 
your next street machine a 
Yamaha Enduro: the Yamaha 
Enduro is also the world's leading 
dirt bike. 

Stop by your Yamaha Dealers. 
Take an Enduro out for a test ride. The 
only hard part is having to bring it back. 


Sy 
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New sealed beam 


S headlight 





21-inch front wheel 


New, for 1976: 


The 1976 DT100, DT125 and DT175 have 
new forward-mounted rear shocks. Rear 
wheel travel has been increased to 90 milli- 
meters on the DT100 and DT125, and 88 
millimeters on the DT175. The DT125 and 
DT175 have a new 21-inch front wheel. 
And front fork travel has been increased to 
160 millimeters. The DT125 has an electric 
starter —only off-road bike made that does. 
All bikes (except mini) have new sealed- 
beam headlight. Except for CDI ignition, 
the DT250 has the exact same features as 
the DT400. Ay N. 








When you knowhow theyte 
built, you'll buy aYamaha. 


CIRCLE NO. 45 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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TIPS Continued from page 14 


because they don’t have the special tool 

needed for safe disassembly of the clutch. 

Without the tool it is suicidal to fool with 

the clutch, as the very stiff diaphragm 

clutch spring definitely will get away from 
fingers and screwdrivers. 

You could buy the special clutch hub 
tool, part number 06-0999, from Norton 
but it seemed foolish to me to pay close 
to $20.00 for a simple device anyone can 
make for around $3.50. This tool only has 
to compress and hold the diaphragm 
spring while you remove the large diame- 
ter circlip, and then release the spring 
slowly—after which you can remove the 

. spring and clutch plates from the housing. 

To make a somewhat crude but work- 
able diaphragm-spring compresser, first 
purchase a short chunk of steel pipe, four 
inches in diameter with a quarter-inch wall 
thickness. Don't get much pipe, because 
you're only going to use a two-inch 
length. Weld, or have welded, a circular 
quarter-inch-thick steel cap over one end 
of the pipe stub. Smooth the edges of 
this steel bowl by grinding or filing so you 
don't have a knuckle-buster when you get 
finished. The main part of the tool is com- 
pleted by drilling a %-inch hole right in 
the center of the steel cap, and you then 
need only a %- by five-inch fine-thread 
bolt and matching nut. 

The tool is used by centering the 
capped pipe, open-side down, against the 
diaphragm spring, slipping the bolt 
through the clutch hub and then tighten- 


ing the nut until the spring has com- 
pressed enough to permit removing the 
circlip. Follow the instructions in the 
Commando Workshop Manual, plus a little 
common sense in the manipulation of 
your new clutch hub tool, and you can't 
go wrong. 

By the way, | found that cutting shallow 





® 
JOHNSON 


c.B. DEALERS 
REWARD $4 


BEST SELLING C.B. RAD 
ME ON THE MARKET = 


grooves across the facings of the fabric 
clutch plates with a hacksaw will prolong 
the intervals between services. Slip 
seems to develop due to the accumulation 
of oil sludge and varnish on the plates. 
The slots channel this stuff off the plates 
and keep them cleaner. To make the slots 
use a hacksaw, rather than a power saw, 


m 


E.F. JOHNSON C.B. RADIOS / 








THE EXCLUSIVE 
OFFICIAL 


BIKE WATCH 


Here it is! Your bike’s insignia is designed by the famous 
Jonmark of Belgium into a rugged, accurate, Swiss-made 
watch. It's durable—shock proof, anti-magnetic, 

has a high-impact non-tarnish case — and comes 


with a 1-year warranty. This official bike watch 
is available exclusively in the U.S. through 


Bella Watch Corp. and is yours for only 


peg, 
PA 


a a 
sy 


$24.50 3 


NOVEMBER 1975 


Davidson 


Suzuki 
shown actual size 


Norton 


FACES AND MATCHING WATCHBANDS AVAILABLE WITH ALL MOTORCYCLE fi 
MANUFACTURERS’ OFFICIAL INSIGNIAS AND COLORS. 


Mail in this coupon today with $24 50 plus $1.00 shipping Please make 
check or money order payable to: 


Bella Watch Corp., 37 W. 39th St., New York, NY10048 


U Honda 
D Suzuki 
D Other 


Check box for desired watch: 
D Kawasaki O Harley-Davidson 
O Yamaha O Norton 
Make of Motorcycle: cu 








All watches corne with a full 1-year warranty. If not completely 
satisfied upon 15-day inspection, money refunded 


NAME... 
ADDRESS — 
GITY—- 


poene AE e 








-—ZIp-— 





Master Charge Ù 


BankAmericard U 
— MÀ — Mn. or) Do | - LRL LE 





Signature 
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[INSIST ON 
FUNCTION 


AND 


BEAUTY 
INSIST ON 


BLACK BEAUTY 4 INTO 1 
900 Z-1 COMPETITION KAWASAKI 












For your four stroke we have 
your exhaust needs Honda 
500-750 Kawasaki 900 Triumph 
TwinTrident andthe new Goldwing 
Honda 1000 


LOW BUCK 
REPLACEMENT 
MUFFLERS 


E 





SIAMESE SLIP ONS 


HONDA, KAWASAKI 


THE JARDINE STANDARD 
1YHAR GUARANTEE 
MATERIAL & WORKMANSHIP 


See your nearest Jardine dealer 


7 


HEADERS 


7142 Belgrave 
Garden Grove, Ca. 92641 
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because you want the grooves to be only 
a millimeter in depth and it’s too easy to 
overshoot with a power tool. Six cuts on 
each side of the plate works fine. 
| also think the SAE-30 oil Norton rec- 
ommends for the primary case is wrong. 
I’ve had tremendous success using auto- 
matic transmission fluid. The sole purpose 
of the oil is to keep the primary chain 
lubricated, and five ounces of automatic 
transmission fluid seems to do that per- 
fectly well. The oil is compounded to be 
compatible with multiplate wet clutches, 
as found in automatic transmissions, and 
I think it makes the Norton clutch plates 
stay cleaner, longer. I’ve had good luck 
with this procedure, with over 17,000 
miles on the clutch in my 810cc Dun- 
stall-Norton and every prospect of going 
another 17,000 on the same set of clutch 
plates. 
Kevin Kelleher 
Moscow, Idaho 


HONDA HINTS 

Here are some tips which apply to a 
Honda 750 and possibly to other bikes 
as well: ; 

Condensers for any Ford Pinto with the 
1600 engine fit the Honda 750 with no 
trouble. These condensers improved my 
point and plug life, while saving money 
on the price of condensers alone. 

Another way to save money is to re- 
place the headlamp with one that fits a 
1970 Chevrolet Camaro (#6014 12 volt). 
This headlamp has both high and low 
beam and fits just like the original. 


Steve Stimmel 
Orlando, Florida 


A DOLLAR SAVED... 

A better solution than either shelling out 
$7.50 for Honda's special tool or ruining 
a set of needle-nose pliers trying to re- 
move the oil filter lock nut on Honda twins 
and singles is to fabricate the necessary 
tool yourself. This is easily accomplished 
by cutting four pieces from the wall of 
a 12-point 13/16-inch socket, leaving four 
of the points as lugs to fit into the lock 
nut slots. 

Hacksaw a cut approximately a quar- 
ter-inch deep along both sides of one 
point, cutting where the socket wall is 
thinnest. Then repeat the cuts at 90- 
degree (three points) intervals around the 
socket, and file or grind away the material 
between the selected points to leave four 
quarter-inch teeth. Finally, file the teeth, 
working inside the socket, to a thickness 
of about 5/64-inch, and see how the 
modified socket fits the nut. A little touch- 
ing with the file may be necessary before 
it slips in place. 

Not only is this special tool cheaper 
than Honda's T-handle wrench, it can be 
used with a ratchet handle or speed han- 
dle to make the job go faster. 

Ronald Bayless 
Austin, Texas 


Address all correspondence to Cook 
Neilson, “Tips,” CYCLE Magazine, 780-A 
Lakefield Rd., Westlake Village, Ca. 91361 





S &W Suggests 


Won’t Let You 
Down. 


The freon cell shock 
from S&W.by.Monroe 


Elimination of oil 
foaming 


Elimination of 
cavitation 


Prolonged 
shock life 


Six stage valving- 
three valves in 
rebound and three 
in compression. 


All the advantages of 
a gas-oil shock ata 
price you can afford. 


Ask your dealer 
for 
the “STROKER” 


by Monroe 
or write: 
S&W Engineered Products 
Dept. Z-D © 
P.O. Box 767 
Downey, CA 90241 
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KC Saddlebags 


Top Quality - Key- Lock Top - Flocked Interior - 
Taillights Included - Large Enough to Hold Any 
Helmet - Rugged, Weather - Tight Construction 
No. 900 White Saddlebags Pair 

901 Black Saddlebags Pair 
Please Include . 
Make, Model $79 0 Pair 
and Year o H 
Your Bike »J Prepaid 


Denim 
MX Pants 


by Dynamite 


$15.99 pr. 


Padded Hip 
and Knee 


SIZES: Kids 22-24-26 
Adult 28-30-32 
- 34 - 36 - 38 - 40 
NO. 140 DENIM MX PANTS 


MX Gloves 


With Rubber Protective Strips 


$4.99 pair 


No. 120 
MX Gloves 
Black Only 


S-M-L-XL 








Tie - Down 
Straps 


With Cycle Name 
Woven Into Webbing. 


»X»EP« 


910 Honda (white letters on red) 
911 Yamaha (black letters on yellow) 
Y 912 (white on blue) 
913 (white on green) 
2" WIDE 


100% Nylon Jerseys 
Sizes S-M-L-XL $8.99 each 


-an P 


Suzuki 
Kawasaki 


HEAVY - DUTY NYLON WEBBING 





YAMAHA, Yellow and Black 
SUZUKI, Red and Black 

HONDA, Blue and White 
KAWASAKI, Lime Green and Black 


Also Available 
No. 223 Can-Am No. 224 Bultaco 
226 CZ 


225 Husqvarna 
227 Maico 228 Hodaka 


With Orders 
Over $20 


Fender Flap 


WITH BOLTS AND NUTS 


$3.00 Value 

















ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS 








Mail Order Goodies gre@\ 


anes? 


Brooks 
Leather 


Jacket 
$54.99 


Prepaid 


Very Soft and Pliable. 


Genuine American Cowhide. 
Features ''Action Back," Mandarin collar. 
Sleeves and Pockets, rayon lining. 


No. 920 Black Leather Jacket 
921 Brown Leather Jacket 
922 Green Leather Jacket 


Sizes: 28-30-32-34-36-38-40-42-44-46-48 


U. S. 
Grand 
Prix 
MX And 
Enduro 


Boots 
$44.95 


Pair Prepaid 


Zipper 





Red, White & Blue Front Striping 
Metal Toe Guard. 


No. 930 MX Boots (Smooth Sole) 
931 Enduro Boots (Lug Sole) 


Sizes: Boys’ 3V/5-4-4V5-5- 55 
Adult  6-6V2-7-7Va-8- 8/5-9-9V5-10- 1015-11-12 
With Orders 


Free! Over $10 
9 Racing Decals 


$1.50 Value 
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‘Last? 


dy for Immediate Delivery 


The road show you've been waiting for is here—and 
you're going to be the star. Sleek, modern, aluminum- 
alloy wheels from Lester. Next to these, wire spoke wheels 
are kid stuff; But looks are only half the story. Their 
construction is superb. Sophisticated I-beam design. 
Rugged alloy, heat-treated to aircraft specifications. And 
the mounting’s a breeze—you need no adaptors, disc 


CAST ALLOY 


HEELS | 


Í 


brake conversion kits or special fittings. Wheels include 7 _ 


original/equipment type bearings... and they're 
engineered for tubeless tires. 


829750 . .. 


a pair complete’ — 
Front Wheel/% ..:$125,000 R^ 
‚Rear Wheel 2.5172 50 ia 
Win sigh aho D 
.. Wing; SHghtüy Higher 

ray Ob 


- F.O,B'Bedf rapit 


NAHAR , = 








LETTERS Continued from page 6 


awesome (going from a 350 Yamaha) but 
| wasn't sure a Honda 550 would be up 
to the touring requirements. 

Finding your Dec. 1974 issue in my 
back issues, “The Ten Best Test Bikes" 
made me aware of the Suzuki 550. | then 
proceeded to dig up the July '74 issue 
with the full road-test. | was hooked. It 
sounded too good to be true. 

After a trip to the dealer’s showroom 
and a ride on this 550 electric-turbine 
rocket—l was in love. My only apprehen- 
sion was the "smoking" problem you 
mentioned on your test bike. 

Well, here’s the good news—my ’75 
550M, in 1,750 miles, has consumed no 
less than 1 pint (not quart—pint!) of Torco 
Power Stroke and does not even emit a 
whisper of smoke. 

My friends with Honda 750s like it better 
than their bikes, and my friends with their 
350 Yamahas can’t believe the way this 
thing flys through turns. 

Thanks to your honest, subjective test- 
ing and reporting, I’m riding and enjoying 
the finest bike I’ve ever owned. 

Johnny Youngheir 
Walnut Creek, California 


BEST 450 IN TOWN 
Read your article, “The Great Ignition 
Coil Test" (July 1975). | am at present 
riding a 1973 Honda CB 450 K6 and | 
thought it ran as well as could be ex- 





OURS wwe. 


1517 E. McFadden Ave. 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
(714) 541-5341 


811 & 836cc 
"STREET STRIP" 
PISTON KITS 


10% - 1 CR. FOR PERFOR- 
MANCE AND RELIABILITY, 
THOUSANDS OF SETS IN USE. 















pected. When | read your article | thought 
| would see if you were right. 

| purchased two K-Mart coils at $6.66 
each, did some checking into wiring dia- 
grams for different cars and as far as | 
could see most resistors would not work 
right with my set up except Chrysler 
Motors’ heat-sensitive resistors (part 
# 2275590). 

Don’t know much about condensors—I 
did not know ifthe ones on my bike could 
handle the coils—so | used a couple of 
'71 Ford condensers | had in my shop. 

When | put this all together and set my 
plugs at .034", | did a road test and | bet 
| have the best running 450 in town. 


4| SUZUKI 





CTION HONDA FOUR OWNERS! 


A COMPLETE LINE OF HIGH PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 


My total cost was under $20 and my 
gas milage went up about 15% from 43 
to 50 mpg. That was on two tanks of about 
3 gal. each. | still can't believe the dif- 
ference. | just want to thank you for the 
great work you do in your magazine. | 
am on my second sub. and it won’t be 
my last. 

Don Carlson 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


FAIRINGS 
Mr. Mendel’s article on fairings was 
generally worthwhile and informative. It 
is evident that American technology in this 
(Continued on page 122) 


WHY STRETCH! 


Tired of Bending Over? Then sit back and 
relax on your bike with a pair of 


SET BACKS 


Move your handlebars back where you can 
reach 'em. Yes, move 'em back over 2 
inches without changing cables or hoses 


in 30 minutes! 

HONDA YAMAHA BMW 
KAWASAKI HONDA GL-1000 
Send only $12.95 plus .50 postage to 

CREATIVE ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 9, Grapevine, Tex. 76051 
(214) 690-0951 
State Make & Model 
Texas res. add 4% sales tax. 


FITS 


FOR CB500, 550 & 750. WE HAVE CAMS, PISTON KITS, 
EXHAUST SYSTEMS, CLUTCHES, SPROCKETS, ENGINE 


BUILDING, TUNING AIDS, 
MUCH MORE 


TURBOCHARGER KITS & 


‘SS’ SERIES BILLET CAMS 


























NOVEMBER 1975 


NO RE-SLEEVING, CYLINDER HEAD OR 


SEE YOUR DEALER OR SEND $3 FOR | 
CATALOG BY FIRST CLASS MAIL | 






CRANKCASE MODIFICATIONS ARE 
REQUIRED. — — 
811cc $99.50 836cc $109.50 





STREET. 
CITY 
STATE 









'SS-1' 

FOR STREET 
AND STRIP; 
SMOOTH & FAST 
$94.50 








'SS-2A' THE "HOT" ONE 
FOR COMPETITION & 
LIMITED STREET USE 












ZIP 
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EDITORIAL Continued from page 4 


without big mass or big vibration. 

If Engineering has threatened in the 
past to rescue the British, the threats, in 
the forms of Rocket Threes, crypto-Gold 
Stars, Ariel Threes, Furies, Bandits, Hur- 
ricanes and Victor MXs, have been a bit 
thin. Yet the organization, with artificial 
respiration if you like, survived. Everything 
that | have learned in the course of eight 
years of moto-biz tells me that this en- 
gine—this engine—should have been able 
to do for Norton-Triumph what nothing 
else has: save the company. Provided that 
the British (or Polish, or American) as- 
sembly-line workers could build it. Pro- 
vided that rear view mirrors could be had 
for less than $8.00 each. Provided that 
more financial paroxysms didn’t drive its 
purchase price above $4000. Provided 
that adequate spares could have been 
distributed. Provided that superior engi- 
neering was not overpowered by vendor 
collapses or labor strikes or further con- 
traction of the American marketplace. 

That’s a lot of provideds, isn’t it. Hell, 
by the time you read this Norton-Triumph 
will already be rocketing down the por- 
celain convenience trailing naught but a 
stream of bubbles. Even now the workers 
are sitting in at the Wolverhampton fac- 
tory, obstructing those charged with liq- 
uidating its assets. Determinations are 
under way to select those few valuable 
employees, both here and in England, 
who merit slots on the "lifeboat." Stra- 


Advanced, revolutionary redesign of the 


popular Low Rider. for those who 
really appreciate excellence in 
design, engineering and 
manufacture. 


Perfect companion for the rack is 

CIRCLE INDUSTRIES’ adjustable Back 
Rest which features: 5/8” diameter heavy 
weight tubing for rigidity and strength « 
Eight inches of forward and backward 
adjustment « High quality nickel chrome 
plating « Durable, comfortable naugahyde- 








tegies are being developed to disperse 
the 8000 Nortons and Triumphs currently 
resting in American warehouses—a stock 
of bikes that may last for a year, but no 
longer. 

| think you ought to know, however, as 
you scan the obituary columns, that 
mighty Norton-Triumph, erstwhile domi- 
nant force, winner of Nationals and 
shaper of market places, erstwhile builder 


of motorcycles for those who could toler- 
ate certain obvious flaws in return for 
certain subtle magnificences, was ready 
to knock your eyes out just as theirs 
closed—for the last time. Maybe the Cos- 
worth will in time be built. But | can guar- 
antee you that it will never be mass- 
produced in England. Nor will any other 
motorcycle, ever again. 

—Cook Neilson 


Outstanding features include: High strength round 
tubing and rectangular steel channel: with oiled solid 
teak inserts « Nickel chrome plating for lasting beauty 
and weather protection + Double penetrated welds; 
"guaranteed uncrackable, unbreakable « Available for most 
models of Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki and Kawasaki e 


covered crush-proof pad. $21.95 each, complete 


with-mounting hardware. 
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$32.95 each 


CIRCLE INDUSTRIES 
Dept. C, 17901 Arenth Avenue, City of Industry, California 91748 
M (213) 965-1622 
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Kamasahi Good Tim. 


( Advertisement—Free ) >. 7 > O =¢ 


ITS A TWIN! 


ep. The rumorsare true. Kawasaki 

has hauled off and given birth to a 
brand-spanking-new two-cylinder, ` 
four-stroke machine.Christened the 

N KZ-750. The proud parents are the 
U NN 


famous KZee-900 and the KZ-400. 
_ 














SS 
NN ANY “Okay, but wh in?” k 
N kay but whya twin?” you may ask. 

\ A Simple. Less parts, less mainten- 

: ance and less cost than a four. Lighter 

and narrower, too. Bigger than the 

400, for more touring comfort. And 

smaller than the mighty Zee, for folks 

who don't need the fastest bike in 
town, but still want plenty of power 

s underneath them. 

PP The new KZ-750 is the perfect 
blend. Distinctively bred, with a per- 
sonality all its own. The Contra-Ro- 
tating Crankshaft Balance System® 
makes it that way. So smooth and 
quiet you could ride it through a 
hospital zone without disturbing the 
pediatric ward. 

But, of course you'll want to decide 
these kinds of things for yourself. 
The new KZ-750's are rolling off the 
assembly line right now and should 
reach dealershowrooms any day. So 
be sure to stop by and meet the new- 
est member of the Kawasaki family. 
The unique new KZ-750 Four-stroke 
Twin. It’s born to be a winner. 


SSSSSSSSSSSSSS 


VITAL.STATISTICS 









Place of Birth....... KOBE, JAPAN 
Parents. 2.92% K2-900/KZ-400 








Length Srt CER 84.6 IN. 
Height. 32.5 IN. 
Weight: 5, 355 eS 494 LBS 
Width ae Aa 53.0 IN. 

| | D fa 

nm 

2ls 

[S A) : 

i iS Ba 

Front Footprint Rear Footprint 


53358358558585558 








S: far there haven't been any 
speaking parts. Just "roll-ons? 
But Kawasaki motorcycles have 
beenstealing alot ofscenes in Tin- 
sel Town lately. 

A big, bad KX-400 motocrosser 
tears up the celluloid in the re- 
cently released 20th Century Fox 
film “Race With the Devil” star- 
ring Peter Fonda and Warren Oates. 


Kawasaki Good Times 





And a 400/Triple co-stars with 
Les Tremayne in another new ac- 
tion flick called “Full Circle” 

On the tube, the KZ-400 evoked 
numerous oh-h’s and ah-h’s when 
given away on “The Price is Right" 
(at $995* it was especially appro- 
priate). And of course, who can 
forget the good Doctor Kiley from 
“Marcus Welby, M.D? making his 





house calls on a Z-1? 
Commercially speaking, Kawa- 
saki machines have been making 
several appearances in ads for 
other products. Hiram Walker, 
Canadian Club and Oldsmobile 
are just a few of the advertisers 
who have chosen to associate them- 
selves with Kawasaki quality. 
Turning to the printed page, 





magazines such as "Playboy; “Penit- 
house; "Players" and“Club” have 
all used Green Meanies in their 
pictorial spreads. 

Who knows where it will lead? 
Maybe someday we'll see you- 
know-who playing opposite a Z-1 
in "Deep Throttle"? 


“MANUFACTURER'S SUGGESTED LIST PRICE EXCLUDING FREIGHT, TITLE 


OCAL TAXES PRICE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 














inthe 








(Warning: Kawasaki has determined 
that dumb riding is hazardous 
_ to your health.) 
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ANOTHER GOOD PAIR TO COMPARE. 
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Yamaha MX-250B Kawasaki KX-250A 
2-stroke, single cylinder reed valve ..............-..... ID o Se ating Eom 2-stroke,single cylinder, piston valve 
BASE fup E pe M a A en AE Ur FDIS PIA COMIN Geen 5 ue ne nah aT a d Rer ue 249cc 
VOX GAmmsc rs toUere RO tune enr ae ee S DOTEA STOKO oS ay NN iste dU rr IUIS EOS SEE 70x64.9mm 
SH pri EO MEIN OE A fuse ANE TOSS T RP ERAN SEELE ; lO: cpu eere «rani nr draco erii. eMe d: Bes 791 
CPIDI@ ZO SOO E ech jue, | PM EEE phe aa RT 23.1 @ 7500 
Vikunit9emmmee sede tees a ee Sete, GADU VON s ce AURI RU E DE e ees eR OE ERES Mikuni, 24mm 
(IE eo ciu cp puo UMS CORE ILIA. tede seTenilionsc ws rre eco Ed b ate veto RR PUES CDI 
B-speediconstantimeshy terre se TU ] Toye AN EPERE ET S S ce nates As f 5-speed constant mesh 
IE MAnyaRICK ue o amet nC EN na raei aa Se LOT e ea T ee EE S Primary kick 
res ere e Sa aA CAM EE I AE aton System: . Zn, rer SEO ges Besen Pre-mix 
2S orbc E RM RE MA EE Gy Labieno no ot NI pee eee 2.4 U.S. gal. 
Mechanical cnura cde 65 es Equi rn cA tr Brakes erui uk miei ler aie e E Mechanical drum 
BOOZ RAR Rar DOS UE ret T ES RER areas eds Vo tU I Ded ap E ROME 3.00-21 4PR 
ANG OST BRAD RE aeter uU heh T M MN us ize;Tear. 4k l7 ea UL Us ed 4.60-18 4PR 
Monoshock aen: a d i DeL a Lie Pc cu VRSarOISDeISiOlk,. eel cu de Swingarm w/lay-down gas shocks 
NGO mme ere cuu eMe A horrere rar IaVel messen ETC uS ELA ES .150mm 
GO siren ont ee an inal oF statins, nenn e N NEEIDAaSe s «caeci Boe So gas Se Mr PAR See N EEE 55.8 in 
BSR EEE icra UNI Mp orn Iengtb, overallzsc ca eee RE 83.0 in 
SENAT Re asl cortege ote are WAdthroverall- EN ee RERO NOUS CRI 37.0 in 
AOL ES Ede cR Le eA Smee ek m rode sour CIOL, Overall. RE ER DIRT 45.9 in 
ONG Tinian EIC e Re ee A Se mWroundclearance« erect ee E 8.9 in 
Ce lal De trae te ORE CI Eni ae LORY Weight <a. 2.2.20 E eene Eo ee 211.6 lb 
SI2BSE I ea ren hs coa T en tei Dd ee Prce(POE west)... 5... 20 Ve ASSESSED E $1216* 


Okay folks, settle down. We know the Yammie's a monoshocker. And of course, the mono's Yamaha's latest craze. But, if you've been 
doin' your bike-book homework, you know that the spring thing on the yellow one needs some work to work right. Right? And we 
realize that finicky folks think our forks could stand a kit; but which costs more, a fork kit or an exotic mono revamp? All right, now 
take a look at those base prices and decide who's got the class in the 250 class. 


*Manufacturer's suggested list price excluding freight, dealer prep, state and local taxes. Price and specifications sübject to change without notice. 
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Cold Weather, 











gs Kamasaksi, 

m 13. My father and I always wanied 
a motorcycle. We both begged and 
pleaded with Moon, batihe just nol ios d 
hear of it. 
telling her. A Kawasaki G-5/100. When 
Bukaflertheimohe leaned, and the took 
a good lock at it, she decided maybe it 
wasnt 4o bad afterall. In fact, she 
thought dl might Le fun to take to the 
grocery dlane. 











Just because the weather each Cylinder. Kick it dry place. Give it a slow Now Dad lates itto wort, my dither rides 
goes to pot this time of over a few times to charge about once amonth. | around goofing aud Mom uses ik for 
year, doesn’t mean your coat the cylinders. 8. Cover up the entire shopping. Thanks for making such a 
bike should. If you can’t 4. Lower the tire pres- bike and kiss it goodnight. great bike, Maybe someday IU get to 
ride your machine, you sure about 20%. 9. Get down to your ride d£. 
should consider storing it 5. Get the tires off the Kawasaki dealer and beck een 
properly. So here’s how: ground, on a box or stand. check his special G r diu SW 
l. Clean it up real good. 6. Spray some light oil on winter deals on a nice, AL. a Belle M 
&. Empty the gas tank and chrome and unpainted new, shiny bike. (While Upp da Tiel eM 
drain the carburetors. Surfaces. But keep it off the temperature's 
3. eas the spark rubber parts and brakes. down, so are his prices.) Shea RIES 
plug(s) and put a few 7. Take out the battery 10. Pray for better weather. 2 54 
drops of SAE 30 oil into adco ace) y Yesterday I became a liberated woman. 





Alter being a typical housewife for 17 










a Toot bbe relly opened up a 


NE: Now, washing 
| dishes and taking care of the children 
] does seem 40. tiring, Because I how. 
a soan IU. be bach on my Kawsschi and 


| Yours ael, 





Santa Ana, Calif. 92717. 
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€ The road was long and straight, with 
maybe four miles of blacktop before any 
interruption. Hundreds of acres of cab- 
bages skirted the flat stretch and followed 
the road out of focus. A good place to 
unlimber any Z-1. But this Z-1 was dif- 
ferent. Easing away from the stop sign 
in low gear, the bike felt more sluggish 
than a well-tuned stocker. And the ex- 
haust sound was different: a muted, gut- 
tural snarl with a reverberating beat in 
the background. 

As the throttle was rolled open, the bike 
felt more and more like a standard one 
until the tach needle approached 6000 
rpm. Conditions then complicated quickly 
on several fronts. Reactions to a sudden 
increase in cylinder pressure brought 
moans and whines from within the engine, 
the tach needle accelerated in a rush and 
the rider was thrust back hard against the 
special recessed saddle. The tach read 
9000 rpm and the little accessory gauge 
on the handlebars indicated 8 psi mani- 
fold pressure. The throttle was cautiously 
closed to shift gears and the process 
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repeated. In no time flat the pulsating 
machine was in high gear, the speedom- 
eter read 137 mph, the road became as 
thin as a pencilline, the cabbages merged 
to form a shag carpet and the wind whis- 
tled in protest. It was all too much too 
soon, a mind-numbing rush, and the 
throttle was closed. 

This particular Z-1 is the personal 
property of Bill Hahn, who owns a small 
company in Santa Ana, California called 
American Turbo-Pak, Inc. Hahn and his 
three employees design, develop, build, 
and market the turbocharger kit that 
stuffed so much manageable muscle in 
the bike we rode and tested. 

Sight and sound partially disguise 
bone-chilling performance during casual 
around-town and freeway cruising; the 
installation is so beautifully simple and 
harmonious that a kitted bike would 
probably go unnoticed on the street ex- 
cept for the hoarse Indy-car exhaust bur- 
ble. And once the note has attracted the 
eye, itis immediately evident that this bike 
is something really different. 





The Z-1 looks partially disrobed with the 
great mass of pipes and mufflers missing 
from its underpinnings and flanks. All four 
of the exhaust stubs feed into a tapered 
collector tube that runs horizontally in 
front of the engine. The header pipe from 
the collector wraps around the left side 
of the cylinder and fastens to the turbo 
housing with a three-bolt flange. The exit 
flange in the turbo’s center leads to a 
single slash-cut tail pipe that almost has 
the exact angular good looks as a Sport- 
ster straight pipe. Perforated heat shields 
are screwed to the pipes where they pass 
near the rider’s or passenger’s leg. 

Adding Sportster feel to the looks of 
the exhaust pipe is American’s treatment 
of the lowered seating position. The 
deeply-cut saddle was absolutely neces- 
sary to keep the rider aboard during drag 
racing, but it gives that same low-to-the- 
ground feeling that so many people like 
about a Sportster. 

Around-town operation is not bad: 
about like an equivalent engine with a 
long-duration camshaft and great big 
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THE THOUSAND DOLLAR HURRICANE 


Turbocharging is the most direct way of making Superbike 
engines over-achievers. The turbocharger itself may be 
viewed as a vicious circle in mechanical form: it uses ex- 
haust gases to create intake boost pressure, which yields 
horsepower and a greater volume of exhaust gases to push 
boost and power even higher. Given free rein, a turbo- 
charger can quickly force an engine right to its breaking 
point. But regulated, turbocharging doesn’t too-greatly re- 
duce reliability, and it is the cheapest, quickest producer 
of big horsepower presently available. 


NOVEMBER 1975 


carburetors. It isn’t necessary to slip the 
clutch dramatically when leaving a stop 
light, or buzz the engine to keep the plugs 
clean. There just isn’t much torque at 
extremely low revs—partly because of the 
long and convoluted inlet tract and partly 
because the compression ratio was low- 
ered to about 7.5:1. The piston was cut 
to provide an extra margin of valve clear- 
ance for mechanical safety during full- 
power shifts, and to lower cylinder pres- 
sure to a Safe level during drag race runs 
at maximum turbo boost. 

Highway and freeway operation is per- 
fectly acceptable. The bike will cruise 
along forever, happy as a clam, getting 
about 40 mpg, as fast as the law allows. 
And if you should ever want to spurt past 
a line of slow cars, they'll never know what 
happened. 

A turbocharger is an air compressor, 
as are all superchargers. It gets its name 
from the engine’s method of driving the 
compressor: a gas turbine turned by the 
flow of exhaust gases across the vanes 
of an impeller wheel. A connecting shaft 
runs through the turbo’s body to rotate 
another impeller in a separate chamber. 
A carburetor feeds this second chambeı 
and the mixture of gasoline and air is 
compressed on its way to the manifold. 

Separating the two working chambers 
in the turbo is an aluminum plain bearing 
housing that is sealed on both ends. A 
hose from the Kawasaki's oil distribution 
tower feeds oil to these bearings and a 
drain hose empties back into the sump 
at the bike’s clutch housing. The pres- 
sure-lubricated plain bearings are neces- 
sary to cope with the turbo’s design speed 
limit of 110,000 rpm. This is well beyond 
the strength limitations of ball or roller 
bearings. 

A thick cast iron housing is used for 
the exhaust turbine so that it will retain 
its shape and strength when the exhaust 
gas temperature approaches 1600 F. at 
full boost. This particular turbocharger is 
certified by the FAA for use in certain 
aircraft applications. One of the tests in- 
volved in this certification requires the 
turbo to be spun until it bursts from cen- 
trifugal force. When this happens, the 
housings must be able to contain all the 
shrapnel. Because of this rating, turbo- 
chargers so listed are the only types of 
superchargers which are not required by 
the rules of some professional racing 
organizations to use external scatter- 


shields. 
Although turbocharging has been for 


45 years an effective means of restoring 
the inlet density of high-flying aircraft to 
that of sea level, its use as a piece of 
speed equipment was long hindered by 
the lack of a material for the exhaust 
impeller that would stand the high revs 
at the necessarily high temperatures. The 
impeller in American’s unit is invest- 
ment-cast from an alloy developed and 
patented by General Motors for use in 
today’s ultra-high-speed turbos. A stain- 
less steel heat shield behind the exhaust 
impeller insulates the cast aluminum-alloy 
body from the exhaust gas heat. It was 


the development of the investment cast- 
33 





ing alloy and process which has allowed 
the advancement of turbocharging as an 
economical means of boosting engine 
power. Probably no less than 75 percent 
of the diesel trucks you see on the high- 
way are turbocharged. 

Bill Hahn built his first turbocharged 
bike, a CB500 Honda, in early 1973. It 
was strictly a personal experiment at the 
time. He had sold his partnership in Action 
Fours, the Santa Ana-based speed 
equipment house, and wanted to keep his 
interest in high-performance motorcycles 


Compression ratio 
Curb weight 

Bhp @ rpm 

Torque @ rpm 

Seat height 

Standing start '4-mile 
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alive while he worked regular hours as 
a hydraulic systems engineer. 

After a full year of part-time develop- 
ment, the turbo installation on a CB750 
Honda was so promising that Hahn de- 
cided to take the great plunge and formed 
American Turbo-Pak. It was decided that 
pure performance was the best way to 
get the point across, so Hahn signed up 
Sam Brocato, a lightning-reflexed drag 
racer who works for the Department of 
Water and Power in Los Angeles. 

As the effort became more successful 


American Turbopak 
Kawasaki 903 Z-1 
Test Conditions: 
Barometer 29.95 

Temperature 
71°F Wet 90°F Dry 
Correction Factor 1.056 
Date of Test: 8/21/75 
As Tested on the 
Webco Dyno 
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technically, the obstacles became more 
and more political. When the main devel- 
opment work was being done, the Ameri- 
can Motorcycle Drag Racing Association 
(the national rules making body and a 
branch of the National Hotrod Associa- 
tion) allowed turbocharged bikes to com- 
pete in the Modified and Altered classes 
at a 2596 displacement handicap. Thus 
a bored-out 825cc turbocharged Honda 
competed directly against normally 
aspirated 975cc machines. Under this 
framework, Brocato set a new AMDRA 
record in the C/Altered class at a meet 
in Memphis, Tennessee with figures of 
145.16 mph @ 10.09 sec. He then backed 
them up with a run of 145.76 @ 9.87 sec. 
in the following meet at Bowling Green, 
Kentucky. The record stuck for two 
weeks; then the howls of protest from the 
established non-turbocharged frontrun- 
ners grew too loud. A sub-committee of 
the AMDRA Rules and Executive commit- 
tees met and decided that the turbo- 
charged bike was going to be too fast 
for its class, even with the 2596 dis- 
placement handicap. The new record was 
summarily stricken from the books and 
separate classes were established for 
turbocharged bikes. This after-the-fact 
action seemed very high-handed—but it 
is true that the classes affected would 
have been dominated by turbocharged 
machines. There have been many such 
reactions to technical innovation in racing 
history; and the innovator is always the 
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Engine 

Speed BHP Torque 
24.63 (45.72) 
30.00 (46.37) 
34.92 (47.30) 
38.11 (47.49) 
41.83 (47.40) 
45.31 (47.64) 
48.78 (48.50) 
51.36 (49.02) 


2000 — 998 (17.41)* 

2500 — 14.27 (22.07) 
19.94 (27.01) 
25.39 (31.65) 
31.85 (36.10) 
38.81 (40.82) 
46.44 (46.17) 
53.78 (51.33) 








61.65 (56.17) 
68.59 (61.04) 
78.88 (66.62) 
85.31 (71.02) 
93.21 (75.00) 
102.79 (78.68) 


53.97 (49.17) 
55.41 (49.32) 
59.18 (49.98) 
59.74 (49.73) 
61.19 (49.23) 
63.51 (48.61) 





11.65 sec.; 118.73 mph 
(8 psi street boost) 


RPMx100 20 





100.90 (80.58) 
101.29 (82.31) 
-- (82.88) 


58.88 (47.02) 
56.00 (45.50) 
-- (43.53) 





*Stock Kawasaki Z-1, January 1975 CYCLE 
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one who gets burned. Hahn’s argument 
was that turbochargers are readily avail- 
able, and that the situation was no dif- 
ferent than electing to use the latest de- 
velopment in tires or the introduction of 
wheelie-bars. But the decision stood— 
after-the-fact or not, it was probably a 
wise one. 

American’s first Kawasaki Z-1 kit was 
entered in the 1975 Bowling Green meet 
and was installed on the very machine 
we tested. The bike established a record 
in the C/Modified-Turbocharged class 
with a mark of 149.50 mph @ 10.22 sec. 
For all-out racing, the turbocharger is 
allowed to pump as hard as the engine 
can make it go. The RayJay turbocharger 
around which the kit is built has design 
maximums of 250 cubic feet of air per 
minute at 30 psi with a maximum ratio of 
atmospheric pressure to boost pressure 
of 3.5:1. Comparing the weight, speed, 
and time figures of the racer to a nomo- 
gram which shows the approximate 
amount of power required to attain the 
performance, indicates that the race 
engine developed close to 200 bhp. 

The basic street-going kit, as installed 
on our test bike, uses exactly the same 
group of components as the drag 
racer—with one addition and one sub- 
traction. An exhaust-header pressure reg- 
ulator, called a waste gate, is appended 
to the street kit to limit the amount of boost 
to a pre-set level; and a water injection 
system, which meters water into the tur- 
bocharger inlet to control detonation at 
high boost pressure, is discarded. Apart 
from these turbocharger system modifi- 
cations, the Goodyear road racing slick 
is replaced by a standard Dunlop road 
tire and the wheelie bar is removed. 

The waste gate is a rectangular box that 
screws directly into the exhaust header 
with a pipe nipple. A hose from the inlet 
manifold controls a piston-actuated valve 
in the waste gate. When the manifold 
pressure reaches a preset level, deter- 
mined by an adjuster screw on the bottom 
of the waste gate, the valve opens and 
allows enough exhaust pressure to flow 
directly out to atmosphere to limit the 
manifold pressure to that level. 

The purpose of the waste gate is to limit 
boost to that amount which the engine 
can handle on acontinuous basis in terms 
of heat dissipation and mechanical 
strength. Depending on the altitude and 
climate where the bike is used, this is 
between 8 and 10 psi boost above atmo- 
spheric. Anyone contemplating using 
more than 10 psi boost should contact 
American Turbo-Pak as to the spark ad- 
vance modification necessary. Their drag 
racer has its ignition locked at a fixed 33 
degrees advance for maximum-boost 
runs. For street use, the normal Z-1 cen- 
trifugal advance, with a maximum of 40 
degrees, is used. 

As mentioned previously, the quality of 
the materials and workmanship in the 
American Turbo-Pak kit is first-rate. The 
unions between the exhaust port stubs 
and the tapered header pipe are preci- 
sion-formed on a milling machine before 
being TIG-welded together. There are 
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none of the sloppy, sharp-edged pipe and 
flange abutments that one sees so often 
in exhaust systems. The cast aluminum 
manifold is functionally attractive and is 
finished in black crackle paint. The 
various hoses are neatly fitted with per- 
manent swivel ends and they are all ex- 
actly the proper length. The manifold 
boost gauge is oil-filled to stabilize its 
needle movement, and the unit is nicely 
mounted on the handlebars near the front 
of the fuel tank so that it can be seen 
at a glance. The carburetor is a Bendix 
float-type, very similar to the one on late 
H-Ds, modified by American Turbo-Pak 
to fit the turbocharger’s needs. 

All of the components fit properly and 
a very detailed set of instructions explains 
each step of installation thoroughly. 

At the retail price of $995, the Z-1 tur- 
bocharger kit is no cheap thrill. But at 
the same time, it is the least expensive 
and most adjustable ultra-high-power en- 
gine kit you can get. Apart from the turbo 
kit, the only modification done to Ameri- 
can’s record-setting racer was to lower 
the compression ratio. For any kit buyer 
who will remove his pistons and send 
them to American Turbo-Pak, the pistons 
will be machined exactly like theirs at no 
extra cost. With engine modification kits 
which use different pistons, cams, valves, 
valve springs, carburetors, etc., the price 
of the parts is only the beginning. For 
most people, a professional mechanic 
must be paid to assemble the compo- 
nents. A reasonably adept owner could 















There are complete front and rear wheel 
kits available, including rear disc brake kits, 
for Honda 500, 550, and 750 Fours and the 
Kawasaki 750cc and 900cc Z-1. 

With a suggested retail price of only 
$265.95 per kit (Kawasaki $379.50), you can’t 
afford to be without a set of Daytona 
wheels. 











SHELBY-DOWD INC., 
1042 Princeton. Drive, 
Marina Del Rey, CA. 
90291 (213) 821-8830 
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assemble and install the turbocharger kit 
in a single afternoon. 

A look at the dynamometer chart shows 
you exactly what you get for your money 
in terms of power. The curve is just mur- 
dered until the revs reach 4000 rpm. But 
the ride from there to 9500 rpm is a jaw- 
dropper. Almost 103 bhp in a reasonably 
manageable street bike is not a bad deal 
for less than $1000. And this is with the 
boost set for 10 psi maximum on Webco’s 
dyno. With the turn of a screw and about 
$500 worth of extra traction improve- 
ments and engine safeguards, you can 
have the distinction of owning the world’s 
fastest streetable motorcycle. 

Of course it’s excessive; many people 
believe that a stock 'n' standard Z-1 is 
excessive to begin with. But the world of 
the modified street bike is littered with 
excess, a glittering trash bin of unneces- 
sarily loud exhaust systems, trick ignition 
systems that for $100 or more go zip in 
the night, chrome-plated discs that can’t 
get you stopped and high-dollar engine 
modifications that can’t get you going. A 
street engine that produces a dyno- 
proven 103 bhp is certainly outra- 
geous—the figure, after all, lies not far 
below that of agood Yamaha TZ-750 road 
racer. But the figure is real—those are real 
horses, Jack—so at least you’re getting 
what you’ve paid for. Outrageous or not, 
the American Turbo-Pak Z-1 kit has to 
be the best hop-up buy around. Just be 
sure before you buy that you really want 
your 903 to make 103 bhp. © 





The standard, outdated spoke wheel 
performs adequately. But the Shelby- 
Dowd Cast Wheel performs superbly. 
The spoke wheel will flex at speed. 

But the Shelby-Dowd Cast Wheel is 
almost six times as strong and will 

not flex, even at superbike speeds. 

Who looks at spoke wheels with their 
ordinary appearance? The Shelby-Dowd 
Cast Wheel adds that extra little 
something that makes a machine stand 
out from the crowd. 

Can you use a Shelby-Dowd Cast Wheel 
on your custom machine or trick cafe 
racer? Think about it. When you come 
to the obvious conclusion, contact 
Shelby-Dowd Industries. 






KITS WILL BE SHIPPED PREPAID 
OR C.O.D. MASTERCHARGE, 
BANKAMERICARD WELCOME. 

FOB MARINA DEL REY, CALIF. 


Calif. residents add 6% sales ‘tax. 





CIRCLE NO. 48 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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Castrol GRAND PRIX Motorcycle Oils for 
two- and four-stroke bikes. Try Castrol 
Synthetic Two-Stroke Motorcycle Oil, 
Castrol Chain Lube and Fork Oil too! 


Burmah-Castrol Inc. 
Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 


Member Burmah Group 


CIRCLE NO. 27 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





STROKE 
INJECTOR OIL 
SAE 30 (mes 

[E 


BURMAH-CASTROL INC asirol 


HACKENSACK. N. J. 07601 
32 FLUID OZS (1 QUART) 


MOTORCYCLE OIL 
SAE 20W/50 


BURMAH-CASTROL INC 
HACKENSACK. N J 07601 
32 FLUID OZS (1 QUART) 
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for an afternoon of bench racing. Forget 
café affability; on the road you'll stay. 

Pull off the stand, nudge the pieces 
away and drop into the saddle. You do 
drop into this bike. The saddle measures 
28.5 inches from the ground; that’s only 
fitting because the whole motorcycle is 
diminutive. Weighing 336 pounds wet and 
rising to 36.5 inches at its highest point, 
the 590cc four-cylinder Honda could hide 
behind a 250 roadster. 

From the saddle, the tank stretches 
forward and grows narrow by the clip-ons. 
High pegs/low bars/small seat—you ad- 
just. Turn the gas tap on, flip the ignition 
toggle-switch, keep your finger off the 
choke cock, and... kick. Pared down to 
the basics, the bike has no electric starter. 
And no turn signals, no indicator lights, 
no horn and no instruments. 

A burst of unmuffled noise rushes 
through the collector system and out the 
open megaphone. Good grief, you choke, 
this thing is not only an anti-social café 
racer, it’s your basic Jailhouse Special. 
You tiptoe stoplight-to-stoplight, hoping 
to fade into traffic. Finally, the road opens 
up and then, outside town, closes down 
into a deserted, winding path through the 
mountains. 

The bike is exactly what you expect: 
light, stable and strong. It retains that 
harmony between engine, brakes and 
suspension which characterizes the CB- 
550. But the Jailhouse Special blends 
those elements at a much higher level. 
The 590cc engine has a ferocious willing- 
ness to rev and a generous amount of 
power—enough to slam the bike forward 
with stomach-tightening rapidity. And why 
not? The power-to-weight ratio falls in the 


same league as a Z-1 Kawasaki. 

The missing tachometer forces the rider 
to be conservative; the instrument's ab- 
sence provides a perverse guarantee that 
the engine won't be over-revved by intim- 
idated testers and borrowers. Other con- 
siderations actually led to the deletion. 
A rev-counter would disrupt the bike's 
clean appearance, and the owner, familiar 
with the Honda 500/550 series, shifts by 
feel and ear anyway. 

The powerful and progressive double- 
disc front brake is tremendous; the rider 
can dial down the speed with rheostatic 
precision. The capability of the front brake 
allows the rider to apply the sensitive rear 
disc discreetly, steadying the bike under 
hard deceleration. Brake-lever adjust- 
ment with a rear disc is crucial; if your 
dimensions don't match the bike per- 
fectly, then a cramped foot can exert too 
much pressure on the lever and chatter 
the rear tire. 

More a racing bike than a street ma- 
chine, this 590cc four-cylinder does great 
violence to the Spirit of Fifty-Five. One 
just can't ride such a motorcycle below 
certain speeds and maintain good mental 
health. Alas, none of these speeds hap- 
pens to be under 55 mph, or even near 
it. These days the matter of speed alone 
will cause red-lights to flash, sirens to wail, 
and Bendix radios to crackle. Further- 
more, the motorcycle hardly has an in- 
conspicuous nature: if the red/yellow 
paint scheme doesn't give the highway 
patrol a scent, they'll find the open mega- 
phone exhaust downright compelling. 

Calculating the odds, no Cycle staffer 
wished to pit his public-relations merit- 
badge against a bookful of traffic cita- 
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tions. A close roadside inspection of the 
motorcycle would tax your repertoire of 
excuses, or entangle you in a long, tech- 
nical discussion of equipment require- 
ments. It would be enough to have you 
hollering for your attorney. Unless you're 
Howard Blau, who owns the motorcycle 
in question. You see, young Mr. Blau is 
an attorney. 

Words can't quite capture some motor- 
cycles. You could call Howard Blau's 
machine a Honda custom, but that termi- 
nology doesn't separate the bike from a 
Honda Four with flashy paint and 
chromed acorn nuts. In America, ''cus- 
tom” suggests lustrous detailing with 
slavish attention to insignificant parts. 
True, Blau's bike has nary a rough edge 
and almost glows in fluorescent splendor. 
Yet the bike is custom-built to the core; 
it’s the difference between good veneer 
and solid mahogany. 

Call it a special. But even that label 
doesn't quite cover the motorcycle. Spe- 
cial often refers to a kit bike, something 
like a Rickman-Honda or Seeley-Norton. 
Well then, you say, the Jailhouse Runner 
must be a glorious home-brewed-and- 
built special, erected in the shadows of 
welding torches and milling machines. 
The motorcycle did take shape in that kind 
of environment but through the grace of 
professional talent. Though Blau is a cer- 
tified motorcycle devotee, the Santa 
Monica counselor is far more at home in 
a courtroom than a machine shop. Cer- 
tainly he was the key figure in the bike's 
construction, but in a larger sense Blau 
simply commissioned the thing. 

This Honda-Whatever fits into the clas- 
sic coachbuilt tradition, which died in the 
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“ ... to those who see nothing 
beyond stark function in motorcycles. 
Blau's effort must seem a bizarre exercise. 


But those who see beauty 
in mechanical things can comprehend 
this three - dimensional objer...” 











United States when the custom houses 
strangled during the Great Depression. 
In the Golden Age of Automobiles, the 
Duesenberg owner did not necessarily 
buy his automobile in the conventional 
way. The Duesenberg factory in Indi- 
anapolis, Indiana preferred to turn out in- 
complete automobiles; dealers and/or 
customers could order rolling chassis with 
engine, drivetrain, wheels, fenders and 
bumpers. Shipped off to a coachbuilder, 
say Murphy in California or Brewster on 
Long Island, the rolling chassis had a 
custombuilt body installed. Some manu- 
facturers and most coachbuilders had 
certain pattern-models, the illustrations of 
which appeared in dealers’ catalogues. 

The Duesenberg customer could spec- 
ify what he wanted on his chassis. Per- 
haps he fancied the style of a particular 
roadster but wanted a modified fender 
line, slightly different wheels, or acces- 
sory headlamps; all that, and more, could 
be arranged within the limits of good 
taste. If the customer had the money of 
God and the taste of a Philistine, the 
coachbuilder (operating under artistic 
duress, but with suitable compensation) 
would fashion a body complete with warts. 
Occasionally a patron would demand a 
totally one-off body, and after setting 
some guidelines, allowed the coach- 
builder to follow his own creativity. 
Whether one-offs or patterned produc- 
tion, the coachbuilders, both here and 
abroad, fashioned some truly extravagant 
and handsome automobiles during the 
Age of Babbittry. 

Commissioned machinery is sure evi- 
dence that a golden age has arrived. 
Professionally built one-offs never occur 
in a vacuum. They are products of a highly 
energized and developed motor culture 
which has at least three characteristics: 
a large pool of standard machinery that 
has pushed creative technology to cost- 
effective limits; a small body of artisans 
who can build special pieces such as cast 
magnesium wheels; and an affluent clien- 
tele so mesmerized by the vehicles they 
will support and underwrite the creation 
of one-offs. In those circumstances the 
American coachbuilders thrived during 
the automobile's Golden Age; and today, 
the same circumstances have converged 
again in motorcycling. 

Suggest a parallel between Honda's 
common 500/550 engine and the historic 
6.9 liter Duesenberg, and that notion will 
cause brand-name cognoscenti to fall out 
of their zip-back boots in shock and 
anger, while classic car buffs will explode 
straight out of their white patent-leather 
shoes. There’s no use arguing—the 
icon-worshippers can have their 6.9 liter 
Indianapolis Eights; we'll take the Honda 
Four. Indiscriminate motorcyclists, who 
have never learned the distinction be- 
tween an excellent engine and a rare one, 
may still wonder why Blau selected the 
proletarian Honda Four. Simple. Its engi- 
neering papers and five years of experi- 
ence concur—it’s a tremendous unit. 

In August 1973 Cycle observed a fun- 
damental truth at the center of the 500/ 
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The place to save 
on fine leathers. 


| Save up to 50% on fine leather merchan- 
JJ dise, by mail from the Camel Filters Leather 
Shop. 

Take a look at these values. And place your 
order today. No proof of purchase required. 


1. Latigo visor with Camel imprint. One size 
adjusts to fit all. $4.45 (value to $6.00). 

2. Smooth grained leather vest. Brown. 

S (56-38), M (40-42), L (44). $27.45 (value to 
$50.00). 

8. Leather bush coat. Caramel. Zip-out pile 
lining. Even sizes 36-46. $84.95 (value to 
$150.00). g 

4. Brass finish Camel buckle f 
with 1-3/4" wide tan latigo belt. N 
Sizes 28-46. $5.95 (value to $11.00). 

5. Split cowhide CPO jacket. Rust brown, rayon 
lined. Even sizes 34-46. $47.95 (value 
to $75.00). 

6. Leather wine bota with shoulder strap. 
Polyethylene liner. Holds 1 at. $7.95 (value 
to $16.00). 

Mail to: Camel Filters Leather Shop 

P.O. Box 308, Mt. Kisco, N.Y. 10549 


Please send me the following merchandise. | certify that 
I am 21 years of age, or older. (Please Print 


Item | quantity | Sue Total Cost 
Visor $445 | | $ 


Vest 27.45 
Bush Coat 84.95 
Buckle & Belt 5.95 
CPO Jacket 47.95 
Bota 7.95 
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Total Order $ | 





BankAmericard # 


Master Charge Account# 





MC. Interbank# ————— — — — Cardexp. date 





Signature. 
Name 





Address 





City State Zip 
Send check, money order or charge. Min. charge acct., $10.00. 


(No cash.) Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. Offer expires April 30, 1976. 
Void where prohibited or regulated. Money back guarantee. 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 


Ds That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 
19: mg. tar”, 13 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette, FIC Report MAR; ‘75. 3 3 3 Y 
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"There's no way I can make 
Infantry sound easy: and good. 
It's — good. 





“Proving you could take what’s coming, and keep going. 
That’s all life was where I come from. The worst thing was to let 
yourself down, or let down the people you were tight with. When 
I joined Infantry, I already had the spirit, you might say.” 

Dan Overstreet was ready for the Infantry. Not everybody is. 
The job demands teamwork, physical skill, and brains. 

“Mostly what you do in Infantry is learn. Not just in the field, 
but in classrooms too. You learn 
tactics, you learn how to handle dif- 
ferent kinds of equipment. They 
train you to be smart. You’ve got to 
be for the work you do. 

If you enlist for Infantry, you’ll 
get all the benefits of being in the Army. 
The good pay, the chance to travel, 
and to further your education. But 
your mind and body will be worked to 
the limit to meet the demands of an 
important job. The pride in that is 
what Infantry is all about. 

“I don't know 
if this is the best 
time of my life, 
but it'd be hard to 
choose between 
now and whenever 
it was? 













PFC Danny Lee Overstreet, 
First Cavalry Division, 
Fort Hood, Texas. 


7 Join the people 
who've joined the Army. 


For more information about opportunities in Infantry, Armor, or Artillery, 
send the postcard, or call 800-523-5000 toll free. In Pa., call 800-362-5696. 
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“Why spring fora BMW? 
It's the greatest touring machine you can buy. 





No matter what you call touring.” 


Most guys think the man on the left is 
the standard BMW rider (He's actually Al 
Reduce, a builder from Guttenberg, N.J.) He 
rides BMW because it's reliable, smooth, 
comfortable 

The surprise to most guys is that the 
man on the right is alsoa BMW rider (That's 
Reg Pridmore, cycle shop owner, Goleta, CA.) 
Reg rides BMW because it's smooth, reliable, 
and goes like hell. Fast enough to win major 
American production races against some of the 
hottest bike/rider combos around. Surely a 
different kind of riding from the type were 
known for. 3 

How can the BMW be both a great 
tourer, and a great racer? Because it's built to 
our unique désign concept: the cycle should be 


built light for handling and performance, simple 


for reliability, and assembled with extreme care. 
Out of this concept came our powerful, yet 








robust flat twin engine, and our legendary 
comfortable ride and shaft drive. And we stick 
to this concept in everything. Call it our German 
thoroughness, if you want. We at BMW have al- 
ways called it the only way to make a motorcycle. 
For example, we not only hand weld our 
frames, butt use a unique optical sighting jig to 
align the steering head 
precisely. Onlytwo men in 
our factory are cleared to use 
that jig. And the number 
stamped on each frame is 
_coded to the man who 
aligned it. You can bet he 
makes sure it's perfect. 
N Of course, a frame 
isn't finished xd its painted. And we want it to 
stay painted. So we sand blast our frames 
with a very expensive quartz and steel mixture 
to peen the surface, phosphate it for cleanup, 





undercoat, then enamel and bake. The paint 
we spray on will stay on. 
The hand ang ona BMW is exactly 
u 307 that. And the ladies who 
wield the brush take 
pride in their art. So 
much so that they 
usually sign their paint- 
ings. Under the tank. 
We take steps 
you can't see, too. Like 
the elaborate and expensive AL-FIN metal- 
lurgical process. We wanted the heat 
conductivity of aluminum for our fins. Yet 
needed tough iron cylinder bores. Problem is, 
when you put the two together, an oxidation 
layer forms that slows the heat transfer. AL-FIN 
allows us to create a molecularly integrated 
head. So the bike runs cool, and trouble-free. 
Handling depends on weight. So we use 
only alloy rims. They're expensive, but they're 
lighter: giving. a BMW less unsprung weight. 
Handling. The calipers on most bikes are 
mounted ahead of the fork. It's the easiest, 


cheapest way. But it isn't 
the best way. The best way 
is with the caliper behind 
the fork. Because it puts 
the weight closer to the steer- 
ing axis, so it steers easier. 
AL: "Okay, that's 
what makes BMW a fine 
machine. But what makes it great to own is that 
you just know you can get on it anytime, and 
just go. Anywhere. No worries.’ 
REG: "Well, isnt that what motorcycling's 
all about?" 
See the entire BMW line at your local 
dealer. Look for him in the Yellow Pages. U.S. 
Importer: Butler & Smith Inc., Norwood, N.]. 
07648/Compton, CA. 90220. In Canada, BMW 
Motorcycle Distributors, Ontario, 
Canada. European delivery 
plans available. 








Bavarian Motor Works ~ 


50 years of building the world's finest motorcycles 
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550 series. "Engineering, even in its most 
bloodless, computerized form, still is, at 
least in some measure, art. So some en- 
gines naturally prove to be better than 
others, despite all the learned diligence 
of the men with the slide rules. Occasion- 
ally all the decisions that go into the crea- 
tion of an engine prove to have been 
especially happy ones, and the finished 
product is especially good. That appears 
to have been the case with the Honda 
CB-500 Four. It does not differ much in 
overall specification from the CB-750 en- 
gine designed by the same team. Yet it 
has turned out better. Not more reliable, 
or anything coldly quantitative, but simply 
better in terms of that indefinable some- 
thing we call feel. Its smooth, free as 
turbine, and you know it's going to keep 
right on spinning merrily away for as long 
as the road lasts.” 

In search of more power, Blau had 
earlier jumped the displacement of his 
standard CB-500 Four to 570cc. This 
modification was (and still is) an expedient 
way to more horsepower because the 
cylinder liners were simply bored out to 
accept 60mm pistons from the old Honda 
305 series. This piston switch gave im- 
pressive results by raising the dis- 
placement and elevating the compression 
ratio almost to 14:1. In response to that 
kind of pressure, most engines would light 
up like a hand grenade. But not Honda's 
500 Four. 


FINALLY. 


The 500 engine, pulled out of his street 
bike, became the cornerstone of Blau's 
creation. In the interest of more power, 
the engine grew again, this time out to 
590cc. CB-500 engines usually reach 
590cc with the installation of 61mm CB- 
750 pistons. The compression ratio moves 
to a reasonable 10.25:1, but the cylinder 
liners thin out to razor-blade thickness. 

Bill Meyer handled the short-block work 
for Blau. And in the process of rebuilding 
the engine, Meyer fix-kitted the transmis- 
sion, alleviating the 500's infamous sticky 
shifting. The electric starter was tossed 
out, joining most of the electrical system 
discarded earlier. A Sebring pointless 
electronic ignition replaced the conven- 
tional Honda breaker points. As finally 
installed, the Sebring unit (now super- 
ceded) is comprised of two solid-state 
voltage regulators and recharging system 
for a ten-cell, .6-amp nicad battery pack. 
The cells provide enough current to 
power the headlight long enough to meet 
legal requirements. But the main function 
ofthe battery pack is to excite the primary 
field in the Honda's alternator so that the 
engine can be started. The electrical sys- 
tem is so compact it would slip into one 
pocket of a hunting jacket. 

Jack Hateley, an old-line Triumph spe- 
cialist and custom-engine builder in 
Northridge, California prepared the cylin- 
derhead. Hateley's meticulous assembly 
included tailoring intake tracts, matching 
valves and valve springs, and doing a 
precise valve job. Blau selected the Yosh- 


A motor oil good enough for the Honda name. 





In motorcycling the name 
Honda means excellence. Now that 
excellence is found in a motor oil 
by the same name — Honda Motor 
Oil. An oil made to take the 
demands of four-stroke motorcycle 
engines. With OCP —a synthetic 
additive that extends the oil's 
performance over wide ranges of 
engine temperatures and speeds. 
Formulated to reduce combustion 
chamber ash deposits and minimize 
varnish and sludge build-up. An 
ideal multigrade oil for use in a 
wide range of climates. And it 
exceeds all new-car warranty 
standards. So that makes it a great 
choice for you to make whenever you 
want a fine four-stroke motor oil. Ask 
for it today at your Honda dealer's! 


HONDA. 
Motorcycle Oil with OCP. 


©1975 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
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imura Isle of Man camshaft (YR-2-3) and 
the mandatory S&W valve springs. The 
camshaft (25-55/55-22) considerably 
animates mid-sized Honda Fours; gener- 
ally, most owners find the camshaft pro- 
duces more power everywhere, but the 
real bonus is above 8000 rpm. 

The engine’s exterior has a pleasing 
surface variety with highly polished alloy 
counterbalanced by bead-blasted cases. 
The blasted aluminum alloy has an even, 
fine-textured matt instead of the usual 
Honda engine paint. In this case the lovely 
external details—from socket-head case 
bolts to polished-aluminum carburetor 
bellmouths—do not add up to an Easter 
egg engine: a resplendent exterior over 
a cooked interior. 

Motorcycles yield to stylists with great 
stubbornness, and sometimes refuse to 
capitulate at all. Automobiles are quite 
different. Four-wheelers are mechanical 
objects over which forms can be laid, so 
auto stylists can bypass the running-gear 
hardware. In building a beautiful motor- 
cycle, however, one can’t ignore the me- 
chanical structures. Sheet-metal surgery 
(the pitfall of automotive-types in motor- 
cycles) invariably makes a motorcycle 
look like a grotesque motorscooter. 
Imagine the difficulty of designing an en- 
gine compartment in an automobile, 
wherein under-hood forms, spatial rela- 
tionships, and finishing became impor- 
tant. An equally difficult task faces anyone 
who wants to construct a handsome mo- 
torcycle. A successful design must nec- 
essarily incorporate, not cover, the mo- 
torcycle’s mechanical bits-and-pieces 
which often resist any arrangement 
pleasing to the eye. 

For Blau the running gear was impor- 
tant, both aesthetically and functionally. 
Visually the running gear ties a motorcy- 
cle together, perhaps not in the same way 
as an automobile’s fender sculpture, 
though just as surely. But function was pri- 
mary: without a first-notch frame, swing- 
arm and suspension, there couldn’t be 
a viable motorcycle. As a smooth, fast 
street rider, Howard Blau knew the dif- 
ference between a good-handling motor- 
cycle and anything less, so he couldn’t 
talk himself into just another pretty frame 
with an arresting shape. 

Performance counted. In 1973 at On- 
tario Raceway Blau saw the germ for a 
very special street bike in the Action Fours 
570 Honda. Later he visited Chet Page, 
a design engineer for Rohé Scientific 
Corporation (medical diagnostic equip- 
ment), who had built the Action Fours 
frame. In the old tradition of coachbuild- 
ing, Blau explained what he wanted: an 
elegant one-off race bike a half-step re- 
moved from the track. And the Action 
Fours bike was close to Blau’s specifi- 
cation: a similar frame/swing arm, with 
minor modifications for street use, would 
meet his requirements. 

The frame was only the beginning. Blau 
wanted a tank and seat built to fit the 
frame. Here customer and constructor 
had to share basic taste in motorcycle 
forms. If Page liked highly angular shapes 
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HOW TO BECOME MORE EMPLOYABLE 
IN AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE, 
ELECTRONICS OR RELATED FIELDS. 


Learn your job at Teterboro Airport. 
Since 1947, home of the Teterboro School of Aeronautics. 





GET THIS FREE BOOKLET 


e Colorful, Informative e Student Financial Aid— Loans, Grants, etc. 

e Career Facts e Veterans Education Benefits : 
e Aircraft Maintenance Course (FAA) e Placement Assistance 

e Electronics Course (FCC) e Highly Qualified Technical Instructors 

e College Transfer Credits * Groups Now Forming 





CALL COLLECT NOW: (201) 288-6300 
OR VISIT OR MAIL THIS 
COUPON TODAY. | xcix School ei hamma u 
You're invited to be our guest for a day. ! 80 Moonachie Avenue à 
You'll meet some of our ! Teterboro Airport 


graduates and tour our facilities. | Teterboro, New Jersey 07608 
Please send me your (check below): 





O Free brochure 
O Free “Be Our Guest For A Day” Pass 


Name 





Address 








City State Zip 








Phone Number (Area Code ) 
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It's all in your hea 


Why are you reading this excellent magazine? 


The real things that make people want to read a magazine 
such as this one are likely to make them just as enthusiastic about 
reading a magazine like Newsweek. 


It’s a matter of the qualities all intelligent people have: interest, 
awareness, keenness, judgment-which in a sense are indivisible. 


The qualities that lead them to cultivate hobbies, outside in- 
terests, non-business enthusiasms (and also make them smart 
enough to acquire the money to do so) lead them to require a 
weekly supply of general information on what goes on in the 
world. They want a ‘‘fix’’ on the news just as they want to know 
all there is to know about the newest sailing rig for their boats, the 
latest development in zoom lenses, or how to crank a few more 
revs out of their sports car. 


"*It's all in your head' -in the most literal sense of the phrase. 
There's no other place for an interest, an enthusiasm-an idea-to be. 
About the only thing that's not in your head (and your customer's) 


is the wherewithal to indulge your enthusiasm-and that's in the bank. 


It makes sense. And if you are an advertiser of products or 
services-it also makes money. Get the idea of your product into 
the heads of people who are spectacularly well-equipped to do 
something about it, such as go out and buy it. 


When you advertise in Newsweek, you get a generous share 
of both worlds-the world of the mind and the world of the money. 
You get as many as 19 million adult readers, most of them 
very bright and far above the national averages in ability to spend for 
what they want. 


As is well known to brainy management, the business that 
hopes to grow needs a steady infusion of new prospects to ac- 
company its present customers. And the purpose of this essay is 
to convince you that next to this magazine, or after this magazine, 
Newsweek is one of the best places in print to find them. 


A heady proposition? Not at all-just common sense. 


Newsweek 
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Eastern's Florida Autumn Weekender. Only 5173 Kisise 


If you can’t get away for a week, get away for a weekend. 

You can do it. Even on a budget. 

With Eastern's low-cost Autumn Weekenders, you can spend a 
weekend in a summer place at a price you can afford. 

Fly away to Miami Beach and stay 5 days and 4 nights at the 
oceanside Newport Hotel for only $173.* This Newport Weekender 
includes a buffet dinner, Sunday brunch and Monday continental 
breakfast. You also get admission to the Calder or Gulfstream racetrack. 

Or spend 5 days and 4 nights on a Florida houseboat. This $174* 
Ft. Lauderdale/Marina Bay Club Weekender includes unlimited tennis 
and nightly entertainment. Transportation between the airport and your 
houseboat suite is provided. 

For more information about these and other Autumn Weekenders 
throughout Florida and Puerto Rico, call Eastern at 986-5000 in New 
York or 621-2121 in Newark. Or call your travel agent. 


*Prices based on Eastern's reduced coach airfare of $122 round-trip. To qualify make reservations and 
buy tickets (at the same time) at least 7 days in advance and travel Monday through Thursday. No 
meals will be served, seats are limited and if your plans change your reservation is subject to a 
cancellation fee of $10 or 10% of the fare, whichever is greater. Prices effective till 12/15/75 except 
during Thanksgiving period and are per person based on double occupancy in hotel, and do not include 
local taxes, meals &transfers unless indicated, gratuities or security charges. Prices subject to change. 
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In 1853, Commodore Perry lifted 
the original Bamboo Curtain. 
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n Wy Vp: Gt A For centuries,Japan was a distant and mysterious 
pi i country to the rest of the world. 

But after Commodore Matthew C. Perry 
sailed into a Japanese port and instigated the first 
"Japanese-American" friendship treaty, Japan 
has become one of the most productive and in- 
fluential countries in the world. 

As the United States celebrates its Bicenten- 
nial, the Navy proudly points to those Navy men 
like Commodore Perry who played such a large 
part in the growth of this country and the world. 
At the same time, we're looking for good 
mo IRA ae A Be , men to join the Navy, and carry on our history- 

PUT ani ini m (| making tradition. 

Lay "2077 Hh EU s u If you'd like to know more about the careers 
$ X and opportunities in the Navy, just send us the 

coupon below, see your Navy recruiter, or call 

toll free 800-841-8000 (in Georgia, 800-342-5855). 

Who knows, maybe someday the Navy could 
be saluting you. 


Build your future on a proud tradition. 
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Capt. H.C. Atwood, Jr., U.S. Navy 

NAVY OPPORTUNITY INFORMATION CENTER 
P.O. Box 2000 

Pelham Manor, NY. 10803 
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| YES. I'd like to build my future on a proud tradition! Please tell me more 
| about the opportunities awaiting me in today's Navy. (G) 
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and Blau wanted soft, rounded ones, 
someone else would have done the tank 
and seat. But again in Page’s previous 
work, Blau had seen appealing shapes. 
Patterning a tank and seat after those on 
his own bike, Page developed Blau’s 
one-off components in fiberglass. 

In a literal sense, Page built the frame 
for Blau’s 590 engine. So close were the 
tolerances that other 500 Honda engines 
wouldn't quite fit. Finally, a rolling chassis 
left Page's workshop in Huntington 
Beach, minus the engine. The cycle ran 
along on TT-100 tires, which covered a 
set of polished and gold-anodized Morris 
wheels. A Ceriani road racing fork, with 
35mm tubes and triple clamps, graced the 
front end. A few mounting brackets had 
been placed—for the coils, steering 
damper and footpegs. The footpeg posi- 
tion, of course, had been set for Blau and 
coordinated with the Tommeselli clip-ons. 
By conventional standards, the bike might 
have been nearly complete, but actually 
Blau had just rough rolling stock in need 
of finishing. 

From Page's workshop Blau hauled his 
prize to Jewel Hendricks' garage. Hen- 
dricks, who had spent years in engi- 
neering and development work for Tyler 
Camera Systems in Hollywood, California, 
is a virtuoso with machine tools. He has 
an easy, natural understanding of ma- 
chinery: almost reflexively he sees how 
things go together and how things can 
be built. It’s the gift which every engi- 
neering student wishes he had, and few 
possess. Moreover, Hendricks works 
metal with such fluidity and precision that 
the stuff almost becomes plastic in his 
hands. Hendricks had built his own spe- 
cial, and Blau, having seen the machined 
details of that bike, recognized Hendricks 
as the man. Blau liked the way Hendricks 
solved problems—and the physical 
shapes and forms which resulted. 


Slowly and sporadically, Jewel Hen- 
dricks made progress. For Blau, Hen- 
dricks was a constant source of amaze- 
ment in a machine shop. Blau would walk 
in with a chunk of 7075-T6 aluminum alloy, 
and Hendricks would create. In turn Jewel 
hadnevermetanyone who wasso amazed, 
mystified and awed by big machine tools 
clicking out parts. From Hendricks' mind 
and hands came scores of parts—every- 
thing from the front-brake junction box 
to the taillight/license plate holder. 

Of all the parts he fashioned, Hendricks 
has three favorite pieces: the centers for 
the front disc brakes, the rear brake lever, 
and the hanger for the megaphone. Other 
individuals, to be sure, may find different 
parts more dazzling: the hangers for the 


front brake calipers, the rear brake torque. 


arm, or the front-brake junction box. So 
painstakingly rendered and machined and 
polished are these pieces, it is incon- 
ceivable that anything from the Golden 
Age of Automobiles was better crafted. 


Blau's bike spent almost a year in Hen- 
dricks' Van Nuys workshop. He inched 
forward at a pace which others only toler- 
ate in artists. And everytime Blau saw a 
completed piece, it re-affirmed the wis- 
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dom of patience. Had Hendricks’ total 
energies been focused on the Blau proj- 
ect, the motorcycle still would have 
dragged to completion. Six months 
passed while Blau waited for the Lock- 
heed rear-brake master cylinder. Working 
on the bike was like building a pyramid; 
if parts were missing out of one row, there 
was no way to build another tier. 


Early in 1975 the bike moved into How- 
ard Blau's living room where he fussed 
over the paint scheme and continued 
detailing. He sat down with drawing paper 
and watercolors, trying to formulate the 
right design. The frame, which had been 
nickel-plated after Hendricks finished, re- 
quired no paint. Some parts, large and 
small, were still going to and coming from 
Washington Metal Polishing in North Hol- 
lywood, California, as Blau picked and 
sorted his way to completion, avoiding a 
garish overkill. 


With his final paint scheme on paper, 
Blau enlisted yet another member of 
Southern California's Semi-Secret Circle 
of Talent, Jim Crago. The Montrose 
painter, like all gifted specialists who at- 
tract twenty times the work anyone would 
want, accepts projects which interest him 
and passes off ordinary chores. Blau's 
tank, seat, and splash guard returned in 
flawless yellow and red enamel separated 
by gold striping. 

Somewhere in the process of its crea- 
tion, the motorcycle began to transcend 
the original objective—a race bike a half- 
step away from the track—and became 
a work of art. The artistry flowed out of 
the function. Had the priorities been re- 
versed, canvas rather than metal would 
have been the appropriate medium. To 
those who see nothing beyond stark 
function in motorcycles, Blau's effort must 
seemabizarre exercise. Butthose who see 
beauty in mechanical things can compre- 
hend this three-dimensional objet. 

Blau never intended that the motorcycle 
be an everyday piece; indeed, he keeps 
a Triumph 750 Bonneville for routine 
sports/street riding. For that matter, 
twenties-style high-rollers didn't vamp 
around in coachbuilt Duesenbergs. 
Coachbuilders and customers alike un- 
derstood that the best of those automo- 
biles were both vehicles and art. And like 
the Golden Age classics, the value of 
Blau's machine has little to do with what 
was spent on it or what can be done with 
it. The value comes from what it is. 


Blau's sensitivity to Shape and form and 
craftsmanship—as well as his knowledge 
offunction—made the motorcycle. Equally 
important were the artisans and special- 
ists whom Blau discovered and recruited 
for his project. Certainly they didn't all 
work under one roof, as in the days of 
Murphy and Brewster and Rollston. 
There's little difference, because Blau 
made his own roof and drew the talent 
under it. His motorcycle testifies to the 
richness of that talent. American crafting 
genius never died with the great classic 
cars; it's all around us today—in space, 
on the race track, and in Howard Blau's 
living room. © 
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Just telling it like it is. . . We 
took a 1975 MT 250 Honda, added 
the Hooker expansion chamber. 
and got 21% more horsepower 
than stock and 41% more than 
Bassani!* At peak performance, 
Hooker unleashed 22.9 horsepower | 
at 5,500 rpm: compared to Stock 
with 18.8 at 6,000 rpm and Bassani 
with 16.2 at 6,000 rpm. By seat of 
the pants testing, we were 
confident it was a great system. 
But even the best riders can be 
fooled, so we always depend on 
our dyno to tell the truth. And the 
simple truth is: Hooker is the 
ultimate performer. 


*Testing was conducted at Hooker's California facility, 
on May 15, 1975 on a Stuska dynamometer by Product 
Development Engineer, Dick Lytell. The Honda 
(engine #MT250 E2010168) was tested stock and with 
off-the-shelf tuners from Hooker #26820 and Bassani 
#250: Copies of this comparison are available 

rom Hooker Headers. 


A skateboard in your favorite cycle magazine! That’s 
right. California cyclists have discovered a new 
challenge and excitement in high performance 
skateboarding. From all over the country more and 
more cyclists are asking about the newest Hooker 
product. Hooker has| revolutionized the sport with the 
Hooker Tune Flex Skateboard. No longer is 
skateboarding limited by equipment. Urethane wheels, 
double action trucks and flexible boards have expanded 
the sport to sophisticated high performance levels. 
But these innovations are only beginnings, the real 
revolution is from Hooker. It's the Hooker Tune 

Flex Board; an 
exciting suspension 
system combined 
with a superior 
fiberglass board for 
total versatility. 
This system lets you 
tune the board’s 
spirit for your style 
and weight. With Hooker's system you can change 
the wheel base, easily (without drillin ). Or keep the 
board alive by adjusting the structural flex. One 
simple adjustment can release the energy of a flex 
board for the wildest hotdogging or assure the stability 
and security of a rigid board for high speed runs. 

For any tricks, turns or races you can dream up, the 
Hooker board can be dialed into just the right 
performance attitude. Or, for the first time around 
you can order the Hooker board without the 
suspension system (it can be added later). All 

boards are complete|with double action trucks and 
urethane wheels, Slicks in front, Stokers in rear. 
Available in 24 inch length fiberglass. with a sure 

grip deck in competition yellow or rainbow (no two 
alike). It’s cheaper to buy the best the first time. 

And you can order direct, sight unseen and know 
you'll get the best just because it's from Hooker. 


Patent Pending 





=E a ae pene eee es “aed peer 
| Yes, I want the best. Send me a Hooker. ] 

Hooker Board with suspension system: | 
| — — $58.40 Yellow ___ $59.40 Rainbow | 
| Hooker Board: 

— $38.45 Yellow ____$39.45 Rainbow 

| Undecided! Send $1.25 for information on all 
| Hooker products. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Name 








My weight is 


Address 





City 





State Zip. 


Enclose check or money order only. Payable to 
Hooker, 1032 West Brooks St., Ontario, Calif. 91762. | 
Freight included. California residents add 6% tax. Of- | 
fer void where prohibited. Sorry, no C.O.D. 
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Whether you buy it for motocross, scrambles or just 
splashing around, the MX-2 will continually amaze 
you—and everyone who owns a 250. 


€ |n Midwestern and Southeastern America, where people still love 
scrambles and intense young men in full leathers still tangle in 
God-fearing heats for a chance at the Main, MX-2s with flat-track 
< tires demolish everything else in the 175 class. With a switch to 
-knobby tires the Can-Am becomes a motocrosser that will pulverize 
-every other 175:on the track. As usual, Can-Am achieves much 
i vincibility with-brute horsepower, the kind found in 250s, 
nat r'S= punch: is complemented by fine geometry and 
ension. As a:motorcycle only a couple of things are 
i ihe of them is-that it's a-175. : 
nerates active racing in.only 
ve motocross. is almost 

























localized hotbeds support the class well 
enough for Can-Am to have built 1000 
MX-2s, but Honda will sell that many 125 
Elsinores in California and Texas alone. 
Until the class becomes universally active, 
the MX-2 will have limited appeal, which 
detracts slightly from its significance even 
though it’s generally asuperb motorcycle. 
When people realize today’s 175s are the 
perfect transition from wide-open shift- 
a-million 125s to big bikes, the next major 
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expansion in motocross will be in this 
class. A 175 has enough midrange power 
to drive through a turn without shifting, 
yet doesn’t have the big-bike disadvan- 
tages of size, wheelspin and body-rending 
speed. The 175s are generally less ex- 
pensive as well, although at $1395 the 
MX-2’s price does not substantially un- 
dercut a 250. 

People who still consider a 175 small 
haven't ridden one lately. Most can pull 
90-mph gearing. A good one can climb 
the Matterhorn at Saddleback Park. In the 
ISDT, 175s oftenturn in the fastest special 
test times. At Bonneville this year a near- 
stock Can-Am ran 96.60 mph. 

The MX-2 has definitely arrived in terms 
of performance. Our bike, a random ex- 
ample obtained from a dealer with no 
special preparation, cooly spun off 24.79 
horsepower on the Webco dyno. This is 
much more than any other 175 moto- 
crosser Cycle has tested (the last was a 
Yamaha and it made 16.59 hp), and 
greater than the output of Bultaco's 250 
Pomeroy Replica, which totalled 24.00 hp. 
Almost more significant is that the MX-2 
produced 15.32 foot-pounds of torque 
compared to the Yamaha's 10.25 and the 
250 Bultaco's 16.43. 

Cycle road tests have sometimes been 
chided for overreliance on dyno figures 
in the general evaluation of certain ma- 
chines. Critics say Cycle doesn't write a 
favorable test unless the bike has excep- 
tional horsepower. If ithas the most, Cycle 
almost always calls it the best, they claim. 
Since the Can-Am knocks out nearly 25 
horsepower, critics would predict that this 
will be a rave road test. It is. But not 
because of the dyno figures. They merely 
letus see why the MX-2 will out-gun every 
other 175 on the track and give fits to 
many 250s. 

Look at the curve. When other 175s are 
peaking out at 20 hp, the Can-Am has 
just begun to operate between 7000 and 
9000 revs—where it has 5 more hp on 
tap. If you're in front of the pack, this edge 
will keep contenders at bay and let you 
spray dirt (a great defense) at higher 
speeds than most 175s. If you're chasing 





When a chain breaks it wads up in front of the countershaft sprocket and often breaks the cases. 


Can-Am's bolt-on shroud prevents this. Each new countershaft sprocket has a corresponding shroud. 


52 


frontrunners, extra power suddenly turns 
a short straight or an uphill into a passing 
opportunity otherwise unavailable. Or you 
can dog the guy in front, using your power 
advantage to force a mistake or wear him 
out. Your own fatigue is less because the 
motor contributes so much to overall 
speed. Such are the advantages of Can- 
Am horsepower on the track—and this is 
where the bike earned Cycle's respect 
and high rating. The dyno confirms it. 
A rider weighing 140 pounds or less 
will be able to pull second-gear starts 
unless the track offers exceptional trac- 
tion—then he'll have to use first to get 
the wheelspin necessary to keep the en- 
gine from bogging. A lot of careful clutch- 
ing is required in first-gear starts because 
a low 31.68:1 ratio brings on engine revs, 
and wheelies, almost instantaneously. 
With the clutch fully released and the 
wheel loose, the bike goes amazingly 
straight because wheelspin isn't the ex- 
plosive, mad-fishtail type. The Can-Am 
has a dig-in torquey style of power deliv- 
ery which always seems to give the tire 
at least a two-fingered grip on traction. 
Yokohama Super Diggers bite hard on 
all types of terrain except hard-pack. On 
a hard and dry track the rear tire's outside 
knobs let go too easily during acceler- 
ation or braking in turns. Pitching into a 
fast turn puts the MX-2 in a mile-track 
slide which scrubs off speed and drops 
revs. Most riders who compete on hard 
tracks will immediately begin experi- 
menting with rear rubber. Few will change 
the front tire because it handles both 
braking and turns with claw-like tenacity. 
Perhaps the tire would not seem so 
good if the front brake did anything be- 
sides make the hub hot. Although pass- 
able in some motocross situations, Can- 
Am brakes have always been marginal— 
most certainly the weakest components 





Girling gas-charged shocks mount upside down 
so unsprung weight is only the piston and its rod. 
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on the machine. Stopping power is mini- 
mal and feel through the levers is poor. 
Fade sets in with continuous use and 
water has easy entry to make things 
worse. Lining and drum technology has 
somehow evaded Can-Am, an ironic situ- 
ation considering their other motorcycle 
technology equals or surpasses the best. 
Few bikes steer better than the MX-2. 
Stock geometry is 30 degrees of rake, but 
this angle may be changed in half-degree 
increments between 26 and 32 degrees 
by adjusting eccentrics in the steering 
head. The stock combination delivers 
predictable and accurate steering as far 
as the tires will hold. The bike is equally 
proficient at leaning through a turn, 
squaring it off or riding the berm. Slides 
are the only tricky handling maneuver, 
since the rear end comes around quickly 
and requires lots of power to maintain. 
Suspension has the advantage of con- 
trolling a light bike (219 pounds wet) 
usually ridden by smaller riders at speeds 
not so punishing to forks and shocks. 
Consequently they last longer and work 
better than the ones on 40-horsepower 
big bikes. In front, a Betor fork with 6.5 
inches of travel is satisfactory in most 
situations, but on rough tracks it could 
better complement forward-mounted 
shocks with another inch of travel. New 
this year are Girling gas-charged shocks 
with soft springs and stiffish damping both 
ways. These single-tube dampers do not 
separate the gas and oil, but instead 
combine them in a pre-foamed damping 
mixture unaffected by piston speed. This 
results in extremely consistent action. 
There are other technical benefits: sepa- 
rating membranes and floating seals are 





You will want to loop the cables with less arc 
to prevent their being hooked by someone’s bars. 
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eliminated; the space normally used to 
isolate gas can be used for travel; oil 
capacity becomes greater and heat dis- 
sipation more efficient. These shocks 
have proved nearly indestructible and 
contribute greatly to the overall fine han- 
dling of the MX-2. 

Several changes since the MX-1 de- 
buted in 1973 strengthen, lighten and 
improve the MX-2. The main engine cases 
are now cast in magnesium. Closer-ratio 
transmission gears make it easier to stay 
within the powerband when shifting. The 
Bosch electronic ignition has been re- 
placed by a Motoplat CDI in an attempt 
to gain greater reliability and quality con- 
tro! in electrical components. More 
horsepower in the MX-2 comes from 
modifications to the rotary valve, expan- 
sion chamber and cylinder porting along 
with a bump from 13:1 compression to 
15:1. A final change wires the oil injection 
pump wide open so the engine gets maxi- 
mum lubrication regardless of throttle 
position. 

New chassis components include D.I.D. 
aluminum alloy rims, Magura power 
levers, soft rubber grips, an aluminum 
seat base replacing the old steel one and 
a quick-change Magura throttle. 

These updates failed to solve an old 
Can-Am problem and possibly created a 
new one. The spokes still loosen four to 
five times before taking a set (in spite of 
the new rims), and for the first time a 
Can-Am is hard to start. It lights off quickly 
when bumped, but often won't fire at all 
when kicked. Weak coils or insufficient 
cranking speed for the new Motoplat CDI 
are likely responsible—and Can-Am will 
have to find a solution. 

That and fix the brakes is all they have 
to do. Even now, anyone interested in a 
comparable 175 will have to buy a 250.© 

(Specifications page 54) 


broken one can’t slip out and pop the tube. 





Inside the long, thick exhaust pipe are somewhat effective silencing devices and a definitely effective 
stinger. The Yokohama low-profile tire could use a few more knobs along the side for dry tracks. 
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Engine Can-Am 175 MX-2 
Speed BHP Torque Test Conditions: 
2500 214 451 Barometer 29.95 
3000 3.35 5.89 Temperature 
6.27 66°F Wet 76°F Dry 
6.86 Correction Factor 1.043 
8.04 Date of Test: 8/ 27/75 
9.52 As Tested on 
9.85 the Webco Dyno 
9.61 
11.07 
12.75 
14.83 
15.32 
15.32 
13.74 
8.05 








[^] 
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BHP 


(24.79 max.) CAN-AM 175 MX-2 





Price, suggested retail 
Tire, front 


N 
o 
TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS 





Brake, front 5.90 x 1 in. (150 x 25.4mm) 
5.90 x 1 in. (150 x 25.4mm) 
Brake swept area 37 sq. in. (239 sq. cm.) 
Specific brake loading 8.11 Ibs./sq. in. 
at test weight 
TORQUE Engine type Two-stroke rotary-valve single 
abe une Bore and stroke 62 x 57.5mm 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
RPMx100 20 Carburetion 1; 32mm; Bing 
Air filtration Oiled polyurethane foam 
Ignition Motoplat CDI 
RPMx100 20 40 6 Bhp @ rpm 24.79 @ 8500 (actual) 


0 
Torque @ rpm 15.32 @ 8000/8500 (actual) 
pope Rake/Trail Adjustable: 25°-32°/4-6 in. 
Mph7/1000 rpm; top GOAN oco eoe rete 6.36 mph 

M i H H 
Bower qim Fuel capacity 1.9 gal. (7.19 liter) 
Oil capacity 2.3 qt. (2.17 liter) 


Transmission oil capacity 1.2 qt. (1.14 liter) 
Primary transmission Spur gear 3.29:1 
Secondary transmission 5/8 x 1/4 D.I.D. 
chain 13/47 3.62:1 

Gear ratios, overall (1) 31.68 (2) 24.65 (3) 18.82 
(4) 15.60 (5) 13.10 (6) 11.43 

Wheelbase 55 in. (140 cm) 
Seat height 33.5 in. (85 cm) 
Ground clearance 7 in. (17.8 cm) 
Curb weight 219 Ibs. (99 kg) 
Test weight 379 Ibs. (172 kg) 
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vs Engine Speed 
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For no particular reason, certainly not for money, men seek 
upward mobility on motorcycles and hills. 


9 |n AMA professional hillclimbing, the 
most important rule goes something like 
this: “A competitor is considered to be 
in control of his machine if, when he 
reaches the top of the hill, he has at least 
one hand on the handlebars.” This rule 
totally ignores feet, buttocks or any other 
part of the anatomy that could be consid- 
ered helpful in controlling a motorcycle. 
A rule like this tells a lot about a game. 

The professional hillclimb is an an- 
achronism in motorcycle sport. The ma- 
jority of the 60 or so remaining licensed 
professional hillclimbers are wiry, grizzled 
ol' boys—30 is considered young. They 
ride nitro-burning machines with 
stretched wheelbases and worn-out tires 
with old Renold #530 chains wrapped 
around what's left of the tread. The riders 
square off one at a time against cliffs 
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By Sam Moses 


surfaced with shrubs, rocks, ridges and 
potholes, with slopes steepening up to 
80? at the top. Mostly it's just a matter 
of dropping the clutch and being brave 
enough to hang on. It's a lot like drag 
racing . .. in the sense that ice hockey 
is a lot like figure skating. 

The bikes are powered by engines al- 
most as primitive as the riders: side-valve 
Harleys, BSA and Triumph Twins, even 
a few Vincents and Indians. Occasionally 
a Japanese machine slips in through the 
gate. Other than the fact that hillclimbers 
are traditionalists, money is the main rea- 
son for obsolete equipment. The average 
purse for a professional hillclimb is $1500, 
probably no more than your local Friday- 
night short track. 

Once a year there is the National Cham- 
pionship Hillclimb. This event has little to 
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do with the National Championship 
Series, except that only the top 15 riders 
in each class (Formula A for 750cc ma- 
chines and Formula B for 500cc ma- 
chines) are invited. It doesn’t even pay 
Series points. But it does pay something 
even better: real money. Six grand worth 
of real money. 

This year the championship was held 
in Jefferson, Pa. Jefferson is a tiny town 
in Pennsylvania Dutch Country, tucked 
away in the hinterlands of the Delaware 
Valley. The White Rose Motorcycle Club, 
promoter of all of Jefferson’s hillclimbs, 
bought 30 acres of farmland in the late 
Fifties, and cleared their own hill with 
picks, shovels and saws. After a few suc- 
cessful hillclimbs they bought 30 more 
acres and came up with a bulldozer to 
replace their picks and shovels. Now they 
are trying to add another 100 feet to the 
top of the hill, using dirt supplied by a 
cooperative local land-fill company. If they 
succeed, their hill will be 400 feet high. 

This year they had a little problem with 
the addition at the top, or at least what 
there was of it. The top slid down and 
came to rest in the middle of the hill, 
resulting in a pile of loose shale at the 
half-way point. “The rocks make it a little 
tough," said one competitor, ‘‘but it’s not 
dangerous. The only bad thing about this 
hill is the top. It’s too narrow up there.” 

While no landslide could deter the 
White Rose MC, the high-nineties tem- 
perature kept spectators away in droves. 
Still, 4,000 people showed up. Hundreds 
of spectators headed for a nearby stream 
where they got as naked as they dared, 
built dams and splashed in the water. 
They could even see a little bit of the hill 
from their swimming hole. 

Meanwhile, up on that hot and dusty 
hill, Terry Kinzer, a burly boy from Ken- 
tucky and hillclimbing's Number One, was 
having a hard time trying to chase the 
bugs out of the most spectacular (and 
at $10,000, the most expensive) hillclimb 
machine in history. It'S a fuel-injected, 
nitro-burning, straight-piped, beautiful but 
evil Honda 750 that tips the dyno scale 
at over 100 hp. "That's only about 70% 
of its potential," says Kinzer, "but that's 
all we know what to do with for now." 

Even that was debatable. His best run 
was his first (each rider gets three); the 
time of 6.11 was good enough for fifth 
place. The harder Kinzer tried, the more 
wickedly the Honda behaved. On his final 
attempt he twisted the throttle to the stop 
and the Honda shrieked and turned to- 
ward the trees and whipped Kinzer off, 
barely past the 100-foot mark. 

Doyle Disbennet won last year's Cham- 
pionship on his faithful BSA. This year he 
made the runs on a 750 Yamaha. His best 
time was 6.08, which at least beat Kinzer, 
a consolation for Disbennet because he 
trailed Kinzer by just one point in the 
Championship Series. 

For most of the afternoon, gray-haired 
Earl Bowlby, who claims to be 39 and 
holding, looked like a winner on his BSA 
with a time of 5.81. But Louis Gerencer, 
on his final run, went up in 5.79. Gerencer, 
a 44-year-old Harley dealer and president 
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of the Hillclimber's Association, rides a 
fuel-injected alloy Harley, the only late- 
model Harley in the field. This was his 
first win at a National Championship in 
nine years of trying. 

But it wasn't exactly a perfect run. As 
he tripped the electronic timer at the top 
he hit his kill button, but the engine preig- 
nited and kept running wide-open. 
Gerencer found himself lofting flat-out over 
the top on a bike that didn't want to stop. 
Finally he just bailed off and let the Harley 
stop when it felt like it, which fortunately 
was before it met any trees. 

Actually, Gerencer admitted that the 
whole Flying W act had started before he 
even reached the timer. Seems that one- 
hand rule comes in handy sometimes. © 








RESULTS 


Formula A 


Louis Gerencer, H-D 

Earl Bowlby, BSA 

Jim Thompson, BSA 
Doyle Disbennet, Yamaha 


Terry Kinzer, Honda 


Formula B 


Keith Grooms, BSA 
Dave Mosley, Triumph 
John Hamilton, Triumph 
Dennis Keith, BSA 

Jim Clark, BSA 





IT'S THERE 





About $10,000 went into 
this nitro-injected 

Honda 750, which showed 
that horsepower alone 
doesn't equal a fast 
charge up the mountain. 
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ON THE ROAD 


ALONG THE EASTERN SEABOARD 


BURNING UP ATLANTA 
TRIALS IN THE GOLD RUSH COUNTRY 
TOWN AND COUNTRY RIDING IN OHIO 


FLYING OVER BAJA 


THE GRAND TOUR 




















styling. Four-into-one exhaust. = : 


Front disc brake. Six-speed 
transmission. 

















The Honda four-into-one 
exhaust system is lighter, 
quieter, more durable and 
penerates more horsepower. 
nd its new seamless muffler 
helps resist corrosion and rust. 


The 1976 Honda CB-360T. 
The commuter bike that gets 
over 50 mpg. Mileage based 
on EPA urban phase test 
standards. ! 


The 1976 Honda CB-750F. 


Road bike country. Steeped in 
tradition. Each state proudly 
different from the rest. 
Different terrain. Different 
architecture. Different people. 

What do they all agree on? 
Honda road bikes. Honda has 
more road bikes than anyone. 
And Honda 750’s are the 
largest-selling road bikes in 
the world. 

For 1976, the CB-750F along 
with the traditional four-pipe 
version of the CB-750 will be 
available. The “F” model fea- 
tures the Honda four-into-one 
exhaust system. At the front 
of that system, the large air 


The 1976 Honda CB-550F. 
A smooth, luxurious road 
bike with fine handling 
characteristics. 





cleaner capacity adds horse- 
power while reducing engine 
noise. 

Added to the Honda four- 
stroke dependability is a new 
seamless muffler that reduces 
corrosion and rust, making the 
CB-750F even more durable. 

Comfortable in the city, at 
ease in the country, the smooth, 

ulet horsepower of a Honda 

B-750F gives a new freedom 
to the independent thinkers of 
New England. 

For those who want some- 
thing somewhat smaller (but 
still want Honda four-stroke 
dependability) Honda has two 
additional four-into-one road 
bikes. The smooth-handling 
CB-550F. And the uniquely 
styled CB-400F. The traditional 


four-pipe Honda CB-550 will 
also be available. 

For commuters, Honda offers 
a large selection of models to 
choose from. One of the most 
popular is the CB-360T, de- 
livering over 50 mpg with 
panty of power. The other 

onda road bikes, the 
CB-500T, CB-200T and 
CB-125S, are also great com- 
muting machines. 

Honda road bikes. Made for 
the road bike countries all 
over America. 
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The 1976 Honda CR-250M. Lightweight 
throughout, the new Honda CR has 
improved front handling and gas shocks 
in the rear. 





























There’s added horsepower this year 
and a widened powerband to deliver 
smoother horsepower. A new exhaust 
system is routed through the frame 
for greater ground clearance. The 
CR-250M remains the bike for the 
serious motocrosser. 




























Do it with even more horse- 
power this year on a 1976 
Honda CR-250M. 

With a widened power- 
band that delivers smoother 
horsepower, the new 
CR-250M Elsinore™ re- 
mains the bike for the 
expert rider as well as the 
bike for the up-and-coming 
champion. 

Improved front end 
handling due to a slight 
change in steering geo- 
metry and new gas shocks 
for more rear end stability 
make this powerful 
screamer a machine to be 
reckoned with. 

Lightweight throughout, 
the CR-250M’s fork brack- 
ets, wheels and fuel tank 
are made of aluminum. The 
rear sprocket is made of an 
aluminum alloy. And the 
tested and retested frame 
is built out of chrome-moly 
tubing. 

The new exhaust system 
reroutes an up pipe through 
the frame for maximum 
ground clearance and an 
unobstructed riding 
position. 

And should you need it 
for just playing around, 
there’s a USDA-approved 
spark arrestor/muffler. 

Whether youre in 
Atlanta, or across the | 
country in Saddleback Park, | 
California, if youre serious 
about motocross action, 
this is the bike for you. 
The 1976 Honda 
CR-250M. 








TRIALS IN TH 
GOLD RUSH COUNTRY 





Northern California. Where 
places like Murderer’s 
Gulch test the reputations 
of the country’s best trials 
oe and their machines. 
Since tough trials de- 

mand strength and endur- 
ance as well as flawless 
control, it’s only natural- 
that Honda would make its 
trials bikes designed for 
mastering the techniques 
of the art. The Honda 
TL-250 and TL-125. 

The only four-stroke 


E$ trials machines in the world. 


~ 














The four-stroke engine 
es a wider power- 
and for better rear tire 

tracking over virtually 
any terrain. 

And more traction on the 
ground means quicker re- 
sponse and surer handling 
as the bike becomes an 
extension of yourself. 
Twisting. Turning. Through 
a muddy creek bed. Over 
rocks and boulders. Along 
a fallen log. The Honda 
TL’s can handle it. 

Become part of motor- 
cycle’s fastest growing 
sport. Get yourself a Honda 


ms TL-250 or TL-125. And 


strike it rich. 


The 1976 Honda TL-125. 
In front of Sutter's Mill. 





~. The TL- 250 engine is one of the only two four- stroke trials machines’ in the world. 
i Both Honda’s. Dependable. More traction to the ground for surer handling. 












































The Midwest is the kind of place 
where getting out of town makes a 


TOWN AND COUNTRY lot of sense. Beautiful back roads, 
farmlands and woods are just 
RIDING IN OHIO minutes out of the cities. 
So for people who ride in the city 


but whose hearts are in the country, 
Honda builds a complete lineup of 
superior on/off-road bikes. 

The XL-350 and XL-250, for 
example. Each has a new rerouted 
, exhaust system, where an up pipe 
allows for maximum ground clear- 
ance without obstructing the riding 
position. 

A narrow 2.5-gallon fuel tank 
| with an enduro-type vented cap 
lets you travel the backlands for 
hours. The rear suspension system 
has increased wheel travel and new 
rear shocks. And the chassis has 
been totally redesigned to give 
lighter-feeling off-road handling. 

Should you need to make any 
minor adjustments, the tool box is 
located on the outside of the bike 
and is easy to get to. 

For those times when you go 






































The 1976 Honda XL-250' rear 


spension system has increased wheel , 
eel and includes new rear shocks. And through a stream or creek, the XL S 
a new rerouted exhaust system allows have an improved crankcase 


æ for maximum ground clearance. 
The chassis has been totally p OA 
redesigned for better off-road SIS 
handling. And the cylinder head 
has the carburetor mounted in the 
center for optimum flow 
characteristics and for a 
narrower riding position. 


breather system which helps prevent 
water being drawn into the cylinder 

after blow-by gases are exhausted. 

— See all six of the 1976 Honda 

j XL's, along with the two-stroke | 
1976 MT-250 and MT-125. They 
make up Honda’s on/off-road bike 

line. All designed to let you 
go—wherever your 
heart desires. 





The 1976 Honda XL-350. 





For 1976 Honda introduces 
the new Honda MR-250. A 
desert racer with one of the 
fastest top speeds of any 
production bike in its class. 

And it comes race-ready 
out of the showroom. Just 
get yourself some Baja dirt 
and tumbleweeds, gas it, 
oil it, lube it — and race it. 

There's a 3.5-gallon fuel 
tank, knobbies front and rear, 
aluminum alloy rims, CR-type 
hubs, a tool kit, an ignition 
cutoff and a fuel filter. 
Standard. 

To keep the beautifully 
engineered Honda two-stroke 
engine running at peak power 


uS the middle and higher 
v — 





The 1976 Honda MR-175 and MR-250 
both come race-ready. 


FLYING OVER 





A 3.5-gallon fuel tank gives the MR-250 


long-range capability. 


superb handling. 





Elsinore™ rear shocks for 





rpm's there is a special power 
jet carburetion system. 

For maximum comfort on 
long-distance rides, the seat 
is large and heavily padded. 
And its teethed steel pegs are 
mounted high for more 
ground clearance and comfort. 

Together, the optimum 
steering geometry and 
shortened wheelbase make 
the machine's handling re- 
puse to your touch. 

R-type forks and rear shocks 
complete the MR-250's superb 
handling package. 

The new Honda MR-250 
and its smaller brother, the 
MR-175. Designed to help 
you see the most desert 
in the shortest period of 
time. And to make things 
even hotter for the other 
guys. 













































THE 
GRAND 
TOUR 


The 1976 Honda GL-1000. 
The masterpiece refined. 
The epitome of what touring 

is all about. 

Smooth. Quiet. With 
massive power and acceler- 
ation. To help lower the 
center of gravity, the fuel 
tank is actually located just 
under the seat. The “tank” 
= you see houses the electrical 
8 system and the air cleaner. 

Attention is given to every 
detail. Even down to the 
simple flange at the rear of 
the front fender that helps 
eliminate road spray. And 
the tiny windshield wiper 
that cleans the dirt away 
8 from the window of the oil 
level indicator nestled at the 
base of the engine. 

Vibration? Forget it. The 
GL-1000's smooth, quiet 
horizontally opposed four- 
cylinder engine is a model of 
^^ precision. T here's a specially 
, designed torque cushion in 

= the drive train and a counter- 

a rotating eis rotor serves as a 

flywheel to balance the natural torque 
N reaction of the crankshaft. And the over- 
\\ all design of the GL-1000 power plant, 
with its transmission tucked neatly below, 
| makes for a compact power package 
. which optimizes performance while mini- 
k; mizing the space required to house it. 

The 1976 Honda GL-1000. A grand 
touring bike for America. 


Se ee 


ore tbe. 

The 1976 Honda 

GL-1000 is smooth, 

quet and powerful. 
ttention to detail along 

with ingenious engineer- 

ing make this machine a 

touring masterpiece. 
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CB-500T 


















THE COMPLETE 


Whether you're about to 
embark on your first tour or 
you're a seasoned traveler, 
there's a Honda just right for 
you. Because Honda's full tour 
package includes 29 bikes. 
Tour the country's high- 
ways or see the city sights on 
any of ten Honda road bikes. 
Honda's eight on/off-road 
bikes will spirit you through 





TOUR PACKAGE 





the woods or guide you 
through city traffic. There are 
five Hondas for the dirt, three 
for the trail and a minibike 


for back country fun. There’s 
even a pair of special 
machines for the trials of just 
about any territory. No matter 
how you choose to travel, 
your Honda dealer can show 
you the best way. 


Always wear a helmet and eye protection, keep lights on and check laws before you ride. Model availability may be limited. CR’s are primarily for motocross use and are sold “ag is” without warranty. Dirt bikes, minibikes and ATC's are for off-road, operator use only. 


“1976 model” indicates manufacture after 2/28/75. ©1975 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. Printed in U.S.A. 


Write: American Honda Motor Co., Inc., Dept. OV, Box 50, Gardena, California 90247. See Yellow Pages for nearest dealer. Racing may void warranties. 











TRAVEL 
EXCLUSIVES 


«m. THE NECESSITIES 


Hondaline riding apparel is designed for the Honda rider. BriteStripe™ helmets with 
reflective Scotchlite® side-striping help you stand out in traffic and meet all 
Department of Transportation safety standards. Hondaline jackets in a 
variety of styles and colors, some with reflective Scotchlite in the 
back vents. 

Hondaline gloves are another 
necessity, in addition to Hondaline 
footwear for the street or the dirt. 
There are touring boots designed 
specifically for motorcycle riding and 
handsome enough to wear to a fine 
restaurant. And boots for motocross 
and enduro action. 
Look for Hondaline at your 
Honda dealer’s. 






















LUXURY ATTIRE 


For the serious traveler Hondaline has a 
distinctive riding suit. All nylon with 
two-way zipper fronts, they’re comfortably 
insulated and wind- and moisture 
resistant. Velcro™ bindings on the snap 
pockets, a reversible reflective Scotchlite 
trimmed belt for safer night riding and 

a large, zippered pouch pocket in the 

back of the jacket round out this sleek- 
fitting riding suit. 


HONDACARE 


Hondacare means we care as much about 
your Honda as you do. It means most 
mechanics have been trained at Honda 
Service Training Centers. Hondacare™ also 
means that parts are 
usually readily 
available either on 
hand or ordered 
instantly through 
Honda’s exclusive 
computerized parts 
ordering system. 


HONDA 
GENUINE PARTS 


It only stands to reason that to keep your 
Honda running like a Honda requires Honda 
Genuine Parts, parts made by Honda 
specifically for Hondas. Insist on them. 


HONDA MOTOR OIL 
Honda Motor Oil with 
OCP™ is made to take , 7 RS 


the demands of four- 
stroke motorcycle 
engines. Recently 
tested by a major 
independent testing 
lab, it is ideal for a 
wide range of climates 
and just right for your 
Honda tour. 








First. For good reason. 








UTRIDER FOR MAN AND HIS MACHINE 












LANGHORNE MX SOCKS made 
- of soft nylon and orlon acrylic 
offer maximum absorbancy with- 
out bulk. Keeps your feet com- 
fortable in hot and hard riding. 
Blue, red, gold. Sizes M (7-9) 
L (10-12) . $4.79/pr. 








NGK SPARKPLUG SPECIAL!!! 
Order by mail and save. Send 
original NGK number or make 
and model of bike and well send 
correct plug. Sold in boxes of 10. 
Standard NGK plugs — $8.90/box 
B8 HC & B9 HC (Special 2 

for Yamaha) $12.50/box 
(Racing & "V" Gold Palladium 
plugs not included in offer.) d 























i ; 
$ ARA! INTERNATIONAL X-7 is 
the ultimate in comfort and pro- 
tection. A full-face helmet with 
fiberglass construction and bonded 
styrotoam liner. Exceeds Snell, 
DOT, Z90.1 safety standards. Sizes 
6-5/8—7-3/4. 

Cafe Red, Blue & Gold $43.95 
White & Int'l Orange 39.95 





































SEP 


BAJA BAG is the answer to your 
storage space problems. Made of 
heavy-duty Naugahyde,this handy 
bag can be secured to any bike 
with its adjustable straps. Measures 
15 "x8 ''x8 ". 






MOTOCROSS GLOVES 
Protect your hands and knuckles! 
Ideal for woods, enduro and 
motocross. Sewn-on rubber strips 
protect back of hands and fingers. 
Tough, yet supple genuine leather 

- "NS 2 and the finest of materials 
— % = throughout, elastic wristband. 

S E Sizes S, M, L, s 

Leather Palm/Denim Back = .95 
All Leather, Unlined 8.95 
All Leather, Fully Lined $10.95 























U-VEX RALLYE GOGGLES fit 
perfectly over prescription glasses 
for that snug yet comfortable fit 
racing enthusiasts look for. Design- 
ed to hold close to your face to 
shield out dirt and dust. $19.50 




















x m $ 
PONY EXPRESS BAG has the- 
look and feel of real leather. 
te) top quality, finely crafted 
: sponge leather gives the bag long 
“DYNAMITE” DENIMS * life. Will not interfere with seat- 
Latest style for motocross, enduro-] € | E ing. Between rides, toss over 
or trail riding. Heavy duty denim 1 M 7 shoulder as a carry-all. Available 
has special knee and side padding, - in Mahogany Brown. $15. 
sewn on belt. Great for gals, too. - 
Order by waist size 22" thru 38". 
$22.95 



































OIL PRESSURE GAUGE 
LANGHORNE LACE-UP BOOTS | gives you oil pressure read- 
Our most popular "Boondock" ings consistantly. Saves you 
boot. Full-length lace-up for costly repairs. Installs in 
strong calf and ankle support. minutes without special 
AM leather. 17'' high. In solid tools. 


















black. “D”? width. Sizes 7-13. Honda CB750 $12.69 
Smooth sole/heel $43.95 Honda 400 S/S 13.50 
Cleated sole/heel 44.95 Honda 550—350 17.75 













OUTRIDER ACCESSORIES, INC. "order Division 


Over 1,000 Items in Stock. All Merchandise is Fully Guaranteed. New York, New York 10019 


Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip 





1 Container 
Fabulous 
"CYCLE BRITE" 
Motorcycle Polish 
with any $10.00 
Purchase 









Check 
































































$20.00 Minimum on AII Charges 
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WEATHERKING COVERS shelter o 
entire bike and fold compactly a 
after use. Durable, vinyl-backed = 
cloth, waterproof, fire-resistant. m 
"Over handlebar covers: Sa 
en ae = 9438 
! CG BAUD as oe ; d 
j| oer wines ele covens: 1975 catalog. 3 Postao N E Veg 
2£UD:to:390cc- 22 z a x 7 9 
Dr CE Mrs : EE: 
ono windcnieta) m : EAST COAST SOUTHEAST © WEST COAST 

608 W. 57th St. 85:INIEZT6;tlrSt-—- 10545 W. Pico Blvd. 

N.Y.C., N. 10019 . Miami Beach, Fla. 33162, Los Angeles, Calif. 90064 
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BMW R75/6 





Touring suitability has been the 750’s reputation for years. 
Performance never entered the picture. 


® Touring machines are the most com- 
plex, sophisticated and expensive in the 
sport. The Japanese have run their com- 
puters beyond valve-float for the last 
half-decade developing bigger, faster and 
smoother road-burners. At the same time 
the Europeans have been honing, polish- 
ing and enlarging life-long designs. The 
result of these efforts is an array of 
open-road machinery beyond the com- 
prehension of yesteryear’s touring rider. 

The recent past has decorated the 
present with handfuls of four-cylinder 
air-cooled four-strokes, liquid-cooled 
four-cylinder four-strokes, liquid-cooled 
two-stroke triples and single-rotor Wan- 
kels. It has produced air-cooled two- 
strokes in two- and three-cylinder config- 
urations, ninety-degree four-stroke twins 
with overhead camshafts, four-stroke tri- 
ples with pushrods. Science has fairly 
rained on the ‘touring rider—yet the BMW 
endures. That it has endured for a half- 
century, amu thrives today in the face of 
outrageous technological pressure ap- 
plied by the Japanese, speaks volumes 
about the German firm’s concern for 
function. Comfort in a touring bike is the 
essence of function. BMW has always 
cared about comfort—more than perfor- 
mance, more than engineering gimmick- 
ry, more than price-sensitive design— 
and it is this precise consideration that 
disengages BMWs from all other road 
motorcycles. 

Most manufacturers, particularly the 
Japanese, produce separate engine, 





Now it has both. 


chassis and suspension components for 
their varied range of road bikes. BMW 
does not. The 600cc, 750cc and two 900s 
use the same chassis, suspension units 
and engine configurations. Excluding the 
Sport’s trim, all the BMWs are mates with 
engine displacement and gearing the only 
variances. Therefore the R75/6 must be 
thought of as a BMW with more power 
than the R60/6 and less than the R90/6. 
There are no other differences. 

The BMW fork is the most efficient in 
the touring field—regardless of machine 
size. Like the Maico fork, which is lauded 
as the best in motocross, the BMW unit 
is physically large and simple in design. 
The 36mm fork stanchions contain ex- 
tra-long internal springs. Mated with 
lengthy aluminum sliders, the fork delivers 
eight inches of travel. This amount of 
travel, twice as much as many big tourers, 
allows the use of soft springs that com- 
press two inches under the weight of the 
unladen bike. Even with this natural pre- 
load, the fork still has more working travel 
than other tourers. 

The secret to the BMW’s comfort and 
supple ride comes from more than just 
soft springs. The fit of the damper rod, 
damping control washers and springs, 
due to abundant clearances, produces a 


Cycle Test 


minimal of material friction. Friction has 
been further controlled by undercutting 
a section of the slider bore where the 
stanchion is supported. This undercut 
section reduces the frictional drag from 
the damping oil compressed between the 
two supports. 

The full-length bore of the slider makes 
for much closer working tolerances. The 
clearance between the slider bore and 
stanchion is far more consistent than with 
sliders that are bored into but not all the 
way through. Only the BMW and Maico 
use this fork manufacturing process. And 
only these two fork units work with proper 
smoothness and lack of frictional drag. 

With the extra-long and largely stic- 
tion-free fork capable of absorbing most 
road undulations, the BMW's rear shocks 
are not overworked. Like the fork, the 
Boge shocks are softly sprung and gently 
damped. The Boges allow the rear wheel 
to move five inches. Only recent versions 
of LTS (Long Travel Suspension) moto- 
crossers can match or exceed the BMW’s 
suspension travel lengths. 

While it is generally assumed that the 
heavier the machine the better the ride, 
the BMW is the lightest of all 750cc-or- 
over tourers. Conversely, the BMW has 
the highest Gross Vehicle Weight Rating 
of any road machine except the Harley 
Big Twin—which means the BMW can 
safely carry more weight in passenger 
poundage and luggage. 

Comfort, the BMW’s forte, is further 
enhanced by its saddle. The seat is no 
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longer or thicker than other saddles, yet 
it is by far the most comfortable. The 
pilot’s section is ideally recessed and 
shaped to conform to any rider's buttocks. 
The passenger section is elevated with 
a mid-way kick-up separating the pilot and 
passenger sections. The padding, though 
not excessively thick or firm, keeps rider 
and passenger posteriors from finding 
rock-bottom after day-long rides. The fin- 
ish of the vinyl cover is serrated and 
semi-porous to keep undesirable slipping 
and sliding to a minimum. For the passen- 
ger there is a full 180° hand-rail bar that 
provides additional security and comfort. 

The use of common parts for all four 
BMW models provides an enormous 
amount of interchangeability. The crank- 
shaft, identical in all models, is a one- 
piece forging which rides in plain main 
bearings. The rod throws are 180° apart. 
Engine castings are high-pressure- 
formed aluminum with a sandy rather than 
polished or smooth finish, which aids 
cooling and reduces sound resonance. 
Lubrication is via an Eaton wet-sump sys- 
tem. The gearbox resides in a separate 
oil reservoir. 

Huge variances in crankcase pressures 
are inherent with the pistons driving in 
and out simultaneously. These are com- 
pensated by a vacuum/pressure breather 
system that vents into the carburetion 
intake chamber. The chamber is located 
in the upper section of the engine’s main 
tunnel housing (which also contains the 
air cleaner and starter motor), and si- 
lences both intake drone and crankcase 
pressure pulsations. 

The camshaft is located under the 
crankshaft and is driven by a timing chain 
at half-speed. The ignition points and 
mechanical advance are located on the 
camshaft's end. Removal of the cast alu- 
minum front tunnel housing cover wvill 
expose the ignition system and crankshaft 
driven alternator. 

The valve train, simple by today's stan- 
dards, is composed of old-fashioned 
pushrods, rocker arms and solid lifters. 
Located on the underside of the cylinders, 
the pushrods are external and enclosed 
in tubular covers. These pushrods are 
exceptionally long and relate to the en- 
gine's nominal 7000 rpm redline: over- 
revving will bend them in a hurry. 

Power is transmitted to the five-speed 
gearbox through a single-plate dry clutch 
mounted on a large, automotive-type fly- 
wheel. The gearbox, turning at reduced 
speed, is located in line with the crank- 
shaft. Power from the input shaft drives 
to the mainshaft into the layshaft; the rear 
of the layshaft, or output shaft, fits to the 
driveshaft; one universal joint fits between 
the output shaft and driveshaft, enclosed 
ina flexible rubber boot attached between 
the gearbox and right swing arm and shaft 
enclosure tube. 

Inside the swing arm/shaft enclosure 
is a splined coupler that fits on the drive- 
shaft's end. The shaft can move back and 
forth on the coupler and adjust for length 
variances as the swing arm moves up and 
down. The rear drive unit is, basically, an 
automotive-type ring-and-pinion assem- 
72 





The best tool selection in the business includes 
a tire pump which is stored under the locking seat. 








BMW has a neat cam-and-chain throttle but the 
blinker should operate horizontally from the left. 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DALE BOLLER 





No bike has a better reputation for two-up touring comfort. A soft seat and no vibration are the secrets. 


bly. BMW has six rear drive ratios ranging 
from 3.56:1 to 2.91:1. These have come 
from the 500cc through 900cc models, 
and all are interchangeable. 

BMW has traditionally claimed a small, 
hard-core segment of the street and tour- 
ing market. In an effort to expand their 
potential, BMW has made a number of 
major production changes during the past 
two years. To improve handling the swing 
arm was lengthened; to broaden versa- 
tility a new five-speed transmission re- 
placed the four-speeder; a disc brake 
took the place of the sluggish drum 
binder; new carburetors, higher com- 
pression ratios and more efficient mufflers 
improved engine performance; and the 
900cc models, including the R90S hot 
sport version, finalized major shifts in 
BMW marketing trends. 

The R75/6 is a surprisingly quick road 
machine. Its quarter-mile figures of 13.51 
seconds and 96.77 mph are two tenths 
quicker and two mph faster than those 
of the R90/6. Much of the 750's impres- 
Sive standing-start acceleration is due to 
a new, lower final drive ratio. Increased 
touring accessories and passenger-load 
weights, and the slower 55 mph speed 
limit, mean that the engine of the R75/6 
will be less-burdened if allowed to spin 


Range from the hand-striped silver-blue tank is 
about 240 miles. The Bing carb is West German. 


x = 
x JDZ 








Spider hub-design uses straight-pull spokes which 
are stronger than ones which bend at the flange. 
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Rear-mounted caliper keeps mass in back of the axle for lighter 
steering. Holes punched in the disc help reduce unsprung weight. 











mission output shaft with the driveshaft, which is located inside the swing-arm. U-joint retail is $98.60. 


faster. The gearing change from 3.2 to 
3.36 has not resulted in a large jump in 
engine speed; at 60 mph, the engine now 
turns 4064 rpm instead of 3870. 

On the road, the R75/6 produces more 
impressive results in gear-to-gear roll-ons 
with other 750s. In top gear twist-ups 
against a freshly-tuned Ducati GT 750, 
the R75/6 comfortably walked away from 
the Italian V-twin. Against the Honda 750 
four-piper or Suzuki triple the BMW 
stretches out an even wider gap. 

Traditional BMW lightness and this 
year’s shorter gearing make the 750 more 
responsive than before. Slow-traffic pok- 
ing is simplified as the engine runs hap- 
pier, and with less torque reaction, in the 
lower three gears. Handling is more than 
acceptable for long-distance commuting 
and open-road touring. The R75/6 runs 
true, with no tendencies to twitch or os- 
cillate up to the bike’s top speed. Most 
riders will not object to the BMW’s char- 
acteristics on twisty mountain roads. 
Steering is predictable and, up to its 
ground clearance and tire limitations, the 
BMW performs adaquately on bending 
mountain roads. 

The BMW’s handling restrictions come 
from the flat-twin cylinder protrusions, 
supple suspension units and hard, low- 


profile tires. In sharp off-speed corners 
and fast (particularly bumpy) turns the 
BMW's right valve cover and center-stand 
tab can be brushed onto the pavement. 
The Boge shock dampers will fade when 
the BMW is ridden hard, and cause it to 
wallow even in smooth turns. 

In the ergonomics department (ease 
with which a rider and passenger fit and 
operate the bike) the BMW mixes excel- 
lent and mediocre qualities. Comfort re- 
lating to suspension compliance, seating 
position(s) and vibration control are, 
combined, the best in touring—solo or 
two-up. But other controls and BMW- 
inherent hindrances stand in the way of 
perfection. One annoyance that a BMW 
rider must live with is the constant contact 
between shin-bones and the air intake 
tubes from the carburetors. Hooks on 
lace-up boots catch on the tubes or car- 
buretors. The rear brake lever arcs to 
near-excess when applied. Even slight 
rear brake free-play lets the lever carry 
the rider’s toes too close to the ground 
in turns. The handlebar on the R75/6 is 
swept back sharply, causing the rider to 
bend his wrists awkwardly. 

The throttle effort required is not ac- 
ceptable. A combination of friction from 
the cam-gear-chain-driven twist grip, drag 
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BMW R75/6 


Price, suggested retail 
Tire, front 


(35 x 260mm x 2) 
7.87 x 1.18 in. (200 x 30mm) 
Brake swept area 105.5 sq. in. (680.5 sq. cm) 
Specific brake loading.. 6.2 Ibs./sq. in. at test weight 
Engine type OHV opposed twin 
Bore and stroke 82 x 70.6mm 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 
Air filtration 
Ignition 
Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 
EUSNCARAEI Ye 4.8 gal. (18 liters) 
Oil capacity 4.7 pts. (2.25 liters) 
Transmission oil capacity 1.7 pts. (.8 liters) 
Electrical power 280 watt alternator 
Battery 12V, 25AH 
Primary transmission Helical gear 
Secondary transmission Driveshaft, 
crown wheel and pinion, 3.36:1 
(1) 14.08 (2) 9.15 (3) 6.24 
(4) 5.34 (5) 4.80 
Wheelbase 57.5 in. (146.5 cm) 
Seat height 30 in. (76.2 cm) 
Ground clearance 7 in. (17.8 cm) 
Curb weight 480 Ibs. (217.7 kg) 
Test weight 640 Ibs. (290.3 kg) 
Instruments Tachometer, speedometer, tripmeter 
Standing start %-mile 13.516 sec.; 96.77 mph 
Average fuel consumption 
Speedometer error 


Gear ratios, overall 


30 mph actual 26.92 
60 mph actual 53.85 
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in the throttle cable and stiff return 
springs aggravate the right wrist and 
forearm. Softer springs and well-lubed or 
nylon-type cables would greatly alleviate 
the problem. The clutch has a narrow 
friction point and requires a moment’s 
thought before releasing the lever. 
More discomforting are the electrical 
switches. They were designed specifically 
by BMW for federal regulation compli- 
ance—but unfortunately they were de- 
signed by automotive standards. The turn 


Click. 


You've got the story. 


Kodak introduces the Tele-Instamatic 
camera. It's a new kind of pocket-size 
camera with two lenses built inside: 
a standard snapshot lens that gives 
youthe whole story, and a telephoto 
lens that gives you just part of it. The 
choice is yours at the flick of a finger. 

And the Tele-Instamatic camera uses 
the great new flipflash that lets you 


NOVEMBER 1975 


signal switch, located on the right (throt- 
tle) side, flips down for left and up for 
right—a directional control unnatural for 
a motorcycle rider. They should move 
side-to-side—right for right turns, etc. The 
light control for high, low and dip is on 
the left side, and also works in an up- 
and-down fashion. 

The BMW's instruments are militaristic 
in simple, black-background design. They 
are, however, easy to read and glare-free. 
The speedometer is 1096 fast while the 
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odometer and tripmeter indicate mileage 
perfectly. BMW has the best headlight in 
motorcycling. The dual-filament quartz 
halogen light has a half-moon-shaped low 
beam and a high beam which are both 
much brighter than conventional sealed- 
beam lamps. 

Lower final drive gearing has not af- 
fected the BMW's gas mileage. Riding 
two-up (and quite hard) we averaged 43 
mpg, and watching the speed limits we 
saw 55 mpg when solo. An optional 5.8 
gallon touring tank is available for long 
distance riders for an additional $60. Al- 
ternative final drive gearing set-ups are 
likewise available, but must be arranged 
through the dealer. 

Despite scintillating engine perfor- 
mance that seems somewhat out of char- 
acter, the BMW's hallmark is comfort— 
comfort over distances that riders of other 
brands would find more punishing than 
amusing. The suspension settings, saddle 
design and vibration control all contribute 
to a state of mind that is relaxed and 
serene. The R75/6 is composed in every- 
thing it does except hurtle through the 
mountains—and BMW figures if that's 
what you want, then you should do it 
aboard something else. The bike knows 
what it is, and what it can do—and makes 
no pretense about conquering other 
venues. Being the best 750cc tourer, and 
one of the best tourers in any dis- 
placement class, is more than enough for 
the BMW R75/6. © 





Flick. 


The whole story. 


take eight flash pictures with one 
thin pocket-size unit. The Kodak 
Tele-Instamatic 608 camera is less 
than $36. So see your photo dealer 
the story...the whole story. 


Take it 2 ways with the new 
Kodak Tele-Instamatic camera. 


Price is subject to change without notice. 
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WHILE THEY LAST 
* Feels and looks like leather 
© Handsomely Tailored 

© Waterproof € Wind resist 
© Zipper sleeves and front 

© Bottom snap front 

© Quilted lining 


SIZES: 36-38-40-42 
"COLOR: Charcoal Brown 
Antique Leather Look 


/ Write CYCLE JAC 
Box 1251 Madison, Wisc. 53701 


455 Vac MOLD 


3-D CAST, Screen Print 


Make it yourself! 1000 profit angles. Packaging, signs, stick- 
ers, magnetics, rubber cast, metallics products for pennies. 
Models, parts, trim, logos, molds, statues, plaques, machines, 
materials, instructions. Low volume prices. Free information. 
Write: NATIONWIDE, Dept. AY , 4200 Panamint, Los 
Angles, California 90065. 


VINYL CYCLE 
JACKETS 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 


Regular. 24.95 value 

















Personalized! MOTORCYCLE 
‘BUMPERSTICKER’ 


Just send us any mes- 
sage you want—we’ll 


print it on special size ER 
‘bumpersticker,’ 3" x ge re os 
7", fits on back of seat. FA HONDA RIDERS ARE I = 
Blackink on bright yellow Ka BETTER LOVERS 
Day-Glo. Self-stick, peel- à 

off back. LIMIT: total of 2 = 

26 letters & spaces on 

two lines. $2.95, post- 

paid. Extra copies, w/ 

same message, 60¢each. 

HEADLINE PRINTERS, 

P.O. BOX 1114-C, BILL- 

INGS, MONT. 59103 


QAFE RACERS! 


|| The latest from the 
|. innovator of CAFE 
RACER accessories 


RACER I 
Ya FAIRING 


| Easy, 5-minute boit on, 
2 piece fairing. Made of 

| ABS plastic, in paintable 
white or black. Windshield 

| inclear or smoke. Turns 
with handlebar and light. 
Mounting hardware included. 
Fits all models. $59.99 Complete 


SEND os FOR NEW CATALOG 
DICK S CYCLE WEST 


304 Agostino Road 
San Gabriel, Ca. 91776/(213) 287-9656 


CAFE RACERS! 


Newest look in cafe fairings. 

Take off on European 

racing look. Clean 

lean styling 

offers less wind 

resistance and 

high speed PAST. 

stability. Quality $135.00 

construction. Paintable white or black, wind- 

shield in clear or smoke. Hardware included, 

easy installation. Fits all popular models. 
SEND $1.00 FOR NEW CATALOG 

INQUIRIES INVITED 


DICH'S CYCLE WEST | 


304 Agostino Road 
San Gabriel, Ca. 91776/(213) 287-9656 
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BMW R90/6 ........ September 









































Bultaco 250 Alpina.......................... 

Bultaco MK VII Pursang.................. July 
Can-Am 250 T'NT Enduro ........ October 
Ilonda:;GB125*: ee May 
Honda:GB200- rm rer February 
Honda: GB4A507K 7-7 er eere April 
Honda XE250 KT oe tret eo July 
Kawasaki 750 H2 ... .... October 











Kawasaki G3SSA90 .................. May 
Kawasaki 400 S3 ...................... January 
Maico 400 Qualifier ........... August 
Montesa 250 Cappra VR ................ May 
Montesa 250 King Scorpion .... January 
Norton, John Player .............. December 
Ossa 250 Phantonm................ November 
Penton 250 Hare Scrambler .......... April 
Suzuki 185 Ranger & Sierra.. September 
SUZUKIMGIRS SOL xat ae en July 
Suzuki GT 380L Sebring ................ April 
Suzuki T500L Titan ................ February 
Suzuki TS400 Apache . .... October 
Suzuki TS50L Gaucho ...................- May 
triumpho TrRSMX ee March 
Yamaha DT360A Enduro .............. March 
Yamaha  RDEQA u... en May 
Yamaha MX £5A: ces July 
Yamaha TX650A.......................... August 


Yamaha DT400 Enduro... November 

Yamaha RD350...................... December 
1975 

BMWERSO Gio 5... Lr uere ease August 

BMW R75/5 November 












CA250 MX OPi Eee een June 
Gan-Ami250:GP 7. na July 
Can-Am 175 MX2 November 
H-DEREHISI200 meer August 
FondarGB400P SS ren March 
Honda CB500T .. February 
Honda! GB-750ES25. een May 


Honda GL-1000 ............... April, August 
Honda XL-125K1 .. April 
Honda MR175..... July 





Honda: GB550F ......-.-..54.— September 
Honda 'GR250M —— 2.2... October 
Husqvarna 175 Cross Country.... August 
Kawasaki KS-125 Enduro ....... February 


Kawasaki 903 Z1-B .... January, August 
Kawasaki KD-175 ..................... October 
MV Agusta 750S America . 
Montesa V75 Enduro 250 ............ 
Moto Guzzi 850-T......................-- 
Norton 850 Interstate x 
Penton Mint 400 Enduro ................ 
Suzuki RE-5 Rotary .... January, August 
Suzuki GT-750M.................. May, August 
SuZUKIGT. 250M 728.2 July 
Suzuki GT380M .... September 
Suzuki- RM125.....- 5: September 
Yamaha YZ-C 125 Monocross ....March 
YamanazkD=125B}. re ee: 
Yamaha RD200B 
Yamaha MX 400B SR 
Yamaha XS500B.............................- 


















HAS YOU | 
COVERED... 


from the ground up! Our U.S. 
Grand Prix Superboot does 
everything a motocross, trials 
or ISDT boot is supposed to 
do... and it does it better! 
Designed for the serious rider, 
the U.S. Grand Prix Superboot 
provides ankle support, pro- 
tection, flexible comfort and 
styling. "Official Team Boot — 
Forty-Ninth ISDT Contingen- 
cy Sponsor AMA Motocross 
1975. 


HAVE YOUR DEALER 
CALL KK 


4 


431 E. Third Street : 
Dayton, Ohio 45402 
513-222-7818 
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Some men 
aren't 
content to 
sit on the 
sidelines. 


They actually do what other 
men dream of doing. 

Put another way, they're 
activity-oriented. They like to do 
things. And do them well. 

So if it's skiing, they get in- 
volved. In powder, in hot dog- 
ging, in mogul mashing and 

- cross country. Everything from 
"looking good" on the mountain 
to looking good après skiing. 

And when they get into boat- 
ing or cycling or private flying 
or stereo or cars or photography, 
it's on the same level. Involved. 
Completely. 

That's what makes them so 
different from everyone else. 
Most people are quite ready to 
spend their off-work hours 
passively. 

Not these men. They pursue 
performance and excellence; 
it's part of their leisure lifestyle. 

They're used to examining ? 
products—and ads—for signs of 
quality. 

They're used to paying for 
quality. 

They fill their lives with ex- 
penditure-causing activities. 

To these men, leisure means 
anything but lazy, lie-in-the- 
sun relaxation. They're the Inner 
Circle of the leisure market— 
active enthusiasts who partici- 
pate, who go all out, who take pride in performance. And 
who willingly invest their money to achieve it. 

There'saunique group of seven magazines that serves 
theactive leisure interest of these men. It's the Ziff-Davis 
Magazine Network—reaching over 7,000,000 of them. 

As you'd expect, they're tops demographically. The cru- 
cial difference, though, is not in demography. It's in the 
accelerated rate at which they spend meney on all the 
quality products for men that go hand in hand with their 
chosen lifestyle. Many advertisers are learning the value 
of these men as customers. Maybe you should, too. 







The Ziff-Davis Magazine Network 


Ziff-Davis Publishing Company, One Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016 (212) 725-7413 ^ F ae 
New York Metro editions also available. Contact Robert Golden, (212) 725- 8705. 



















gliding easily. 
breaking the silence 
with the soft "shhh....shhh..." of your skis 
as they, sweep up sprays 3l POR 


Here and there, 
the sun catches snow 












the: cae steepens, ; 
drawing you into widening, flowing, sénsuous acsi 
And suddenly, magically, 
you've found the mountain's rhythm! 
You're flying, soaring, feeling your spine tingle, seeingtt 
rush by in a blur, laughing inside at the incredible feeling. 
5 of freedom and beauty and speep : 
é Ä 


















ds Mason, heaps, of beautifüt snow, hostsof 
6. a id ski school...and the Une. n 


id, Killington, Vernon 05751. 


m „For reservations, call us TOLL FREE between October 1 and Apri dT : 
7 800-451-4221 if you live in New England or New York (except 802 and 716 area code: 
800-451-4281 if you live in any other state east of the Rockies. 3 
; 802-422-3333 if you live in any area not included above; this is a toll call. 

Or askyour travel agent about Killington d 7-day IT (inclusive tour) travel plan 
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AMERICAN WAY ? 


Hank Kashiwa did . . .and won! 
Number one on the pro circuit, Hank used all American equipment: 
Hanson Boots, Hart Skis and Allsop Bindings. 


Coming Up.... and true evaluation for “The a, M 
A Big Year for Skis! .... Hot Dog Circuit”. The Olin ee 2 
Emphasis on Price.... IV tested out as "The Animal 

Durability .... Tamer”! 


Softer Flex for the 

Recreational Skier! OLIN SKIS 

: "The Animal" Destroys The Ski Barn proudly 
kis ...Tim, affectionately ars Olin's complete line. 

called "the Animal", for his The Olin IV needs no intro- 


duction, it’s number one on ; Wet i 
the hot dog circuit, its the demands and needs. Your 





indestructible performer! equipment is your invest- 

The Olin III, a favoriteamong ment in good development 

recreational skiers, hides and in Happy Skiing! 

mistakes with its quick re- 

covery and forgivingness. A Special at the 

Makes conquering the steeps Ski Barn 

a real ego trip! 

Pictured, Captain Blast, A $50 rebate on — 

Ray, Rich and “the Animal”. Hanson’s Exhibition 

The Ski Barn Team who Soft, special Hanson 

spent six action packed boot for ladies, with 

weeks putting miles on our the purchase of any 

collection of '76 skis. We American Ski! . . . 
power on the slopes, de- know the best of the best Olin, Hart, K2, Lange, 
stroyed three pairs of $200 and we have it! Come in, Rossignol (made in 
skis within three days. The together we'll select the ski Vermont) or Hexel. A 





Skis were '76 models! The to meet your own individual 
group from the Ski Barn 
immediately recognized the 
responsibility toward their 





customers and set out to g | 
test their purchases made i. ara BEBE Bee 
for '76! Six weeks of inten- SKI BARN 125 Paterson Ave., Little Falls, N.J. 07424 


sive testing produced a tried (201)256-8585 ^ Open7 Days a Week. 
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WHEELS OF MAN 
RAIN-PROOF CYCLE LUGGAGE 





MINEOLA ENGINE GUARD BARS 
Protects engine covers on both sides; 
will prevent extensive damage. Easy 
bolt-on installation. For Honda CB750 
thru K5, 750F, CB550, CB500K, 350F. 
$15.49 Set 


All 


Apparel & Accessories 





A- Ruck Sack—Adjustable straps, 
fits shoulder or back. Flexible 
sides. 10"x12"x4Y2", Over- 
lapping flap for extra weather- 
ability. Red, Yellow, Blue, 

Black . . . $9.95 


B — Stuffer Bag — 10” diameter, 
17” long. Holds two helmets 
and clothing. Travels securely. 


Three-snap flap. Heavy duty 


D— Tank Bag — Straps to Gas tank; 
12"x10"x5", Topside map pocket 






C — Super Stuffer — 21” long, 
12" diameter. All features, plus 
“piggy back" pouch. 

Red, Yellow, Blue, Black 





AUXILIARY RIDING LAMPS Install on 
license plate mounting bracket, Deep 
drawn shell projects light 180? Red 
lens dimension 2"x3" ..$12.95 pr 
(complete) 


sling for take-along convenience. 
$13.95 Red, Yellow, Blue, Black 


COMPLETE SET — All four bags in matching colors. 
Red, Yellow, Blue, Black . . . $47.00 





COMFORT CUSHION GRIP 

For Hondas. Soft rubber compound, 
cushion design gives added com- 
fort, better control. 

Black only. 


VINYL COMP GRIPS 
Minimize handlebar vibration. 
Slip over standard grips. 


Black only . set of 2 — $3.49 






PL n m 


NEW! COTTER PIN Fits all. Just pull 
out, adjust chain, snap back in. $1.50 





T 





NEW ELASTIC RIDING BELT. 

Fully adjustable with 3 buckles for maximum 
back and kidney support. Zippered change 
pouch. 4 sizes: S-M-L-XL . . . $11.49 





: i A 
UNIVERSAL SADDLE BAGS Fit almost all bikes, over or 
unon TE qe removable for carrying. Large ca- 

CABLE LOCK-ALARM paci y. Durable Black or Brown Vinyl. 

Greater safety for Set ot two $13.95 (Black or Brown Leather $19.95) 
your bike. High- 
decibel alarm goes 
off if bike or cable 
is tampered with. 
Sound carries up to 






NEW 1976 CATALOG 
Illustrated — many in FULL COLOR! 


$1.50 by Air Mail 






















slings. Red, Yellow, Blue, Black $9.95 


and personal effects pouch. Heavy duty 
$14.95 






Setof 2 $3.29. 


Also available without back $72.50 


guum ee nuum NM ERR m 








esi. 

a wee. IN 
MOTOCROSS GLOVES Simulated leather in 
black. 4 sizes S-M-L-XL. Pr. $4.95 2 pr $8.49 


HANDLEBAR EXTENDERS For all 
Hondas. Also fit Z-1 Kawasaki and 
750 Yamaha. Move handle bars 
back to comfortable riding posi- 
tion without changing cables, 


brake hose or wiring. $16.95 


AF-T-RELEASE 
for HELMETS 


Quick release that works like a miniature 
seat belt. Polished metal. Replaces your 
“D” rings easily. $2.49 












HONDA SWITCH-UP KIT Fits all Hondas. 
Move ignition switch up. Do it yourself 
in minutes. With hinged protective cover. 
Mounting bracket, new switch, two keys 
and extended harness. List year and model. 
Complete kit $19.95 





MINI SPOT LIGHT 
High intensity lamp keeps 
cars and trucks away. Uni- 
versal mounts; an easy 
bolt-on accessory for front 
or rear. Attractive chrome 
finish. Mini size (1” x2”) 
and added safety make 
these lamps a must. Green 
or Red. Ideal in pairs. 
$5.98 each $11.95 pair 


HONDA-YAMAHA-KAWASAKI 
ae 


“DO-IT-YOURSELF” 
TUNING TOOL 






4-VACUUM GAUGE SET 







For Honda & Kawasaki 
4 cylinder. With 4 con- 
trollable dampening 
valves. For synchroniz- 
ing carburetors $44.95 



























NEW! GAS CAP LOCK 
For all Honda flip cap 
models, all years. Can 
| be used with new fuel 
| gauge (Honda only). 

A Heavy duty. 2 keys. 
Easy to install... 
Lock and 2 keys $9.95 





NEW! 
all Honda flip cap models; all 
years. Also Yamaha '75's (road) 
and Kawasaki '75's (road). Easy 
to install . $14.95 






MARQUIS SEAT For Honda 350 & 450 sidehinge; 
350F, 360, 500/550, 750. Also Yamaha 500, 650. 
Covers helmet holders on late model Hondas. Fits 
custom or stock. Durable Naugahyde seat has 14” 
steel reinforced back. No additional support needed. 
1" to 3" lower than standard. 
Black or Dark Brown ... $89.95 
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ya mile, for 1 hour. anywhere HON A f M NEOL 336 JERICHO TURNPIKE 7 

Adjustable sensitiv- — | oniy 60c m the world.) DA o i MINEOLA, N.Y. 11501 

steel cable is plastic | FREE with any order. | (516) 248-5775 = 

sheathed. Chrome- Aca 5 NAME a 

plated steel case. o% 

Powered by batteries ADDRESS C) 

(not included). One su 

year warranty. Could | CITY STATE ZIP c= 

reduce insurance = 

costs! Year Model # Serial # 5S S 

DUALOCK ALARM $39.95 | zx 2 |S 

COLOR Cst & 204 oo jz |S- 

NEW CYCLE SPAT i choices) zm Es 
No more ruined S x E 
shoes! Cycle spat l E: 5 5 
protects against 5 2 = 
abrasions, scuffing, : a Is 
indenting. One size | 3 es 
fits all. Genuin 26 E E 
Sas. Dira sta = | N.Y. State residents add 7% sales tax. g$ $ = 
INCHITET DIACKFOT. Visit our only retail location. [ Parcel Post Special Handling & Divy 5 
Brownt 2.73.08 L_ FREE GIFTS to out-of-town visitors i $150 additional (optional) pna 











@ In racing there is a tyranny of choice which 
only begins with jetting, gearing, timing and 
tires. Before each race, every rider struggles 
to calibrate his machine to the track, and all 
selections are crucial. Though some choices 
seem self-evident and easy, in other cases the 
alternatives have blurred edges which, despite 
pondering, refuse to sharpen. One fifty-five 
or 148 jets: by mid-race, will the day wax hot 
and the air thin out, leaving the carburetor 
jetting far too rich and bike much too slow? 
Thirteen eighty-one or 1455 tires: will the 
rubber that gripped perfectly in practice turn 
soft and slippery after ten laps at full whack? 

The rider makes his choices and waits for 
the starting flag to play the hand he’s dealt 
himself. At racing speeds he knows that one 
pre-race miscalculation can bloom into an 
oppressive; inescapable problem. Set re- 








By Phil Schilling 


 Amatterofsmalledges 
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LAGUNA SBCA 


(Below) Roberts, with an 
iron will and steel nerves, 
forces his way past 
duHamel on the inside of 
turn three on lap six. 





cious debut at Daytona, developed into a 
genuine threat at Laguna Seca. Dave Aldana 
easily won the first 750 heat race on a works 
Suzuki, but in the second heat Kawasaki’ s 
Yvon duHamel stalked Roberts across the 
finish line. 

Before the main event, Roberts faced his 
own tyrannical dilemma. Goodyear showed 
up with their latest, trickiest and stickiest tires 
(1390 front, 1455 rear) which gave riders an 
alternative to the standard (1169 front, 1381 
rear) slicks. Certainly Roberts’ monoshock 
TZ-750 (and Steve Baker’s similar bike) had 
an advantage on normally-suspended Ya- 
mahas over the bump-strewn course, but did 
the TZ-750 monoshocker plus the normal 
Goodyear tires (1169, 1381) add up to more 
than the duHamel Kawasaki running on iden- 
tical rubber? If the Yamaha camp answered 
that question with a maybe-not, there followed 
another query: Would the TZ-750 mono- 
shocker and the super-stick Goodyears (1390, 
1455) add to more than the Kawasaki on the 
standard rubber? Assuming the trick tires gave 
Roberts a marked edge, would the edge last? 
Suppose Roberts worked the super-soft 
Goodyears too hard or the track surface 
became too hot; then his tires might get 
slippery and dodgey—and his advantage would 
turn into a real liability. And what if duHamel 
made a last-minute switch to the latest com- 
pound? Did the Kawasaki triple and the 
super-stick Goodyears add up to more than 
any possible Yamaha/Goodyear combina- 
tion? Suppose both Roberts and duHamel 
picked the latest compound, and it proved 
wrong in both cases. Then which bike would 
handle better on greasy, misbehaving tires? 
And all these considerations ignored Aldana 
and the works Suzuki, to say nothing of Steve 
Baker or Gene Romero. The possibilities 
seemed endless; many of the consequences 
unpleasant. 





(Right) DuHamel’s ride 
comes to a bone-jarring 
end as an oiled rear tire 

| drops the bike which high- 
sides duHamel and then 
beats him to the berm. 
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While Roberts considered his—and every- 
one else’s—options, other competitors were 
already doing battle around Laguna Seca’s 
one-point-nine mile course. The Monterey 
circuit is fast. Lap speeds range through the 
eighties and into the ninties; only turn nine 
is slow, and a half-dozen corners are 90-and- 
up affairs. The course is bumpy. Some racing 
lines avoid the bumps in some corners, but 
no possible line can miss all bumps in all 
corners. Laguna Seca is demanding. Since 
he’s always turning, the rider must establish 
a rhythmic pattern and maintain disciplined 
concentration. If he loses his cadence or 
breaks his concentration at Laguna, his 
chances for getting off increase dramatically. 





And Laguna Seca is dangerous because all 
motorsport racing is hazardous business. 

Novice racers had an accident-riddled day 
at Monterey. During the opening lap of one 
heat race, a high-speed accident involving 
three riders killed Steve Souter, a 24-year-old 
racer from North Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia. Crashing between turns two and three, 
Souter was hit by on-coming traffic. Officials 
at first waved a red flag, then withdrew it, and 
allowed the heat to continue. The indecisive 
officiating led to great confusion, short 
tempers, and finally a re-run of the heat. 

The grim ordeal had not yet ended. Officials 
likewise red-flagged (this time with resolution) 
the accident-marred Novice final after both 
ambulances had been filled for hospital runs. 
The race began again on a slick track (thanks 
to a sidecar practice and the Novice accidents) 
in single file. Mike Baeder outlasted crashing 
Harry Klinzmann and then out-raced Vince 
Mead to collect the victory. In third was Jay 
Springsteen, an H-D expert dirt tracker but 
Novice roadracer, completing his third pave- 
ment race. Only his Harley-Davidson broke 
the Yamaha procession upfront. 

Like the Novice event, the lightweight pro- 
duction machine contest resembled a mobile 
Yamaha showroom, though the under-400cc 
roadster race was mercifully spared the car- 
nage and confusion of the Novice debacle. 
Loren McCreary cleared off on his 350 Ya- 
maha and ran straightaway to the winner’s 
circle. Tip McPartland spoiled the Yamaha fun 
by threading his way through the RD-350 herd 
from a downfield starting position. His run 
toward the front, which never endangered 
McCreary, carried the Kawasaki rider past 
third-place Alan Barbic, fourth man Ken Gill, 
and fifth-slotted Dain Gingerelli, all outfitted 
with Yamaha twins. 

In the Open and 750 Production race, riders 
had more space thanks to a thinner entry list. 
If not sheer numbers, the field had quality, 
especially the Open class with front-rank riders 
on well-prepared equipment. Yvon duHamel 
overcame an indifferent start, proceeded 
through the early front runners, and won 
comfortably aboard a Dale-Starr Kawasaki 
Z-1. Early in the race, Dave Aldana coasted 
to a stop on the second D/S Z-1, the only 
other bike on a horsepower parity with duHa- 
mel’s mount. Ron Pierce, riding a private 
BMW R90S, gave the slip to Gary Fisher’s 
Butler & Smith R90S and captured second. 
Fisher finished third, followed by Bob En- 
dicott’s Kawasaki Z-1. Reg Pridmore, on the 
B&S West Coast R90S, had to settle for fifth 
after the bike went off-song early in the race. 
Dale Singleton rode a Norton-Triumph sup- 
ported Trident T160 to an easy victory in the 
750 class which ran concurrently with the Open 
bikes. Ed Unini dealt his Honda into second, 
chased home by the CB-750s of Tony Murphy 
and Jeff Steele. 

Singleton dominated the Junior event on 
his four-cylinder TZ- Yamaha. Far behind Sin- 
gleton, Skip Aksland had second place cov- 
ered until Fred Walti, breaking out of the pack, 
pushed Aksland back to third. These two 
Yamaha riders literally ran ears-to-elbows for 
the remainder of the contest; Aksland passed 
Walti within the last five miles of the race but 
just couldn't make it stick. Walti repassed and 
held Aksland to third. Neither pressed nor 
sulied by his opposition, Dale Singleton 
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cruised his Yamaha at a fairly restrained 88.8 
mph for 38 miles. 

The Lightweight race was a good deal fast- 
er—89.9 mph—with engines one-third the size 
of 750s. The rapid pace of the 250 Light- 
weight reflected the speed of the TZ-250 
Yamaha, the talent of Kenny Roberts, and 
the pressure applied by Yvon duHamel on 
the disc-valve, water-cooled, twin-cylinder, sev- 
en-speed, mag-wheeled Kawasaki KR-250. 

Introduced at Daytona, the KR-250s are 
the closest things to genuine one-off works 
machines ever to run in AMA events: anytime 
a motorcycle has both wide-ratio and close- 
ratio gear sets for a seven-speed transmission, 
it's special. At Daytona all those special parts 
were going slow compared to Kenny Roberts' 
Yamaha. Kawasaki, however, has not been 
idle since Daytona; like the 750, the 250 has 
been developed a great deal since March 
1975, although at low profile. With only three 


national AMA road races, American journalists 
can't monitor the progress of interesting bikes 
since they don't see the machinery every three 
or four weeks. But Kawasaki has been busy 
running and refining the 250 (and 750) in 
private test sessions, in European events 
(where duHamel has raced the bike), and at 
selected local American road races. 

In charge of the KR-250 program is Steve 
Johnson, one-time wrench on Phil Read's 
Yamaha road racers. Ron Pierce, filling in for 
injured Kawasaki regular Jim Evans, has done 
a considerable amount of development riding 
on the KR-250. Overheating problems with 
the 250 racer were checked by fitting larger 
radiators from the 750s and re-routing some 
water passages; redesigned expansion 


chambers make the lightweight twins more 

rideable under actual racing conditions; and 

cylinder and piston detailing— drawn from Ya- 
(Continued on page 105) 








(Above) DuHamel flat-tracks 
his Z-1, leading the BMW 
trio of Pridmore, Pierce and 
Fisher. DuHamel swept 
through the field to win the 
Open class Production 
race. (Left) The water- 
cooled H-D engine 

resides in a frame heavily 
gusseted at every point. 

In the race, the engine 
mounts fractured; Scott 
still finished 13th. 
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LAGUNA SECA 


John Boote 
and the 


Suitcase Caper 


® [n the international world of road racing 
everybody knows Ron Grant. If overseas riders 
have just one connection in the United States, 
that individual would likely be long, lanky Ron 
Grant, ex-Norton, ex-Parilla, ex-Team Suzuki 
rider. His Brisbane, California home has been 
international parts depot, racing garage, and 
hospitality retreat for countless foreign riders. 

International racers necessarily run on fi- 
nesse, so Ron Grant naturally has several cam- 
paign ribbons for artful dodges. That means 
nothing normally surprises Ron Grant. Enter 
John Boote at an unnamed West Coast air- 
port. 

“I hope you've brought your van," opened 
Boote when he located Grant at the airport, 
“Tve got a good deal of baggage." Imagine 
Grant's surprise when he learned that the 
enterprising Mr. Boote, forsaking those regu- 
lar and expensive means of air-shipping his 
race bike, had neatly packed a disassembled 
TZ-750 Yamaha into nine suitcases. Further- 
more, he had charmed his way through cus- 
toms without cracking a lid. What indeed might 
you say if an official discovered a TZ-750 
engine amid your BVDs? ‘‘Oh yes, just a 
simple hostess gift . . ." 

Young Mr. Boote has more than stylish poise 
through customs check-in. The 20-year-old 
New Zealander is already a battle-hardened 
veteran who has raced in Australia, New Zea- 
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By Phil Schilling 


land, Malaysia and the United States. This Far 
East/Down-Under theater receives little no- 
tice in Europe or America; nevertheless, it’s 
tough racing on exactly the same tracks where 
Geoff Perry honed his talent. Perry, a standout 
New Zealand racer who died in a 1973 air 
crash, first taught Americans that not all good 
overseas riders came from— or were processed 
through—the European grand prix/short cir- 
cuit wars. 

Boote reminds some insiders, like Grant, 
of Perry. John has that same thoughtful, 
resourceful and businesslike approach to rac- 
ing which characterized Perry. On the track, 
Boote’s riding shows an aggressive, forceful 
component reminiscent of Art Baumann. John 
doesn’t dawdle around in traffic; he quickly 
decides when and where to pass, and then 
flicks through. 

Though sponsored in New Zealand by Levi 
Strauss, makers of Levi's; Boote financed his 
trip to Laguna Seca primarily with his own 
money and wit. Hence he devised his imagina- 
tive racer-transport system. 

Problems only began after the excess bag- 
gage turned into a TZ-Yamaha. In the first 
Laguna practice session, Boote's engine ate 
a reed-valve petal and that morsel seized the 
engine. Saturday was not devoted to practice 
at all; rather Boote and Company spent the 
day (and night) rebuilding the engine for Sun- 


day's 75-mile race. If they were lucky, Boote 
would make both Sunday practice sessions 
before the main event. No such luck. 

When the bike went out for the first practice 
on Sunday, the chain promptly broke. So 
much for that practice. Then came the final 
training session. Boote motored onto the 
course, whereupon the bike ran out of gas. 
In total, Boote managed to get six miles of 
practice in two days. 

When everything sours, a racer always tells 
himself that he'll use the short heat races for 
""practice." So said John. But he didn't. A 
radiator hose split and that wrote off the '*heat 
race" practice. At least, Boote recalled 
gloomily, he had ridden Laguna in 1974... 
before his tire went flat. 

Boote's American holiday seemed quite 
consistent with the rest of his year, which has 
been filled with major and minor maladies: 
broken chains, bad fork seals, defective 
sprockets, and so on, ad nauseum. It seemed 
that Boote's only American fortune lay in the 
fact that he had not crashed, a fate which 
had eliminated Warren Willing, Levi-sponsored 
runner from Australia. 

Ron Grant wouldn't have taken twenty-to- 
one odds on Boote finishing the 75-miler. The 
New Zealander, of course, had a miserable 
grid position which accurately reflected his 
miserable Laguna weekend: back row, 39th 
starter. From whence things changed for the 
better. 

In the first lap (orless than two miles), Boote 
passed more than two dozen riders, complet- 
ing the first tour in 12th position. By the fifth 
lap, John had joined Pierce, Hennen and 
McLaughlin, and stayed with this group for 
most of the race. In playing catch-up and 
go-around, Boote's lap times dropped from 
1:14s into the thirteens, and finally nicking 
into high twelves. That was impressive, espe- 
cially for someone who was using the race 
as practice. 

Sprinting at the end of the race, Boote 
shook off Pierce and Hennen, and closed the 
gap on Steve Baker's TZ-750 monoshocker. 
The New Zealander was unaware that he 
occupied third and the slowing Baker filled 
second place. Had Baker not been riding one 
of the two factory monoshockers in the race, 
Boote might have stayed behind Baker. John 
had wanted a works monoshocker but couldn't 
get one; so he had built his own, fabricating a 
swing arm and using the Yamaha motocross 
rear suspension strut. Still smarting from his 
inability to land the real thing, the sight of 
Bakers monoshocker automatically pro- 
grammed Boote into a pass. Boote caught 
Baker on the last lap in the corkscrew. Steve 
tried to outbrake the New Zealander but 
Baker's slippery tires (wrong compound) 
fouled that move. Boote shot through, and 
into second place. 

Race weekends which begin with disasters, 
usually have catastrophic endings too. In any 
quick race-track rebuild, one or two little de- 
tails can go unnoticed, and those niggles may 
compound and conspire to stop the motorcy- 
cle again. Boote's woes made him an incred- 
ibly long-shot to finish. But then again, 
maybe pulling second out of the race was 
simple after pulling a motorcycle out of a 
carpetbag. © 
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Get the good taste of todays Old Gold. 





Ford supplies the van...local custom shops design and furnish such items as porthole windows, "mag" wheels, fat tires, sidepipes and special paint features. 





Beautiful combination. 
Your great van ideas added to ours. 


Ford now sets you up for customizing 
with the only redesigned van in years. 


Ford Van comfort starts with increased 
move-around room up front, for driver and 
passenger alike...room created by moving 
engine and axle forward, and wheelhous- 
ings out of the way. Molded engine cover 
is insulated to help quiet the ride...and has 
utility wells to hold your maps, sunshades, 
or what-have-you. 
Ford Van durability: Exclusive body/sep- 
arate frame construction. Deep-dip electro- 
coat primer protects the entire body. And 
power? A husky 300 cu. in. Six is now stand- 
ard, 351 and 460 V-85 available. Front 
power disc brakes standard, too. 
Ford Van choices that give you a head 
start on customizing include options like: 
* pivoting Captains Chairs (shown right). 
* interior trim including cut-pile carpeting, 
super-soft vinyl upholstery. 
* auxiliary fuel tank that increases capacity 
up to 42.6 gallons. 
* AM/FM stereo radio with tape player and 
other AM/FM radios. 


The closer you look, the better we look. 
See your local Ford Dealer. 


FORD 
FORD DIVISION 


CIRCLE NO. 30 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
















Up to 42.6 gals. 
Rear doors afull fuoi with = 
54 in.wide. opt. auxiliary tank. 
Engine forward 
permits 28 up-front 
service checks. 
Key areas are 


galvanized. Body 
completely electro- 
coat primed. 


Energy-absorbing 
frame rails help 
cushion front impact. 


Choice of sliding 
or swinging doors. 


Ford's '76 Econoline Van gives you a durable foundation for customizing. Shown below with optional Cha- 
teau trim, Captains Chairs, radio, air conditioner, Fingertip Speed Control, Cruise-O-Matic transmission. 
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Goggles for the eyes. 

A helmet to save the head. 
Leather as an outer hide. 
And now may we suggest 
ear plugs to keep you 
from going deaf. 

By Gordon Jennings 


® Look at it this way: ear plugs are a kind 
of before-the-fact hearing aid, and one 
that is especially important to motorcy- 
clists. Wear ear plugs when you ride, 
starting right now, and you'll greatly re- 
duce your chances of having to-go shop- 
ping for the battery-powered variety in the 
future. It’s all a lot more important than 
you might suppose, because the conven- 
tional hearing aid's all-frequencies audio 


amplification, cannot compensate for the 
form of hearing loss produced by pro- 
longed exposure to excessive noise and 
a hearing loss happens so slowly that iit 
will be substantial before you realize any- 
thing is wrong. Just wait until those Sweet 
Nothings girls whisper in your ear have 
become unintelligible mumblings. It may 
be years before you get to that mumbling 
point but once there you'll never get back. 


available hearing protectors 





EFFECTIVENESS 


BRAND TYPE SCORE 


SUPPLIER 





Disposable Plugs 
Plain cotton 
Wade Nods Waxed foam 
Bausch & Lomb Waxed cotton 
Bilsom Antinoise Swedish wool 
Bilsom Propp Swedish wool 
Flents Antinoise Waxed cotton 
Flents Quietdown Swedish wool 
Reusable Plugs 
Hechler Stayrite Safety Earplug, Series A V-51-R 
MSA Ear Defender V-51-R 
American Overseas Sonex V-51-R 
Cesco Guardian Ear Inserts V-51-R 
Dahlberg Sonogard Ear Inserts V-51-R 
Glendale Optical QLS, QLM, 

& QLL Ear Inserts V-51-R 
Safeline Ear Inserts V-51-R 
Saf-Ear V-51-R 
Auri-Seal 3-flange 
Sigma Comfit 3-flange 
American Overseas Supersonex 3-flange 
Dahlberg Sonogard (Mod. 6763) 3-flange 
Eastern EP-1 3-flange 
Hechler A, B Soft rubber 
Ear Stopper Filled rubber 
Marion Silent Partner Filled rubber 
Marion Decidamp Expandable foam 
Silaflex Expandable foam 
Tull E.A.R. Expandable foam 
Amplitude-Sensitive Plugs 
Selectone K = 
Lee-Sonic 1-D, 2-D, and 4-D - 
Custom-molded Plugs 
Instamold Noise Guards 
Soundown 
Selectone A 
Soundmaster Ear Protectors 
Marion Peacekeeper 
American Overseas Adcosil 
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Wade Products Co., 109 East 29th Str., New York, N.Y. 10016 

Bausch & Lomb, P. O. Box 478, Rochester, N.Y. 14602 

Bilson International Inc., 1930 Isaac Newton Square, E. Reston, Va. 22090 
Bilson International Inc., 1930 Isaac Newton Square, E. Reston, Va. 22090 
Flents Product Co., Inc., 103 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017 

Flents Product Co., Inc., 103 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017 


Hechler Brothers, Inc., 22-19 37th Avenue, Long Island City, N.Y. 11101 

Mine Safety Appliances Co., 400 Penn Center Blvd., Pittsburgh, Pa. 15235 
‚American Overseas Trading Co., 4619 S. Carrolton Avenue, New Orleans, La. 70119 
Cesco Safety Products, 100 East 16th Street, Kansas City, Mo. 64108 

Dahlberg Electronics Inc., P. O. Box 549, Minneapolis, Minn. 55440 


Glendale Optical Co., Inc., 130 Crossways Park Drive, Woodbury, N.Y. 11797 
Safeline Products, Putnam, Conn. 06260 

United States Safety Service, 1535 Walnut, Kansas City, Mo. 64108 

Sigma Engineering, 11320 Burbank Blvd., N. Hollywood, Ca. 91601 

Sigma Engineering, 11320 Burbank Blvd., N. Hollywood, Ca. 91601 

American Overseas Trading Co., 4619 S. Carrolton Ave., New Orleans, La. 70119 
Dahlberg Electronics, Inc., P. O. Box 549, Minneapolis, Minn. 55440 

Eastern Safety Equipment Co., Inc., Long Island City, N.Y. 11105 

Hechler Brothers, Inc., 22-19 37th Avenue, Long Island City, N.Y. 11101 
Surgical Mechanical Research, P. O. Box 1185, Newport Beach, Ca. 92063 
Marion Health and Safety, inc , 1515 Elmwood Road, Rockford, Ill. 61101 
Marion Health and Safety, Inc., 1515 Elmwood Road, Rockford, Ill. 61101 
Flents Products Co., Inc., 103 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017 

Tull Environmental Systems, P. O. Box 4628; Atlanta, Ga. 30302 


Sigma Engineering, 11320 Burbank Blvd., N. Hollywood, Ca. 91601 


Instamold Prosthetics, 1111 Walnut Str., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107 
French Laboratory, 1938 Marconi Avenue, Sacramento, Ca. 95815 


Soundmaster Ear Protectors, 1520 Broadway Avenue, Oakland, Ca. 94612 
Marion Health and Safety. Inc.. 1515 Elmwood Road, Rockford, Ill. 61101 
American Overseas Trading Co., 4619 S. Carrolton, New Orleans, La. 70119 








Motorcycles and their noises have been 
with us a long time, but not until recently 
in numbers sufficient to warrant serious 
study by those interested in cumulative 
hearing loss. This is not to say the rela- 
tionship between motorcycle noise and 
rider hearing must remain totally a mys- 
tery until decades have passed and all 
studies completed. Ever since people 
began to worry about workers in boiler 
factories going deaf, government has 
been monitoring the effects of industry's 
clangor on those exposed to it, and there 
is no reason to suppose that the human 
ear makes any distinction between a buzz 
saw and a motocrosser as long as the 
sound pressure and frequencies are the 
same. So government knows a thing or 
two about noise and hearing loss, and 
has established some interesting guide- 
lines for its own employees protection. 

Most of those working for the federal 
government hear nothing much louder 
than the reptilian rustling of red tape dur- 
ing a typical day on the job. One notable 
exception is the Forest Service, whose 
workers are charged with—among other 
things—combing the tangles out of 
Mother Nature’s hair. The Forest Service 
guys drive trucks and bulldozers, spend 
hours swinging chain saws, and patrol the 
wilderness on snowmobiles and motorcy- 
cles. And because the Forest Service 
officials don’t want to have their troops 
reaching for the old ear-trumpet and say- 
ing “Eh?” every time someone asks a 
question, the Forest Service requires ear 
protectors for anyone engaged in any of 
a whole list of tasks. Technicians measure 
sound intensity at the equipment opera- 
tor’s ear, and on that basis the job is rated 

(Continued on page 112) 
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® In England a couple of decades ago, 
there was a type of car that came to be 
known by the name, “Gentleman’s Ex- 
press." Vehicles in this category were not 
in the strictest sense sports cars, though 
they certainly were intended to be driven 
in a sporting manner. But where the 
sports car was aggressively contrived to 
dazzle the beholder’s eye with its flashy 
looks.and make the countryside ring with 
the echos of its booming exhaust, the 
Gentleman’s Express was subtle, sub- 
dued, built to move its owner from where 
he was to the place he wanted to be 
without creating any unnecessary stir 
along the way. A proper Gentieman’s 
Express had enough engine to work up 
an impressive hurry, but the power was 
not purchased by borrowing from broad- 
range tractability, or by introducing a 
fussiness of behavior that might have its 
owner changing spark plugs when he 
would rather be changing into a dinner 
jacket. Handling and braking had to be 
of a high order, while avoiding any sug- 
gestion of harshness, and the seating 
package had to be perfect. For the very 
essence of the Gentleman’s Express 
concept was to allow individuals of taste, 
judgment and coordinated ability to travel 
rapidly along all kinds of roads without 
inflaming villagers’ passions, arousing the 
ire of the constabulary, or fetching up 
against an oak. 

Potentially, we have a parallel situation 
in motorcycling, which already has a 
sports car equivalent in the raucous, 
flamboyant Café Racer. All that’s needed 
to complete the parallel is a two-wheeled 
version of the Gentleman’s Express—and 
we see evidence that such machines are 
emerging. They aren’t coming from the 
major manufacturers, who continue to 
devote themselves to the mass-produc- 
tion of reliable but often characterless 
appliances. Motorcycles in the true Gen- 
tleman’s Express mold are, like the Café 
Racers, being created by individual 
riders—for whom the motorcycle is a very 
personal thing, needing a lot of fine tuning 
before it suits their personal require- 
ments. With all that has been written 
about the Café Racer in recent months 
we need not elaborate on the nature of 
that particular beast; the Gentleman's 
Express concept, as it applies to motor- 
cycles, is less obvious in its details, less 
likely to call attention to itself, and for 
those reasons (and others that will be- 
come apparent in due time) deserves 
treatment here. 

You should be aware at the onset that 
while fewer dollars are involved in the 
making of a genuine Gentleman's Express 
than would be spent on all the accou- 
trements of a full blown Café Racer, the 
former requires more hours, thought and 
mechanic's skills. This difference results 
from the fact that your typical Café Racer 
is counted a success if it achieves only 
form; the Gentleman's Express concept 
is a denial of form and a worship of func- 
tion—and it always will be easier to make 
a motorcycle look good than to work well. 
Especially when the increase in perfor- 
mance must be obtained without any loss 
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of amiability—which is central to the whole 
Gentleman's Express concept—and the 
other goals of riding comfort and im- 
proved handling can only be reached 
through subtlety rather than the applica- 
tion of main force. 

There is, of course, a matter of basic 
suitability to be considered in choosing 
the motorcycle you will transform into a 
Gentleman's Express, but for most people 
this won't present a problem. Riders to 
whom the concept appeals will in most 
instances, guided by instinct, already 
have bought a bike that in stock condition 
comes close to what we have in mind. 
Almost anything could be used as the 
basis for this kind of project; it should be 
obvious that something like an old BSA 
twin promises to be prohibitively difficult. 
A far better choice would be any one of 
the modern four-cylinder models, and the 
best that comes to mind is Honda's 500/ 
550 Four—which has no serious handling 
problems to be overcome, is light and 
inherently nimble, yet has enough engine 
to provide (given a little help) very spirited 
performance without violating the con- 
cept's implicit prohibition of fussiness. 

We'll use Honda's mid-size Four as a 
case-study in making our point because 


of its fundamental suitability, and because 
Cycle’s Art Director, Paul Halesworth, has 
a 1972 500 Four that he’s been converting 
into a Gentleman’s Express since the day 
he first rode it home. The rest of Cycle’s 
staff-owned motorcycles tend to follow 
the same pattern, but Paul’s has received 
the most attention and comes closest to 
being the Compleat example of the 
type—though naturally some work re- 
mains to be done. The point is that most 
of what has been done is applicable to 
all the other suitable candidates for the 
Gentleman’s Express treatment. 

Riding comfort is an essential element 
of the concept, and getting it is going to 
involve some switching of handlebars. 
Typically, your standard factory-fresh 
motorcycle will have a bolt-upright seating 
position that’s great for tootling around 
town, but subjects your arms to tensile- 
strength testing when you begin to hurry. 
Handlebars are, on average, too high and 
wide for fast riding, which is why so many 
riders cancel the airspeed factor with a 
windshield—an accessory not entirely 
consistent with the concept being out- 
lined here. If you’re going to split the gale 
with your body, you'll be more comfort- 
able behind a lower, narrower handlebar. 
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For those who value function 
more than form and know enough 
to appreciate subtlety we offer 
something beyond the mundane 
mass-market motorcycle, and 
something finer than the 

typically exhibitionistic and 
uncomfortable cafe racer. 


By Gordon Jennings 


EXPRESS 
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You don’t want those Café Racer clip-on 
bars, which are a racing-speed necessity 
but an abomination on a Sunday Morning 
Ride; what’s needed is a handlebar that 
moves your hands closer together and 
slightly ahead, which aims your arms 
more directly into the wind and tilts your 
torso forward so that it acts less like a 
sail. The idea is to lean into the gale 
enough to balance its pressure, but not 
so much that you'll get a mortal crick in 
your neck. 

Paul found what he considers a near- 
perfect handlebar for his Honda on 
BMW’s parts shelf. It’s the one BMW uses 
as a standard item on European touring 
models and it works a lot better than the 
"drag bars” it so closely resembles. The 
BMW handlebar rises slightly above the 
fork-bridge clamps, then turns back and 
tilts downward slightly. This bar is really 
nice on any bike that doesn’t have you 
sitting too far from the fork stem; on big, 
stretched-out bikes like the Kawasaki Z1 
or the Ducati 750 the BMW handlebar 
gives your body more forward lean than 
is comfortable at anything less than 100 
mph, and it’s too short (24 inches, tip to 
tip) for the steering leverage a big motor- 
cycle needs. We have found that the 
handlebar from Suzuki’s GT 185 is a bet- 
ter choice for big bikes; there doubtless 
are others made for small models that 
would transplant as successfully. 

Footpeg location is far more important 
than most riders imagine, and most man- 
ufacturers almost invariably position the 
things too far forward. They do it that way 
88 





Rear-set footpegs look racey but the real reason 
for having them is to move a rider’s feet back 
under his center of gravity, improving balance 
and control. The cable arrangement shown here 
gives slightly more precise rear brake actuation 
than a simple pull-rod and was chosen for that 
reason. A remote-type shifter is usually needed 
with rear-sets, and offers fine adjustability. 
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to provide acomfortable spacing between 
the rider’s and passenger’s footrests, and 
because pegs that are too far forward for 
real riding comfort feel all right when you 
sit on the bike in your dealer’s showroom. 
And most of us have ridden so many miles 
on bikes with badly positioned footpegs 
that we don’t even realize anything is 
wrong until we’re on some twisty road and 
forcing the pace a little. It will then seem 
that something isn’t quite right, but few 
of us will be able to pinpoint the problem, 





which relates to riding technique. 
Within fairly broad limits, footpeg loca- 
tion doesn't mean much as long as you're 
just sitting on the bike like a lump, letting it 
carry you down the road. But when you're 
really riding you'll find yourself working 
the pegs almost as muth as the handle- 
bar: you shift your weight from peg to peg, 
and slip from side to side on the saddle. 
None of that will come easily or naturally 
unless the footpegs are directly under 
your personal center of gravity. When the 
CYCLE 








pegs are correctly positioned you can lift 
your backside an inch or so above the 
seat by tightening your leg muscles and 
you won't tend to fall forward or back. 
The typical touring bike's pegs are lo- 
cated too far forward and you can't 
"post" on them without toppling back- 
ward unless you get a good grip on the 
handlebar—which really is intended to be 
used for steering, and not as a grab- 
handle. Similarly, the pegs should not be 
too far back, and that rules out using the 
passenger footrests. The answer, for most 
bikes, is one of the '"'rear-set" kits made 
for the Café Racer crowd. Price one of 
those kits and you may think it's a lot of 
money for something seemingly incon- 
sequential; ride a bike with pegs where 
they should be and you'll understand why 
we have discussed this point at such 
length, and why the good rear-set kits are 
worth having. 

There's not much reason for doing all 
the work needed to get yourself comfort- 
ably situated to handle a motorcycle un- 
less the bike itself will respond to the 
control inputs. You just can't get comfort- 
able on a machine that slides, hops, 
shudders and wobbles when ridden hard. 
Nor can you expect to correct all those 
forms of misbehavior—or, for that matter, 
any one of them—with one inspired modi- 
fication. Handling problems are gen- 
erated, piecemeal, by a whole collection 
of deficiencies sprinkled throughout an 
entire motorcycle, and some of them are 
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Modified Honda CB750 pistons can be used 
in boosting the CB500/550 engines' dis- 
placement to 590cc. Wristpin diameters are the 
same, but you'll have to get a machinist to cut 
suitable valve pockets in the piston crown—the 
exact dimensions depending on valve size and 
lift. The edges of the piston crown must be 
lowered and the crown shaped according to 
the dimensions given below. Go up 23mm from 
the pin centerline and machine straight in to 
create a 6mm circular band, with a 15-degree 
slope leading inward from the machined area. 
Also, the skirt must be shortened about 7mm. 





These short BMW handlebars 
are just long enough to 
provide adequate leverage 
and lean the rider into the 
wind without leaning him 
right into a stiff neck. 

Moving the brake caliper 
around behind the fork leg 
places its mass closer to the 
steering axis and reduces 
the tendency toward wobble. 


inherent design flaws that never can fully 
be corrected. 

The first step in improving a motorcy- 
cle's ability to travel rapidly is to maximize 
primary road-holding: to give it tires that 
get a good grip on pavement and then 
make the most of those tires. And for 
all-around paved-road performance, 
sunshine or rain, we haven’t found any- 
thing better than Dunlop’s K81. Other tires 
may be less expensive, or wear less rap- 
idly, but the K81’s tread compound has 
an almost magnetic affinity for paved sur- 
faces and a Gentleman’s Express de- 
serves nothing less. Unless it’s a big one 
like a fine-honed Kawasaki Z1, on which 
the original-equipment Japanese Dunlops 
seem to work about as well and last 
somewhat longer. 

Before you rush out to buy a set of tires, 
give some thought to your bike’s wheels, 
which will in most cases have rims made 
of a serviceable but inelegant chrome- 
plated steel. There’s room for improve- 
ment here, though only marginally if you 
are thinking in terms of weight: light-alloy 
rims or cast mag wheels look very trick; 
they won’t be appreciably lighter than 
those standard steel hoops. This is not 
to say these replacements are lacking in 
fnerit beyond what they do in the area 
of cosmetics. Cast wheels are made of 
an alloy that contains far too much alumi- 
num to be particularly light, but they are 
true when you get them and stay that way 
because they have no spokes to work 
loose, and they are very rigid—which 
probably is an advantage. The great dis- 
advantage of cast wheels is that they are 
not easily adapted to just any motorcycle. 
The front wheel presents only a problem 
in brake-disc spacing; the rear wheel is 
likely to be a nightmare, requiring fabri- 
cation of a whole brake assembly, special 
sprocket adapter, etc. 

With all the mounting problems, cast 
wheels would be worth the effort and 
expense if only they were available in the 
right range of rim widths, and if there was 
a broader selection of tire sizes, but of 
course the same thing may be said of 
replacement wheel rims. As it happens 
there's a kind of “Catch-22” situation in 
motorcycling, with all the bikes suitable 
for Gentleman's Express conversion 
(circa 500cc and up) needing fatter tires 
and not getting them because our tire 
manufacturers are reluctant to try any- 
thing too large for existing rims and the 
wheel makers equally reluctant to widen 
rims in anticipation of tires that may never 
become available. So, for the moment, 
you have to work with WM3 rims because 
that's the widest available (at 2.15 inches 
between flanges) and the largest tire the 
WMS will support adequately is a 4.25. 
Youcan geta 4.50-section tire from Good- 
year, but while the firm's "Eagle A/T" 
is a splendid gripper of pavement it feels 
wobbly when mounted on a WM3 rim. 
We'll give it another try when wider rims 
become available. 

Given the availability factor, you should 
think in terms of a WM3 rim for your 
Gentleman's Express' rear wheel; a nar- 
rower WM2 (1.85-inch) rim is often used 
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on touring bikes' front wheels, and may 
give steering characteristics well suited 

to the average rider, but we would advise 
Switching to a WM3. The largest tire rec- 
ommended for a WM2 rim is a 3.50, and 
there's a good chance you'll want some- 
thing that puts down a bigger contact 
patch if your riding style includes hard 
use of the front brake and muscular 
steering inputs. The WM3 rim can be fitted 
with a 3.25-section tire, if you decide you 
like the way a bike handles with a smallish 
tread up front, and the wider rim will—as 
previously noted—accept anything up to 
a 4.25, all of which adds up to a flexibility 
of choice you don't get with a WM2 rim. 

The problems of adapting those trick 
cast wheels being what they are, it is our 
feeling that you should opt for the rela- 
tively simple alternative of lacing light- 
alloy rims on your bike's existing hubs. 
The change in rims really won't make 
enough difference in weight to matter, but 
it involves very little more expense than 
swapping to a different set of steel rims 
and you can always tell yourself that the 
alloy rims are stronger, more rigid, (as 
they probably are) to justify doing what 
may not be sensible but is extremely ap- 
pealing as regards its effect on your mo- 
torcycle's appearance. Polished alumi- 
num rims do something for a sporting 
machine that chromed steel—however 
effectively it is used—cannot hope to 
match. Man cannot live by logic alone. 

Paradoxically, the more success you 
have in your choice of wheels and tires, 
the more likely it is that your bike's overall 
handling will deteriorate. This stems from 
the fact that improvements in traction are 
reflected back into a motorcycle's chassis 
as an increased level of stress on the 
frame and all the suspension hardware. 
You may as well be prepared to do some 
work in those areas, because few stock 
motorcycles are equalto the stresses they 
feel when ridden hard—even if absolutely 
nothing has been done to improve their 
grip on the road. 

One area almost certain to offer scope 
for improvement is your motorcycle's rear 
suspension. For reasons best known to 
their cost accountants, the major bike 
manufacturers seem dedicated to the 
proposition that overly stiff springs com- 
bined with limp shock absorbers add up 
to a good ride and acceptable handling. 
It is obvious to everyone else that this 
is not really the case—though it certainly 
is true that if you must for any reason 
have to live with bad shocks, then stiffen- 
ing the springs will help keep a bike's 
handling from becoming downright dan- 
gerous. But a far better approach is to 
invert the manufacturers' normal selec- 
tion: you pay whatever price is being 
asked for good shocks and fit these with 
the softest springs that will keep the sus- 
pension from bottoming. 

It is difficult, perhaps impossible, to 
make anything resembling a blanket rec- 
ommendation for rear suspension springs 
and shocks. All we can do is to give you 
the benefit (?) of the results of such ex- 
perimenting as we have done in this area. 

(Continued on page 92) 
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Most men know they’re not getting enough 
exercise to keep their bodies in good shape. 
However unless their careers depend on it 
(like professional athletes, actors, etc.), it’s been 
my experience that most men will not continue 
with a regular training program long enough for 
it to do them much good unless the training is 
fast, easy and shows results right away. 
Bullworker training gets a top score on all 
three counts: 
—it’s fast: each exercise takes only 7 seconds 
and the complete workout can be done in about 
five minutes 
— it's easy: most men between 15 and 65 in good 
general health can run through the full program 
without getting tired 
— you see your improvement right from the very 
first day on the built-in 
Powermeter. After about 
two or three weeks of 
regular training, most 
men can measure an ex- 
tra inch or two of muscle 
on the shoulders, the 
chest, the biceps—and 
an inch or two less flab 
around the waistline. 
And that's just the be- 
ginning: there are spe- 
cialized exercises for 
building-up or trimming 
down any part of your 
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We do know that both Girling and S&W 
shocks will do wonders in steadying the 
way a bike goes around corners, and we 
believe the S&Ws to be a bit more consis- 
tent in their action. On the other hand, 
we’ve gotten good results with Koni 
shocks by taking advantage of their ad- 
justability. Any of these shocks may be 
expected to do a better job of preventing 
the pitching, hobby-horse chassis move- 
ments (a major component of cornering 
wobble) than most of their origi- 
nal-equipment counterparts. And be- 
cause they control the pitching, it be- 
comes possible to use softer-than-stan- 
dard springs: a stock Z1 has 135 pound- 
inch springs and shocks that don’t do 
much beyond holding the springs in 
place; with Koni shocks, having a turn 
of added rebound damping cranked into 
their valving, we were able to use 120- 
pound springs and got improved ride and 
handling; we’re now trying S&W shocks 
with 90/110-pound progressive-rate 
springs and those work even better. Simi- 
larly, our various 750 Ducatis, which came 
to us with Marzocchi shocks and 110- 
pound springs, handle and ride better with 
S&Ws and 90-pound springs. Paul’s 
Honda was too softly suspended with 
75-pound springs and he’s hoping that 
80-pounders on shocks with a little more 
travel will do the job. He’s hoping, but 
doesn’t know, because it’s an area in 
which experimentation is the rule and the 
road to perfection is littered with dis- 
carded expensive parts. 

A word of warning about replacing your 
bike’s rear suspension units: just make 
sure the replacements fit. You can use 
shocks slightly longer than the originals 
to lift the machine’s ride-height and get 
a bit more cornering clearance, but this 
shouldn’t be overdone because raising 
a bike’s tail reduces the fork rake and 
can make the steering very peculiar. The 
second thing you have to watch is the 
fit at the shock’s mounting eyes, which 
have to be free to pivot slightly as the 
suspension works. If the fit is too tight 
all kinds of bad things can happen, in- 
cluding outright breakage of the mounts; 
get the fit too loose, vertically, and the 
excess clearance will act like a delay in 
the damper’s response to movement. 

A bike’s rear suspension usually needs 
a little time and a lot of money before it 
meets your particular requirements. This 
order is reversed when you tackle the 
fork, which in most instances needs very 
little modifying but a huge amount of ad- 
justing. There isn’t much you can do 
about fork damping unless you have a 
lot of specialized test equipment avail- 
able, and if you had the equipment it 
wouldn’t help because forks’ big problem 
is compounded of misalignment and static 
friction in its seals. The manner in which 
fork assemblies are made and bolted to- 
gether leaves a lot of room for error, and 
manufacturers’ assembly-line workers 
often take horrible advantage of the lati- 
tude provided. They'll just stab the fork 
tubes into the fork bridges and tighten 


_| all the pinch bolts without making sure 


(Continued on page 102) 





THE GREAT SALT 
SHAKE-OUT 


® Everything sounds good from the start- 
ing line to the 1-Mile marker. These bikes, 
many of them Salt Flat specialists that do 
not race anywhere else, have had one 
mile’s worth of energy pumped into them. 
The pump in many cases has been work- 
ing since last August, cranked by memo- 
ries stored in handy places, by formulae 
worked out on paper, by ideas that come 
at odd moments and are ferreted away 
for safe-keeping. The distance from the 
starting line to the 1-Mile can be covered 
in style by anyone who has been careful 
with his carburetor jetting, his compres- 
sion ratio, his porting, his ignition system 
and his gearing. The first mile is a warm 
road in the country, broad, safe and 
beckoning. 

The road gets narrower and rougher 
from the One to the Two, and it is not 
so easy to look stylish here. By now the 
bikes are going almost as fast as they 
can go. Engines that sounded crisp as 
chrome reflections at the One have new 
problems to overcome at the Two. Shoul- 
dering into tiny rear wheel sprockets, wind 
and rolling resistances climbing with geo- 
metric speed, sheets of air doing funny 
things to intake systems, piston tempera- 
ture moving up and piston diameter 
growing, spark plug electrodes turning 
blue and porcelain bubbling from the heat 
of combustion, oil hot and thin and ex- 
haust valves long ago turned white, the 
distance from the One to the Two... 
examines a man’s engine microscopically 
to see whether he has pumped enough 
energy into it. Out here, beyond the 
pleasant boulevard of the first mile, the 
salt peers deeply into a motor. It checks 
cam timing, and spring pressure, and 
valve-to-piston clearance, and crankshaft 
end play, and exhaust system design. It 
checks for ring flutter and oil film strength 
and wheel bearing lubrication, for chassis 
integrity and streamlining details. The 
distance between the One and the Two 
pushes back hard against a motorcycle. 

But not as hard as the distance between 
the Two and the Three. Speed granted 
earlier must be sustained here, because 
here is where the photo-electric timing 
cells are. If a motorcycle has gathered 
record-breaking speed over the first two 
miles, it must sustain it through the third 
mile—and this is the meanest test of all. 

Few pass. One motorcycle in ten sounds 
comfortable through the timed mile. The 
rest project a noise grown ragged around 
the edges, power shuttling in and out of 
the engine and causing the noise to 
surge and recede in a way completely 
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Amid ill-timed winds and a 
sprinkling of rain, Bonneville 
held its annual inquisition to 

determine who knows enough to 
go fast, and who does not. 


By Cook Neilson 


unique to the Salt Flats. Some bikes sound 
even worse between the Two and the 
Three, spraying behind them fusillades of 
pops and bangs. The Salt has whipped 
these bikes plain and simple. It has exam- 
ined their interior mysteries and sneered 
at what it has found, and if their tuners 
return next year the bikes will be much, 
much better, tuners as a rule hating to 
be sneered at. 

There are some competitors who pump 
such energy into their bikes between 
speed trials that the Salt hasn't sneered 
at them for a long time. Among them are 
Warner Riley and George Smith. Riley has 
been coming to Bonneville since the late 
Sixties and has brought home enough 
record certificates (16) to wallpaper the 
town of Skokie. He has records in gas 
and fuel, in open and partially stream- 
lined, all with Sportster-based engines of 
differing displacements. Warner picks his 
record attempts carefully, scanning the 
rule book and the record list for numbers 
that are either softer than he thinks they 
ought to be, or particularly challenging. 
For 1975 Riley's interest was attracted by 
the modified engine-modified frame 
2000cc gas record—156.735 mph—and 


the same record in the fuel class—201.432 
mph. The gas record was soft and the 
fuel record was challenging, so Riley went 
after both, bagging the gas record at the 
first opportunity with an average of 
159.414 mph. 

Warner and George Smith, his mentor 
and manufacturer of S&S speed equip- 
ment, then turned their efforts toward the 
201 fuel record. The bike qualified on 
Wednesday with a pass of 203.50 mph, 
Warner's 95 cubic inch Sportster broad- 
casting its clean basso profundo growl 
for three solid miles. Sportsters seem to 
run best at Bonneville if they are geared 
to run at their torque peaks. It has been 
thus since the late Sixties. No big-inch 
Sportster that has gone fast at Bonneville 
has ever turned over 6000 rpm. Warner's 
bike packed a 1.89 overall fourth gear 
ratio—the countershaft sprocket is only 
two teeth smaller than the rear wheel 
sprocket—and through the timed mile, 
with 5000 rpm showing on the tachome- 
ter, Riley's engine pushes against the salt 
and the wind with a rippling Chrysler 
sound from which time, experience and 
care have subtracted every impurity. 

Having qualified over the existing rec- 
ord by a satisfactory margin, Riley and 
Smith returned the following morning to 
pick off another paper certificate. But this 
time the distance between the Two and 
the Three, which never stops its exami- 
nations no matter how many times you 
have passed them, found a tiny flaw. One 
of S&S's products is its alloy-bodied nitro 
carburetor, without which few Harley- 
Davidsons have ever gone fast either at 
Bonneville or the drags. Last year George 
Smith introduced the “Super” carburetor, 
like the original except for a throttle- 
operated device which permits fuel to flow 
directly to the main jet (bypassing the float 
system) when the butterfly valve reaches 
a pre-determined opening angle. Guy 
Leaming, a prominent Eastern drag racer 
of the mid-Sixties, had worked up the 
same arrangement with a 40mm Del'Lorto 
carb and a shut-off valve lashed to the 
hand-throttle—except on Guy's carb once 
the throttle was open and the valve was 
flowing, it could not be turned off except 
by hand. George's is far more sophis- 
ticated, of course. But when Warner 
charged off on his down run some small 
imperfection kept the valve from opening 
fully when Riley changed from third to 
fourth, and before he knew it a hole had 
been torched through the front cylinder's 
piston crown. “I didn't like that engine 
anyway," George Smith said. 
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and glory fades like a bonneville mirage. 
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Warner Riley has brought home enough record 








Dreams of record breaking become broken engines, 
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They had another one, nearly identical 
to the first, and they stuck it in Riley’s 
Bonneville-tuned XR chassis. A slipping 
clutch delayed progress until Saturday, 
the day before Speed Week ended. With 
everything right Warner raked through the 
electronic beams in excess of 210 mph 
on Saturday—but high winds cancelled 
Sunday’s record attempts and Warner 
went home one certificate short. 

The Can-Am crowd has been doing well 
at Bonneville ever since Bombardier 
started building motorcycles. That ami- 
cable relationship endured through 1975, 
the Canadian gang collecting records in 
the 125, 175 and 250 Production classes 
with speeds respectively of 89.77, 96.64 
and 104.38 mph. Bill Vickery has done 
just as well with less practice. He unlim- 
bered his TZ-700 last year with a record 
in the partially streamlined 750cc gas 
class of 183.9 mph. Between 1974 and 
1975 Vickery left the engine alone and 


worked on streamlining. He extended the 
fairing all the way back to the rear axle, 
creating cutaways for his legs to keep his 
bike within the legal limits of the Partial 
Streamlining category, and when he re- 
turned this year he moved the record up 
to 191.203. Not completely fulfilled, Bill 
went after the same record in the fuel 
class, using alcohol and 10% nitrometh- 
ane. “Alcohol doesn't give you that much 
more than gasoline," Vickery said in- 
specting a part. “It cools better than gas, 
and it can stand more compression than 
gas. But my bike is watercooled, and it 
has no heat dissipation problems; be- 
sides, with the pistons 1 had | couldn't 
raise the compression any. That's why | 
added the 10% nitro." The part Vickery 
was inspecting was a seized piston. At 
Bonneville the knowers get records; the 
guessers get burned. Vickery, being both, 
got both. : 
Most other competitors don't have 
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Vickery's lattitude and consequently get 
one or the other. Ronald Izard rode his 
father's supercharged Honda 90 to a rec- 
ord at just under 95 mph flat. Fletcher 
Izard adapted a Porsche smog pump and 
a plenum chamber/intercooler to the tiny 
Honda and complained earlier in the 
week, ''We had her making over 20 horse 
on the dyno back home. But here it seems 
to be making only eight or nine." Izard 
Senior, working out of a toolbox no bigger 
than one of Warner Riley's cylinders, 
massaged out the aches and pumped in 
energy all week and finally, on Saturday, 
got the 90 up to full squeak. Dave 
Campos, who rode Bob George’s dou- 
ble-74 fueler over 230 mph last year and 
caused earthquakes all over Utah, had 
-less luck this year. He qualified on Tues- 
day at 191.03 mph against a standing gas - 
record of 175.502. But Campos and Co. 
later noticed a tiny crack on one of the - 


s Harley-Davidson s crankcase assem- 
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Rider 


Make 





A-AG-100-5 Thomas Conway Kawasaki 
A-AB-100-7 Ronald Izard Honda 
APS-AB-100-13 Dennis Bair Honda 
P-125-1 Gordon Seim Can-Am 
M-C-125-2 Dale Ebersole ` Yamaha 
P-175-1 Gordon Seim Can-Am 
P-250-1 Gordon Seim Can-Am 
A-AF-350-6 Brian Eriksen Yamaha 
APS-AF-350-12 Brian Eriksen Yamaha 
M-AF-500-4 Ellis Lehmberg Kawasaki 
MPS-AG-500-9 Don Vesco Yamaha 
M-AG-650-3 John Manning Kawasaki 
MPS-AG-650-3 Don Vesco Yamaha 
MPS-AG-750-9 William Vickery Yamaha 
A-AG-1000- 5 Jeff Bartlett Triumph 
APS-AG-1000-11 Jeff Bartlett Triumph 
M-C-1300-2 Tom Whiteman H-D 
M-AG-1300-3 Thomas Elrod Kawasaki 
MPS-C-1300-8 Tom Whiteman H-D 
APS-AG-1300-11 Jon Minonno Triumph 
S-C-1300-14 Tom Whiteman H-D 
A-AG-2000-5 Warner Riley H-D 





New 
Record 


92.422 

81.869 
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89.766 
111.090 

96.642 
104.378 
139.593 
151.901 
132.637 
167.971 
124.117 
171.324 
191.203 
150.502 
168.139 
138.681 
157.232 
158.172 
161.052 
155.952 
159.414 


Bill Vickery's TZ700.went 183.9 mph in'74; puc but still partial streamlining > 


boosted his speed to 191.203 for a new record this year. - 


blies, and then a tiny crack in the frame, 
and the George mastedon was trailered 
for the duration of the week. 

Robert Tomrose ran outof development 
time on his turbocharged and water-in- 
jected SuperGlide and came up short of 
the 160 mph minimum for his class, and 
Tom Elrod, campaigning an 1197cc Ka- 
wasaki Z-1 after years of success running 
a double Sportster, ran close to two rec- 
ords but not quite close enough to either. 

Different kinds of people come to Bon- 
neville. There are those out to see what 
it is like. There are those out for the fun 
of it, and those out for publicity, and those 
out to test odd-ball mechanical theories 
that may have had appeal in the home 
workshop but which turn out, facing the 
passionless pale glare of the Salt, to have 
been little more than whimsical. 

There are those who want to go fast. 
- These are few; Bonneville pays grandiose 
(Continued on page 114) 








When a car's tire burst, excitement came to its 
driver, and anybody in the outbuilding at left. 















Old 
Record 


90.078 
80.000 
80.000 
77.311 
110.398 
91.837 
90.944 
138.155 
133.537 
131.995 
135.256 
114.904 
144.531 
183.796 
150.173 
161.012 
137.413 
152.002 
141.481 
160.705 
155.000 
156.735 
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€9 In 1951, Marty Dickerson came to the 
Bonneville Salt Flats with his Class-C- 
legal 1000cc Vincent and set a record 
N for his class at 129 mph. Three weeks 
later Sam Pariott and A. J. Lewis arrived 
and bumped the record to 132 mph. Marty 
returned in 1952 with different gearing 
and went 141 mph, and came back again 
in 1953 with some additional engine mod- 
ifications and squeezed the record up to 

1 147.8 mph. The record stood for 20 years. 
It was finally exceeded in 1973 by Dale 
Alexander on a Yoshimura Kawasaki Z-1, 
who pushed the speed above 155 mph. 
Marty wanted the record back when he 
found out he had lost it. Something that 

i has belonged to you for 20 years, even 
i something as transitory as a speed rec- 
ord, can become important—and that 
4 1000cc Class C record was. Marty likes 
Vincents. Vincent has been out of busi- 

| ness for years. Marty, who was young 
when Vincent was alive and who still be- 
lieves that the big V-twin was perhaps the 
finest motorcycle ever manufactured, 
wanted to get the record back to keep 


d at least the memory of Vincent speed vital 
and in sharp focus. Even people who look 
upon Vincents fondly will concede that 
much was peculiar about them. But fast 
they were . . . fast they always were. 
Memories of how fast had been reinforced 
for 20 years by a line in a record book. 
Now the line had been erased by a Z-1— 
and with it had gone valuable testimony. 

And it wasn’t until the summer of 1975 
that Dickerson had a chance to start 
reassembling the big twin, although he 
wanted desperately to reclaim his record 
in 1974. Changes had to be made. Mike 
("Penguin") Parti built Dickerson a 
crankshaft out of the solid; because gas- 
oline is far better now than it was 22 years 
ago, factory 11:1 Specialoid pistons could 
now be used instead of the milder 8:1 

| pistons that had done the job in 1953; 

f the shape of the exhaust valves was 
changed to a more modern configuration, 
and new intakes were whittled by Art Ohrli 
from Pratt and Whitney aircraft valves. 
Jerry Branch fitted up the exhausts and 
checked the porting, which Dickerson 


had done in 1950 with a quarter-inch drill 
motor. 

The racing starts at Bonneville on a 
Sunday. But Sunday found Dickerson and 
crew still in Thousand Oaks, California, 
thrashing. The valve stems were too long. 
The heads had to come off, the valves 
removed and taken to a machine shop 
in Sun Valley, and then the engine had 
to be reassembled. The exhaust pipe nip- 
ples had to be switched from one head 
to the other because one was too long. 
But one of the nipples was destroyed 
when it was taken out, and it took Marty 
three hours to locate a replacement. 
Finding parts that he knew he had, in fact, 
was Dickerson’s biggest headache; 20 
years can shuffle things around a bit. 

He departed for Bonneville on Tuesday 
morning, having had no sleep since the 
previous Friday, and arrived in Wendover 
Tuesday night. The bike still hadn’t been 
fired. Wednesday was consumed fitting 
number plates, a rear chain and chain- 
guard, throttle cables, a rear wheel 
spacer. Thursday came and Marty’s Vin- 


a 


Marty 
Dickersons 
Small Crusade 


Armed with the same Vincent 
wonder-weapon that set a speed 
record in 1953 (photo at left) 
and held it for 20 years, Marty 
returned in 1975 with the same 
bike (photo at right) and proved 
after a fashion that time can 
be made to stop. 


cent, which hadn’t run in more that two 
decades, finally rattled to life—on the 
second kick. But there was another prob- 
lem: aleak between the rear cylinder head 
and cylinder. The bike was brought back 
to the motel room and Marty fabricated 
a special .005"-thick copper gasket, 
which he hoped would fix it. 

Friday was the day. The Vincent, re- 
stored to concours condition in dark blue 
and chrome, was the best-looking motor- 
cycle on the Flats as it rolled beside 
Marty's van up towards Bob Higbee and 
the starting line. 

"Make sure you take a picture of Hig- 
bee just when he sees the bike," Marty 
told one of his helpers. There are many 
enduring traditions at Bonneville; Bob 
Higbee, who dispenses soothing conver- 


sation and advice to every competitor on : 


every run, and has since the late Forties, 
is the most prominent of all Bonneville 
Salt Flat institutions. 

“Every time lve come up here since 
1953," Marty says, “Bob asks me where 
that little blue motorcycle is. When he 


finally sees it he'll freak out." Higbee, 
properly, did, and Marty booted the Vin- fi 
cent to life, crisp pops and crackles com- 
ing from.the white-painted exhaust pipes 
as the V-twin warmed its 10-weight Ken- | 
dall oil. "Motorcycle 41A, on the course," 
Higbee intoned into his head-set. Marty 
took off down the salt, accelerating 
cleanly through first and second, the en- 
gine-sound fuzzing as the Vincent leaned 
into third gear. Then silence. Marty's 
goggles had blown off. 

He towed back and got into line. By 
the time he was ready for his second run § 
his goggles had been securely taped to 
his helmet and forehead. "We're just 
stabbing in the dark on jetting," he said 
just before he took off. Once again the 
bike sounded pure through first and sec- 
ond, grew troubled as Dickerson nursed 
it towards 7000 rpm in third and ran inter- § 
mittently through fourth. The time slip, 
handed to a helper on the starting line, 
read 130.81. 

Marty backed down the mixture and 
then backed it again, but the speed didn't 


improve. The leakage between the rear 
head and cylinder was growing worse and § 
finally, time running out and still 25mph 
short, Marty parked it Saturday morning. 
Dickerson had gone to Bonneville for f 
one reason: to get back his record. The 
attempt wasn't couched in terms of sloppy | 
sentimentality (‘‘What the hell," Marty said 
Saturday morning. “We'll run it 'till it 
blows"), nor was it fueled by any mawkish 
desire to recapture the glistening glory § 
years of Vincent or Dickerson. In the end, | 
time stopped the effort—not the 20 years | 
that intervened between record attempts, 
because time could transmute neither the § 
hard metal parts that convert gasoline into | 
horsepower, nor those important things § 
about speed and Vincents that Marty 
knows as surely as he knows his name. 
The effort stalled because Marty didn't f 
have time to fix the problem. j 
Now he has: a year. Marty will be back | 
at Bonneville in 1976, trying to recover § 
the speed record that belonged to him B 
and to his Vincent for so long. mE 
—Cook Neilson | 
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It's not easy. Because Panasonic makes more kinds of portable tape recorders 
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9 This test is an extension of the May, 
1974 group evaluation Cycle did on small 
street-commuter bikes. In that report we 
called the smallest street-legal machines 
from Yamaha, Honda, Kawasaki, and Su- 
zuki The Little Monsters. Yamaha’s entry 
in that test was their RD60A, which was 
under-motored and over-priced com- 
pared to the competition. 

The Little Monsters looked like Little 
Saviours during the gasoline shortage but 
Yamaha made the least of the opportunity 
with a bike that cost as much as the 
Kawasaki G3SS-D90, got the same mile- 
age, and was a lot slower. Yamaha in- 
troduced the RS100B last year after our 
Group test. The 1976 model RS100C in 
this test remains unchanged from last 
year’s bike except for some small paint 
and finish details. 

The little single-cylindered street 
tooter’s good looks are due to careful 
borrowing from the attractive styling of 
the bigger RD-series twins. The long and 


gracefully-rounded fuel tank and side 
panels combine with a full-sized seat and 
chrome-plated steel fenders to save the 
RS100C from the impish, cutesy appear- 
ance of some other micro-machines. 
Mechanical detailing and manufactur- 
ing methods have also followed styling 
down through Yamaha’s model ranks. 
The completely welded-together fender 
assemblies, with beautifully-formed box- 
section reinforcements, have cable and 
wire guides made into them wherever 
necessary. Engine mounts and frame- 
strengthening gussets reflect the simpli- 
fied mechanical beauty that is the mark 
of an engineering department that long 
since has learned the direction in which 
such things need to be strong. The side 
and center stands function smoothly, 
easily, and surely because Yamaha’s 
people have profited from past mistakes. 
Fuel cap, ignition, fork, helmet, and seat 
locks prevent tampering and theft, just as 
they do on the larger bikes. And the tank, 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DALE BOLLER 








Yamaha’s new economical street commuter is now very competitively 
priced and has the looks and spirit of the bigger RD-series bombs. 


98 


seat, and footrests are rubber mounted 
where they touch the frame to isolate 
vibration. The little bike is a package of 
details developed for bigger, more ex- 
pensive bikes, then passed along as ba- 
sic-knowledge improvements when the 
newer small bikes were designed. There’s 
even a handle fastened between the top 
left shock absorber mount and the frame 
tube to make it easier to pull the bike up 
on its center stand. 

Starting with a wheelbase of 47.2 
inches separating the centers of the two 
18-inch wheels, the geometry of the 
RS100C is most comfortable for shorter 
adults and average-sized teenagers, ei- 
ther solo or two-up. For our 5/2” Produc- 
tion Director, who is just learning to ride, 
the bike had an easy, natural feel and 
she could reach ground easily with both 
feet when stopped. A six foot, 160 pound 
male staffer found the same machine 
satisfactorily comfortable during 20-mile 
commutes. He had to sit rather rearward 
on the saddle’s 22-inch length, but his 
legs and arms were not cramped because 
of an awkward position. The handlebar 
tips are 29.5 inches apart and angled so 
that the wrists and elbows of both tall and 
short riders are comfortably placed. 

Two kicks on the foot lever pedal bring 
the engine to life every time once the 
Mikuni starting mixture system is under- 
stood. A knob on the side of the carbure- 
tor body has to be pulled anytime the 
engine is being started cool. The knob 
opens a separate circuit in the carb that 
provides a very rich mixture. This circuit 
relies on full inlet vacuum to draw the 
needed extra fuel through it and this vac- 
uum is available only when the throttle 
is left completely closed during starting. 
If the throttle is opened even slightly dur- 
ing cold starting, the engine will refuse 
to fire. During summer months, when our 
test was done, the engine would run 
cleanly with the starting circuit closed 
after a couple of minutes’ warm-up. 

Because the RS100C’s engine is small 
and fairly highly tuned, quite a bit of throt- 
tle and plenty of revs must be used when 
taking off from a stop. This is especially 
true when carrying a passenger. But the 
main drawback to small engines is that 
they don’t provide enough power to pre- 
vent drastic slowing when the bike is 
ridden up moderate hills. To reduce this 
problem, Yamaha chose to increase the 
engine power at higher revs and make 
the inevitable sacrifice in torque at low 
rpm. Once the knack of letting the clutch 
out gradually with the engine revving a 
bit high is learned, the bike gets underway 
smartly and the impressive-feeling extra 
punch is worth the slight inconvenience. 

Even with a 160 Ib. rider, the Yamaha 
has plenty of power to cope with any 
moderate-speed travel in traffic and it 
would easily maintain 55 mph on a level 
highway against light headwinds. On 
steep grades or when breasting heavy 
wind, 45 mph could be held by running 
at full throttle in fourth gear. Although 
there wasn’t time to run the bike on the 
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A Mikuni carb feeds the reed-valve block and These naturally positioned and logically dir- 
the small hose meters oil automatically. ectioned switches require short learning time. 
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YAMAHA RS100C 
Price, suggested retail $550 West Coast 
Tire, front 2.50 x 18 Yokohama Y506-A 4PR 
2.75 x 18 Yokohama Y980 6PR 
Brake, front.................. 4.33 x 1.44 in. (110 x 36.5mm) 
Tea EE e E eo: 4.33 x 1 in. (110 x 25mm) 
Brake swept area 33.2 sq. in. (214.14 sq. cm.) 
Specific brake loading 11.2 Ibs/sq. in. 
(0.787 Kg/sq. cm.) at test weight. 
Engine type Two-stroke piston-port single, 
reed valve 
Bore and stroke 52 x 45.6mm (2.05 x 1.80 in.) 
Piston displacement 97cc (5.9 cu. in.) 
Compression ratio 
(corrected to exhaust opening) 
Carburetion 1; 20mm; Mikuni 
Air filtration Oiled polyurethane foam 
Ignition Flywheel magneto with external coil. 
Rake/Trail 27°30'/3.54 in. (9.0 cm) 
Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 
Fuel capacity 2.4 gal. (9 liters) 
Oil capacity .... 1.59 qt. (1.5 liters) 
Transmission oil capacity 23.7 oz. (700cc) 
Electrical power 
Battery 
Primary transmission .... Helical gear, 3.894:1 (74/19) 
Secondary transmission Ye x Y roller chain; 
2.4:1 (36/15) 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 26.48 (2) 17.53 (3) 12.79 
(4) 10.20 (5) 8.94 
Wheelbase 47.25 in. (1.2 meter) 
Seat height 29.5 in. (74.9 cm) 
Ground clearance 7 in. (17.8 cm) 
Curb weight 212 Ib. (96.16 Kg.) gas tank full. 
Test weight 372 Ib. (168.7 Kg.) with rider 
Instruments.. Speedometer, non-resettable odometer. 
Standing start '4-mile 20.46 sec; 59.13 mph. 
Average fuel consumption .... 70.6 mpg (30.02 Km/1) 
Speedometer error 30 mph actual 29.17 
60 mph actual 55.97 
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Sure- “stopping brake has port for lining wear 
inspection. Note new Honda-type shock mount. 





dynamometer, its drag strip performance 
indicates that about 9 bhp is available at 
the rear wheel at 9500 rpm. 

During casual riding, and particularly 
when lightly loaded, the bike’s suspension 
is a little stiff and harsh. This is because 
the shock absorber and fork springs are 
stiff enough to handle the higher loads 
of heavier riders, two-up riding, and 
high-speed cornering. Steering re- 
sponses to pressure on the handlebars 
and footrests is quick to the point of over- 
steer, but the bike is stable and sure. It 
aims accurately and really good hydraulic 
damping of suspension movements pre- 
vents any oscillation or wobble. The 
RS100C feels very much like a lightweight 
racing bike and riders accustomed to 
heavier machines will find they must learn 
to be much more subtle about tugging 
on the handlebars. 


A person could learn a lot about what 
road racing is like by riding the RS100C 
as hard as possible on an up-and-down 
hill, twisty road. The machine has just 
enough power so that the gearbox has 
to be used a lot, and using it will maintain 
sufficient speed to keep a moderately 
experienced rider scared silly most of the 
time. 

During such spirited flailing, the entire 
machine impresses you with its balance: 
the tires are just good enough to provide 
the traction to use up the cornering 
clearance established by the side stand 
and brake pedal on the hardest turns. 

Usually the brakes are the first compo- 
nents to show signs of distress during 
hard riding, and especially drum brakes 
on small, bargain-priced bikes. But, like 
its tires, the RS100C’s brakes are just 
about equal to its other performance ca- 
pabilities. Slowing power was predictably 
progressive, the control pressure re- 
quirement was normal, and the only time 
we felt any heat fade was on a really hard 
run at racing speed down a familiar 
mountain road. Inspection of the brakes 
showed that both shoes in both brakes 
were accurately machined and making full 
NOVEMBER 1975 





contact with the drums. 

Riding at night was a revelation. Our 
test bike was fitted with a Koito #4020 
sealed beam light with 30 watts of power 
on either high or low beam. This was the 
first time we had ridden behind this light 
and we were very impressed. It would be 
nice if all the small bikes with 6-volt sys- 
tems were fitted with this light in the fu- 
ture. And the Koito sealed-beam would 
be avery good replacement for any older 
machines presently using a bulb and re- 
flector type headlight. Like the headlight, 
the taillight and stoplight were brightly 
visible and the turn signals functioned 
perfectly. 

Maintenance procedures were 
straightforward and without hassle except 
for the lack of drain screws in the front 
forks. The forks had to be disassembled 
for oil changes, a fact that virtually in- 
sures that some bikes will live out their 
days on the same fork oil. The conven- 
tional breaker-points magneto has big 
windows that allow easy setting of the 
ignition timing. A dual-density foam air 
filter element is under a cover behind the 
right side panel and can be rinsed in 
solvent and re-oiled in a few minutes. 

One of the bike’s peculiarities was the 
carburetor's sensitivity to changes in alti- 
tude. Though it was a perfectly running 
bike, with good, clean spark plug color 
at the 700 ft. level of our shop, the Ya- 
maha would stutter and four-stroke at the 
2100-ft. mark up in the hills. A small jet- 
holder is screwed into the side of thecar- 
buretor float bowl and allows two-minute 
jet changes. We replaced the standard 
#110 main jet with a #105 and the ma- 
chine would then run cleanly everywhere 
we went. 

A filler cap under the pivoting seat is 
what you look for when the oil injection 
tank needs to be refilled and a dip stick 
on the transmission cap shows that level 
by removing a thumbscrew. 

Rear chain adjustment is quick and 
easy after the axle nut and rear hub 
drive-cushion nut are loosened. A 10mm 
wrench is then used to turn the adjuster 
screws on each side. The usually-mis- 
aligned alignment marks were even accu- 
rate on our bike’s swing-arm boss. 

At a suggested retail price of $550 on 
the West Coast, the quick little machine 
is solidly priced below the $575 Kawasaki 
KH100 (successor to the G3100) and the 
$649 Honda CB125. Suggested retail 
prices are supposed to be a ball-park 
figure, to which shipping and preparation 
and taxes are added to arrive at an out- 
the-door price. But in reality, the sug- 
gested retail is just a suggestion. The 
United States Federal Trade Commission 
guarantees the dealer the right to get 
whatever the traffic will bear and allows 
you to get the best deal you can manage. 

But regardless of price, and whether 
the fuel crunch gets as acute as it did 
in the summer of '74, the RS100C has 
evolved into a motorcycle of excellent 
quality that provides economical, reason- 
ably comfortable short-haul trans- 
portation for full-sized adults. And it is fun 
to ride. © 
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MOTO-CROSS JERSEYS 


For all brands of bikes! 
NOW IN STOCK! 

Specially made Moto-Cross Jerseys extra- 

strong seams, reinforced elbows. Satisfaction 
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750-F. 500SS, the new GL 1000 and 
KAWASAKI 903-Z1. 
Engineered for MAXIMUM H.P. — Increased 
MILEAGE — Improved overall PERFORMANCE 
and CORNERING clearance — 22 Lb. WEIGHT 
SAVING over stock. 
System includes removable fiberglass muffler insert 
and racing megaphone. In Chrome finish or Black. 
$139.95 $113.95 
Chrome Black 
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the tubes are pointing in the same direc- 
tion. Then, after the sliders are in place, 
they'll install the front wheel in such haste 
that the fork legs are pulled together or 
forced apart. The net result is that the 
sliders don't want to slide, even assuming 
that all the seals and dust-scrubber caps 
aren't too tight, which is a very dangerous 
assumption. Finally, the stiction problem 
is made all the worse by manufacturers' 
cost-conscious selections of fork springs. 
If you want to use the cheaper spring 
steels, and they do, then it becomes nec- 
essary to stiffen spring rates and install 
the springs with a lot of pre-load to com- 
pensate for the inevitable sagging. 

So what do you do about the fork? You 
more or less remanufacture it, that's what, 
and the process of correcting some of 
the built-in error can make you crazy. The 
error hardest to correct is the one in 
which the between-centers distances for 
the fork tube holes in the upper and lower 
bridges are not the same. If, for example, 
the upper pair of holes are closer together 
than the lower set then the tubes will 
diverge instead of being parallel. We've 
found this condition existing in all kinds 
of forks, including one example of the 
ultra-trick, ultra-expensive racing variety. 
The only satisfactory cure is to remachine 
the upper fork bridge—boring the tube 
holes oversize, on the same centers as 
those in the lower bridge, and inserting 
Sleeve spacers to make up the difference 
in diameter. 

Your bike's fork tubes can be out of 
parallel as a result of sloppy assembly, 
and this condition is relatively easy to 
correct. You start by taking the fork al- 
most completely apart, removing the front 
wheel and sliders, and loosening every- 
thing that hasn't been disassembled. 
Some kind of surface plate is needed to 
get the tubes parallel, viewed from the 
side, and of course they can be checked 
for divergence/convergence at the same 
time before tightening all the clamps at 
the steering head and fork bridges. 

Following the above operation you 
reinstall the sliders, making sure the seals 
and dust caps aren't so tight that they 
act like friction dampers. Then you can 
replace the front wheel—but don't tighten 
the axle clamps until after you've worked 
the fork up and down a few times to let 
the slider ends locate themselves on the 
axle. It is distinctly possible to get the 
slider ends pulled together or forced apart 
in the course of fitting the bike's front 
wheel, and that's something to be 
avoided. Static friction in forks can cause 
more handling problems than poor damp- 
ing and badly chosen springs together, 
and anything that causes binding be- 
tween the fork tubes and sliders will in- 
crease that resistance to motion. 

While you're working on the fork, see 
if the construction of the sliders is such 
that the brake caliper can be relocated 
behind the axle. Most aren't, and while 
we are assured that there is good reason 
for forward-mounting calipers (the brake 
pads stay cleaner and cooler positioned 





ahead of the slider) our experience is that 
handling is improved by getting as much 
of the fork's steered mass as possible 
tucked in close to the steering axis. A 
Kawasaki Z1 with dual-disc front brake 
is markedly wobble-prone when its cali- 
pers are hanging out ahead of the sliders; 
it steadies nicely when the mounting is 
reversed. Indeed, anything you can do 
to reduce the inertia of the steering will 
improve handling. Reversing the brake 
caliper helps, as does fitting a shorter 
handlebar (which moves hardware like 
the control levers and brake master cylin- 
der closer to the steering axis), and a 
lighter front fender couldn't hurt. And 
when you're mounting the fender, make 
sure it slips into place without pushing. 
Softer fork springs will do wonders for 
a motorcycle's ride, and improved quality 
in the springs will overcome the sagging 
problem. But you can't reduce a bike's 
fork spring rates too much below the 
Stock level without having the fork bottom 
under hard braking, assuming that 
straight-rate non-progressive springs are 
being used, and that the bike is not too 
much lighter than stock. What's needed, 
to get both ride and anti-dive, is springing 
that's soft for the first couple of inches. 
of travel and then stiffens as the fork | 
compresses toward its bottoming stops. 
Those characteristics are best obtained 
with true progressive-rate springs, but 
when such springs are not available you 
can get much the same result by stacking 
two or more straight-wound springs of 
different rates inside each fork tube. 
Back when our own Jess Thomas was 
racing a modified Honda 350, he found 
one handling improvementin the reversed 
brake caliper—and another in finishing the 
welding job Honda had begun on the 
frame. The CB350 frame had a backbone 
tube made of two stampings spot-welded 
together, and we suspected that it was 
doing a bit of flexing between spots. 
Welding a continuous bead between the 
two stampings and tying them together 
more securely made this already good- 
handling bike even steadier in corners. 
Your own bike may not have any spot- 
welded pieces in its frame, but it may need 
stiffening. Far too many of even the latest 
motorcycles still have limber chassis, and 
handling that is not what it could be due 
to that weakness. Paul’s Honda 500 Four 
is not conspicuously lacking in rigidity, 
yet we see evidence in the flaking of paint 
where the frame’s swing arm-pivot sup- 
ports join with the lower cradle tubes that 
it is flexing at that point. The cure, in this 
instance, will be reamed-fit, oversize en- 
gine mounting bolts. The stock bolts are 
a loose fit in the crankcase and frame 
lugs, which means that the engine cannot 
contribute much to overall chassis stiff- 
ness. A crossbrace in the form of an "X" 
or “N” would tie the frame cradle tubes 
together in much the same way, and might 
be the preferred alternative on some other 
motorcycles, but the Honda engine’s 
sump extends down into the space such 
bracing would have to occupy, so we 
have elected to make the engine serve 


(Continued on page 114) 
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maha experience—has bumped up the rpm 
ceiling to 12,000 rpm. 

When down to the hard licks, however, 
Roberts and his Yamaha TZ-250 overpowered 
both Kawasakis. In his heat race Roberts had 
yielded to duHamel’s Kawasaki, but in the 
main 38-mile chase, Number-One motored 
around in fourth briefly and then picked off 
Gary Scott’s Harley-Davidson for third and 
passed duHamel for second. Only Steve 
Baker, winner of the second heat on his Ya- 
maha Canada TZ-250, temporarily staved off 
Roberts. At the halfway point Roberts pulled 
into the lead, looking very much in control. 
Roberts spent the next 12 or 13 minutes 
circulating in front while Baker made a brief 
attempt to erase the gap, but he in turn came 
under attack from duHamel. 

In the heat race, duHamel had trouble with 
the rear brake, and in the final he all but lost 
the front brake. In order to slow down, he 
had to pump the handlever to generate some 
stopping power. The problem gradually grew 
worse, so duHamel cooled his charge and 
finished third behind Baker. Meanwhile, du- 
Hamel’s teammate, Ron Pierce, had his own 
brake problems—front and back—and sol- 
diered home fourth. Gary Scott's Harley- 
Davidson started in fourth and faded to sixth, 
finishing behind Don Castro's Yamaha. 

Despite the fact that Walter Villa has re- 
tained his 250cc World Championship using 
a very fast 250 Harley, and despite the fact 
that Milwaukee has fiddled with the 250 H-D 
for more than a year, the little Italian two- 
stroke still produces lukewarm results in the 
United States. Milwaukee, of course, has a 
finite amount of manpower and time. Two-fifty 
development must have a relatively low prior- 
ity. The AMA gives no national points for 250 
racing, and Harley-Davidson has Gary Scott 
running first in the point race courtesy of 
the XR-750 dirt trackers on which the H-D 
team concentrates. Moreover, the 250 twin 
still has a weight problem; it's probably 35 
pounds heavier than the Kawasaki KR-250, 
and in small-bore racing obesity is fatal. 

Harley-Davidson's new amazing four-car- 
buretor, twin-cylinder 500cc two-stroke is a 
mutation of the 250. Built on similar crank- 
cases, the 500 engine is surrounded by a 
frame-cradle pattern on the 250. Gusseted 
and reinforced at every juncture, the frame 
carries heaw-duty fork, swing arm, and wheel 
assemblies which separate the 500 from any 
250 racer. The bike weighs about 260-270 
pounds and currently may produce 65-70 
horsepower. 

With a phenomenal power-to-weight ratio 
no one needs horsepower that begins and 
ends with flash-bulb suddenness. To spread 
its horsepower curve, the 500 needed reed 
valves, but reed valves also restrict fuel/air 
flow and ultimately hold down maximum 
horsepower. Normally, one solves this restric- 
tion problem by using a big reed-valve and 
a larger-than-standard carburetor. Assuming 
that sufficiently large reed-valve cages and 
carburetors existed, and assuming the hard- 
ware could be mounted to the engine, the 
500 could use two huge reed valves and two 
gigantic carburetors. There is no such equip- 
ment. The alternative is simple: four smaller 
carburetors with appropriate reed valves. 
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Long before Laguna Seca, Gary Scott tried 
the 500 in Italy and raced it briefly at the 
Austrian Grand Prix. Preoccupied with the 
dirt track program, the Harley team never 
tested the 500 extensively in the United States. 
The New Orange Hope wasn’t especially quick 
at Monterey, but little problems, such as rup- 
turing carb manifolds, dogged the bike. To 
Scott speed mattered less than reliability. Dick 
O’Brien, Harley-Davidson’s racing chief, ac- 
knowledged that Scott had come to Laguna 
Seca for points and not an upset win. 
Though Harley-Davidson had been too 
busy dirt track racing to pursue the 500, 
Kawasaki had no such barrier to their pave- 
ment program. After Daytona, racing honcho 
Randy Hall flew off to Japan and worked up 
a new set of pipes for the 750. But far more 
than jiggery-pipery transpired between Day- 
tona and Laguna Seca. Armed with telex and 
notebook, Hall tracked the progress of KR- 
750s all over the world. In England KR-750 
racers Mick Grant and Barry Ditchburn en- 
countered a series of problems—some fixes 
were made on the spot, others came from 
Japan. DuHamel likewise played a part in the 
750’s development. He raced the bike in 
Europe, sometimes making spectacular show- 


ings, and then dropping out with all sorts of 
problems from broken transmissions to over- 
cooked engines. Meanwhile, Hall ran a testing 
program in the United States, and as Laguna 
Seca approached, he had the KR-750 flying. 

A highly experimental KR-750, with a par- 
allelogram rear swingarm, suggested Kawa- 
saki’s willingness to explore all avenues of 
experimentation, smooth or rocky. Nick- 
named Fubar in grand military tradition, much 
was claimed for the bike: it had anti-dive, 
anti-squat characteristics; it handled better 
than the standard model, etc. The ballyhoo 
(and doomsaying) surrounding Fubar all 
proved moot. DuHamel’s normal 750 was 
running too strong and working too well (de- 
spite a slight seizure Saturday morning) to risk 
racing Fubar. 

Whether or not the KR-750 can match 
TZ-750 horsepower was unresolved at Laguna 
Seca. The Monterey course rewards blinding 
acceleration and excellent handling; if the 
lighter Kawasaki is still horsepower-down on 
the TZ-750, that deficit will only surface at 
the last national roadrace, Ontario. But 
somewhere inside the KR-750—or inside a 
certain French-Canadian— Yvon duHamel fig- 
ured there was an edge, enough to stay off 
Goodyear s latest tires, stick with the standard 
rubber, and eliminate one important variable. 

One by one the other front-liners made their 
irreversible choices on tires. Dave Aldana, 
Suzuki’s blitzer, had tried everything including 
Dunlop’s latest tires (see Pipeline). His works 
Suzuki went to the starting grid on standard 
Goodyear slicks. Gene Romero, using the 
same tough-minded judgment that won Day- 

(Continued on page 110) 
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Say hello to Winter 1975. Br-r-r-r. 
Now, anybody who can add 2 feet of snow and 2 wheels 
knows when Old Man Cold is doing his thing, motorcycle 
iders arent. All over the country cyclists are sitting around 
with. their bungi cords waiting for spring to come. 


it's a good time to 





And that's not too hot for your Kawasaki dealer. In fact, he gets 
real lonely this time of year. 

That's where you come in. 
He's caught in the deep-freeze with his prices down. And you're 
in the right place at the right time. Which means, it’s your 








cold and the deals are hot. He's probably just sitting there trying 
to teach a Z-1 to play rummy and praying for Groundhog -Day. 

Oh yeah, don’t be afraid to haggle with him either. But 
have some compassion. It’s a long, cold winter. 


Let the good times snowball. 


Jimmy Weinert, AMA - 








Motocross Champion, wants 
every edge he can get. : 


That's why 


he relies on 


Goodyear Eagle MX. 


Hard-charging Jimmy Weinert, 


the current AMA Open Class Moto- 
cross Champion, looks for every edge 
in competition. That’s why he rides 
Goodyear Eagle MX— the tough, 
versatile motocross tire. 

A winning motocross tire 
must be able to take hold fast in mud 
and sand or hard-packed dirt. 

In the soft stuff Eagle MX 
stabs in instantly, reaches bottom, 
and starts gripping. Its 6-pointed lugs 
penetrate deeply and special lug 
contours and spacing create a 
self-cleaning action that clears out 
mud. On hard-pack the Eagle MX 
shows its versatility. Its tread block 
arrangement gives stable tracking 
on straightaways and in the corners. 
And because hard surfaces are 
rough on knobby tires, the Eagle MX 


uses a special compound for 
exceptional tear resistance to keep 
its biting edges. All of this is built 
over a triple-tempered nylon cord 
body to soak up punishment, even at 
the low inflation pressures used : 

in motocross. 

Goodyear Eagle MX. A 
carefully engineered balance of grip, 
stability and strength. The motocross 
tire forall course conditions. 

See the full Eagle Ime and 
pick the tire that's right for your type 
of riding: Eagle A/T for street bikes; 
Eagle H/P for street superbikes; 
Eagle D/T for dirt track; Eagle MX 
for motocross; Eagle 
D/S for sandy desert; 

Eagle D/S II for hard- 
packed desert; Eagle 
R/T for on-/off-road. EAGLE 
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tona (when the rabbits run themselves out, 
"there's old Gene, ready to take over . . .”’), 
selected standard Goodyears. Steve Baker 
pulled the normal Goodyear slicks off his 
Yamaha Canada TZ-750 monoshocker. And 
why? Because Baker followed Roberts' lead: 
"Kenny's pretty sharp on tire selection; he's 
had a lot of experience with tires." Roberts, 
looking for an edge yet knowing the price of 
being wrong, settled on the trick rubber. 

Asthe yellow-and-black monoshocker rolled 
to the start line the crucial equation read: 
Roberts plus the monoshocker plus the 
super-stick tires equals more than duHamel, 
the Kawasaki KR-750, and standard Good- 
years. Maybe not much more, but enough. 

At the start duHamel and Roberts shot 
away, their blistering pace stuffing the pack 
far behind. Seventy-five mile races are too 
short for coy wait-and-see tactics; Roberts and 
duHamel joined in battle at once. With duHa- 
mel leading at the end of lap two, Roberts 
tried to slice the narrow margin by charging 
into the slow ninety-degree turn nine, violating 
his standing rule: never go fast in a slow 
corner; the time-and-distance gained just isn't 
worth the risk. Coming out of turn nine, Rob- 
erts crashed, at least figuratively. The bike lost 
traction, slid out, fell to the inside, leaped up, 
crossed up and threatened to high-side— 
everything except fall off both wheels simulta- 
neously and land flat-side down in splat. Just 
for an instant did Roberts interrupt his perfect 
flowing rhythm and engage in desperate fist- 
and foot-fight with the TZ-750; then it was 
over, like three blank frames in a motion 
picture before the action continues. 

Roberts, back to his standard procedures, 
pushed harder in the faster portions of the 
track. Into turn two—a 120-mph lefthander— 
Roberts’ monoshocker would kiss the white 
line marking the pavement's outside edge and 
raise a furious little cloud of dust and dirt, 
whereupon the TZ-750 would snap over into 
full cornering attitude with almost no transi- 
tion. Roberts assailed duHamel's lead, 
dropping the lap record to 1:11.24 on the 
fourth lap. On lap six Roberts clicked past 
duHamel and began opening up a lead. Rob- 
erts’ equation was working. 

Aldana watched the leaders from his Suzuki; 
considering the pace and ferocity of the Rob- 
erts-duHarnel duel, Aldana decided that third 
was temporarily a reasonable place to be. But 
soon Aldana's works Suzuki began to misfire. 
In the center cylinder, the interior ceramic of 
the spark plug was falling out, a common 
response to high-compression detonation. 
The ceramic shower quickly killed off the 
cylinder and parked Aldana. 

Gene Romero moved into third place, hav- 
ing passed Steve Baker after shaking the close 
running quartet of Pat Hennen, Steve 
McLaughlin, Ron Pierce and John Boote. 
Though running fourth, Baker’s TZ-750 looked 
ragged. Blazing past the bumpy crest of turn 
one at 130 mph, the Canadian monoshocker 
sometimes shuddered violently. 

Tiger Gene had no such difficulties as he 
consolidated third place, but after 50 miles, 
Gene's studied performance ended abruptly 
with a suspected engine seizure. Romero's 
misfortune was the second works TZ-750 
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failure this year (Roberts! Daytona clutch was 
the first). 

Don Castro's adventures on the third fac- 
tory-backed TZ-750 lasted longer though an 
off-road episode punctuated his ride. Castro 
was passing a slower rider going into turn sev- 
en, a plunging off-camber left-hander, while 
Steve McLaughlin was scooting past the same 
rider on an inside line. The passee, seeing 
McLaughlin but apparently unaware of Castro, 
moved to the outside and ran Castro off into 
the dirt. Castro exited in a rock-and-dust 
storm. Undeterred by his 90 mile-per-hour 
motocross, Castro tugged, yanked, levered 
his TZ-750 around, discovered that it still ran 
on three of its four cylinders, and so returned 
to battle. 

As the race progressed the interval between 
third-place Baker and the Pierce-Hennen- 
Boote-McLaughlin foursome shortened. 
Pierce, bandaged and sore from a 150 mph 
get-off the week before Laguna, at times led 
the four-bike train. During a practice session 
at Ontario, his Boston Cycles Yamaha TZ-750 
had been totally demolished after seizing on 
an ingested reed petal. Tuner Kevin Cameron, 
with a great deal of help from aide-de-camp 
Gary Mierzejewski, C&J Frames, Pierce, and 





Randy Hall at Kawasaki ressurrected and re- 
built the bike in two days. Indeed, Pierce’s 
Yamaha even had a Kawasaki front end 
grafted on. 

Pat Hennen likewise had headed the four- 
some, but his Suzuki never quite handled as 
well in the race as it had in earlier practice 
sessions. Somewhere Hennen had lost about 
1.5 seconds per lap on his best practice times; 
yet he still looked controlled and impressive. 

McLaughlin likewise played point-man for 
the squad, but he got off the road and up 
the bank in Laguna’s famous corkscrew, and 
his temporary detour left him far behind his 
travelling companions. John Boote (see side- 
bar), overcoming momumental race-week 
problems, eventually broke loose from the 
group and steadily reeled in Baker. 

Accelerating out of turn nine and past the 
pits, Roberts pointed to his rear tire. The 
winning equation began to fall apart. His 
calculated tire choice had been wrong, and 
now that choice victimized him. The super- 
sticky Goodyear slicks, working too hard and 
running too hot, turned greasy. Roberts’ cor- 
nering speeds fell, and the slippery tires can- 
celed any forceful max-stop braking. 

DuHamel, riding with great elan and preci- 
sion, swept past Roberts before the race’s 


midway point. For the next 25 miles, the 
Laguna multitude witnessed another duHa- 
mel-Kawasaki show of force and grace. On 
lap 21, the Green Meanie lapped at 1:11.38, 
almost touching Roberts’ earlier record time. 
The Kawasaki lead grew lap after lap as du- 
Hamel circulated in the one-elevens. So com- 
manding was his margain that duHamel 
knocked back after his 26th tour, turning in 
the twelves and thirteens. Clearly, the 
French-Canadian had set himself on cruise- 
control; he planned to spend the remaining 
laps in a comfortable holding pattern and then 
land deftly on the checkered flag. 

On the 29th lap, the Kawasaki plummeted 
right out of its holding pattern. In the cork- 
screw's righthander duHamel felt the rear 
wheel lose traction—instantly, completely, ir- 
retrievably. It wasn’t a controlled breakaway 
which racing tires give at the limit of traction. 
Rather, the fall was an “in the sadd-on the 
ground”’ affair, the classic oil-slick crash. The 
KR-750 suddenly deposited oil all over the 
right side of duHamel’s rear slick. Inside the 
engine an outboard crankshaft bearing-cage 
had broken up, tearing an outer seal, which 
in turn allowed crankcase pressure to blow 
oil out of the transmission, through a breather 
and onto the tire. All these interconnected 
events happened so quickly that duHamel 
hadn’t noticed any change in engine perfor- 
mance before his get-off. 

Strangely, duHamel’s fall occurred in the 
corkscrew, the scene of two earlier crashes—in 
1973 and 1974—which had likewise ruined 
his Laguna. The irony was not lost on the 
French-Canadian. Nursing a broken finger and 
a bruised and bleeding hip, duHamel snorted 
out a bitter laugh: “I ought to buy this damn 
course and take the corkscrew out of it." 

Number-One inherited the lead and there 
Roberts stayed. Second-place Baker, who fit 
the super-stick Goodyears, paid dearly for his 
mistake. John Boote, charging hard, caught 
Baker in the corkscrew less than a mile from 
the finish flag. Baker tried to outbrake Boote, 
but hot, slippery tires doomed Baker’s at- 
tempt. Boote forced by, and Baker was help- 
less to recoup. A tired Ron Pierce rode the 
reclaimed Boston Cycles TZ-Yamaha to 
fourth, edging out Suzuki-mounted Pat Hen- 
nen. After his excursion in the corkscrew, 
Steve McLaughlin made up enough ground 
to grab sixth, ahead of Hurley Wilvert, giving 
a steady performance for seventh. K&N’s 
Randy Cleek occupied eighth, while Team 
Dahmen's runner, Pat Evans, filled ninth. A 
dusty Don Castro, running a TZ-750 with three 
live cylinders and a fourth full of rocks, toured 
home tenth. 

Scott eased the Harley-Davidson 500 into 
13th. The engine mounts had broken in the 
race, and the fractures added nothing to the 
little waterpumper’s handling. Scott guessed 
that the surge in vibration might be an im- 
pending crankshaft failure, so he clicked way 
back. By finishing the race Scott picked up 
nine points. That’s far below Roberts’ 165 
for winning, but it’s nine more points which 
the still-trailing Roberts must make up else- 
where to retain his championship. 

So Roberts won on a reprieve. Trapped 
in second by his own tire choice, Number-One 
had been released by a broken bearing cage. 
The muse of racing may surely hate the erring, 
but still she has her capricious moments. © 
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for maximum exposure time without ear, 
protection, and for the kind of protection 
required. 

It is obvious, from the numbers, that gov- 
ernment is not in this instance merely 
being picayune. The Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration says it’s okay 
to put in a full eight-hour day while being 
subjected to a 90 dB(A) racket, which is 
loud enough to make ordinary conver- 
sation plenty difficult. Ear protection is 
required only when people are exposed 
to even higher sound intensities. They 
figure ears can take up to 95 dB(A) un- 
protected if exposure time is held below 
two hours per day, but the limit is a mere 
15 minutes at 115 dB(A). 

Why all the worry? Everyone who’s 
been around motorcycles much has had 
longer exposure to louder noises, and it 
doesn’t seem to do any lasting harm. 
Spend a day at the motocross races, 
crowded right up next to the action, and 
you’ve got an exposure/intensity combi- 
nation right off OSHA’s scale. But you 
don’t worry because the ringing in your 
ears—though bothersome at the time—is 
gone the next morning and all seems to 
be well. What you can’t detect, because 
the loss after a single incident is so mi- 
nute, is that a tiny bit of your hearing went 
away with the ringing. Add up enough 
incidents, enough minute losses, and you 
find that you’ve become partially deaf. 

The noise-induced hearing loss at issue 
here is insidious, happening so slowly as 
to go unnoticed until it is well advanced. 
It also is diabolical in its effect on one’s 
daily life, as the sufferer is left entirely 
able to hear some kinds of sounds, but 
deaf to others, because of the specific 
nature of the auditory damage. Your ear, 
like most things, is a device with a weak 
link—this being the system of nerves that 
transmits vibrations coming in through the 
ear drum and middle-ear ossicles to the 
brain, converting the vibrations into a 
pattern of signals the brain reads as 
sound. As it happens, some sound fre- 
quencies truly do grate on one’s nerves 
—the auditory nerves—and these nerves 
respond by getting insulted and refusing 
to handle the offending frequencies. 
Specifically, your hearing nerves hate 
loud noises with a frequency of around 
3000 Hz (cycles per second), and they’re 
not too enthusiastic about the 6000 Hz 
range, either. Insult the auditory nerves 
often enough, long enough, and they just 
ignore the frequencies they don't like, 
which works out to be a real nuisance. 
You are left able to hear the vowels of 
human speech pretty well, but the conso- 
nants tend to get lost, which means that 
you have to use mixed lip-reading and 
listening to follow a conversation, and the 
telephone becomes a highly uncertain 
instrument of communication. 

All forms of motorcycling can subject 
the rider to noise of an intensity great 
enough to produce hearing loss. Many 
motorcycles are muffled to the point of 
being innocuous as a primary noise 
source, but it is a verified fact that the 





uproar created by wind buffeting around 
a rider's helmeted head is too much for 
the human ear to take without being 
damaged. Forest Service engineer Rob 
Harrison (a closet motorcycle freak) out- 
fitted a rider with a portable recorder and 
a microphone pickup probe inserted right 
into the entrance of his ear canal to get 
some firm data on the noise riders actually 
hear. The bike used in this testing was 
a Kawasaki F9, which is no more than 
middling loud as motorcycles go. Yet, the 
lowest noise recorded was at the 95 dB(A) 
level—with the F9 held at a steady 20 mph, 
and the rider wearing the quietest of a 
dozen helmets tested. At 55 mph readings 
ranged from 102 to 110 dB(A) and sub- 
sequent analysis of the test data very 
strongly suggests that most of the sound 
is wind noise. 

If you've done much riding and have 
any grasp of the relationship between 
loudness heard and those dB(A) 
numbers, Harrison's data won't come as 
a surprise. Spend a day on the typical 
off-road bike, or on a road model doing 
a little Interstate cruising, and you have 
that ringing in your ears when you fall 
into bed at night. Your ears don't have 
to see the sound meter to know they've 
been insulted. Unless, as most of us here 
at Cycle have learned to do, you wear 
ear plugs. Those muffs jet aircraft main- 
tenance men wear are terrific protection, 
and some motorcycle racing mechanics 
have begun to use them, but they won't 
fit inside a helmet. So you wear ear plugs 
(if you're smart) and as long as you have 
to jam the things in your ears, the results 
should compensate for the annoyance of 
installing them. 

A rose may be a rose, but there are 
some very substantial differences in the 
effectiveness of various ear plugs. Here 
again, we have the Forest Service to 
thank for providing solid data. They es- 
tablished a combination of the best avail- 
able muffs and ear plugs, worn together, 
as having an effectiveness score of 100. 
On that scale, a plain wad of cotton rates 
an 11 and barely better than nothing at 
all (which is a zero on the scale). But 





cotton is at least cheap, which is more 
than may be said for one of the compli- 
cated, expensive ‘‘amplitude-sensitive”’ 
plugs that also scored an 11. Good cus- 
tom-molded plugs go as high as a 69 in 
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effectiveness, and the inexpensive ex- 
pandable foam plugs are nearly as 
good—though not as comfortable. We 
have provided that portion of the Forest 
Service report on hearing protectors 
dealing with ear plugs, so you'll be able 
to see what's available, from whom, and 
how it rates as protection. 





Factors other than effectiveness are 
important, if only secondarily. Waxed cot- 
ton ear plugs are cheap, less than five 
cents per pair, and can be very good 
protection, but some people can't stand 
the things. It's not that the waxed cotton 
won't conform to the shape of your ear 
canal; it’s just that the good ones are 
loaded with a really soft wax, and feel a 
lot like you’ve got a candied date stuck 
in each ear. 

Swedish wool is also cheap, tidier than 
waxed cotton and vastly more effective 
than plain cotton. This stuff isn't Swedish, 
or wool. It’s very finely spun glass fibers, 
and it gets really grubby in a hurry. Use 
the ‘‘wool’’ wadding once, and toss it 
away. The expense is insignificant, and 
it will help keep your ears clean. 





Reusable plugs are the least expensive 
of all, in the long run, because they can 
be used again and again—if you keep 
them clean. Cleanliness, in this context, 
may not move you any closer to godliness, 
but it will move you away from the 
chances of a really nasty ear infection. 
Let any ear plug acquire a coating of 
grime and ear wax and it becomes a 
miniature health spa for all manner of 
hideous microbes. Stuff that kind of germ 
culture in your ear and you’re asking for 
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trouble. Apart from that, the reusable 
plugs are pretty good, and the custom- 
molded type are great, though expensive 
(about $10.00). Custom plugs are cast to 
fit individual ears perfectly, give good 
protection, are tops for comfort, and just 
the thing to have if you can find someone 
to custom-make a pair for your ears. 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DALE BOLLER 





Most of the fit-anybody reusable ear 
plugs aren't very comfortable. They aren't 
exactly instruments of torment for 
average ears, but you can never quite 
forget you're wearing them. The excep- 
tions to this are the expandable-foam 
type, and the kind that are rubber cap- 
sules filled with a pliable silicon. The cap- 
sules do conform to the shape of the ear 
canal, without creating annoying pressure 
points, and offer excellent protection. The 
expandable foam ear plugs are about as 
comfortable, give approximately the same 
protection, and are so cheap you can 
throw them away when they get grubby 
instead of bothering with getting them 
clean. Also, if you lose a pair of expand- 
able foam ear plugs you won't feel like 
the diamond dropped out of your ring. 
They're a good choice for motorcyclists. 

Apart from the varying levels of annoy- 
ance people feel when they have things 
stuck in their ears, we've never heard a 
valid objection to wearing ear plugs. 
Some people swear that they are afraid 
to wear ear plugs because they wouldn't 
be able to hear horns and the warning rus- 
tle of truck tires against the pavement, 


` but that doesn’t make sense. Ear plugs 


reduce all noise equally, and let you 
hear everything you could hear without 
them—but at reduced volume. Based on 
our experience without ear plugs, after 
a couple of hours on the road you can't 
hear anything but a roaring in your ears; 
you're so deafened you couldn't pick any 
single sound out of the general racket. 
Ear plugs help maintain your audio sensi- 
tivity and are for that reason a safety 
plus. And best of all, they cut down on 
the mind-numbing, fatiguing effects of 
continuous auditory assault. Our lan- 
guage is full of sayings like, “that noise 
grates on my nerves," and, "it was so 
noisy | couldn't hear myself think." In 
this case Folk Wisdom has brought us 
warning, and ear plugs can provide both 
health in the future and a little peace and 
quiet in which to think right now. © 


Our 1975 all-new mail order catalog is 
the most complete catalog of parts, ac- 
cessories, performance equipment, tools 
and clothing for custom, street, com- 
petition and dirt bikes. The1975 mo- 
torcyclist’s catalog is just the very best 
mail order catalog available anywhere. 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
@@@e0e0208000808680 8 @ 
Please enclose $1.50 postage and 
handling for APO, FPO, and foreign 
countires. 
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Address 
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State Zip 


s 515 N. Victory Blvd.. 
z Burbank, Calif. 91502 
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Our New Z-1 Pipes! 


FCS is now introducing our new Z-1, 
2:1 exhaust header pipes. This quality 
engineered product is designed with an 
inner sleeve to retard bluing; and is 
made of heavy gauge tubing with com- 
puter controlled chrome plating for 
lasting durability. 

See your local dealer for our com- 
plete line of chrome products from FCS 
manufacturing. 

P.O. Box 5245 
Jacksonville, Florida 32216 
904/733-3363 
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Pewter Buckles (with solid brass hooks to insure 
maximum durability and guaranteed not to break 
off). Curved to fit the contour of your waist. 


Any Pewter Buckle $400. 


3/$10.00 
Specify Either Antique Solid Pewter (Silver) 
or Antique Brass Finish (Gold). 

Genuine leather belts (black or brown) $5.00 
1%” width, oil tanned & waxed (sizes 26-46) 
Add 50¢ for postage & handling for each 

item ordered. 
Color Catalogue of over 250 Styles $1.00 
ALL BUCKLES FIT ANY 1Y2” to 2” BELT 


Also Available Special Club and 
Organizational Buckles; Send for Details 
Send To: Alliance American Antique Corp. 
P.O. Box 713, Dept MC-4Midtown Sta., N.Y., N.Y. 1001€ 
= — — — Money Back Guarantee — — — — 


| N.Y. Residents Add 7% Sales Tax. | 





| Enclosed $—— 7 Check D M.O. Model a 
Non PEE 

| Address | 

City. == State = Zip 

jo Master Charge [] Diners [| American Exp. | 
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as a chassis structural member. 

If you're determined to get really good 
handling from your Gentleman's Express, 
you probably will have to do something 
about the swing arm's pivot bearings. In 
many instances these are made of a 
phenolic substance that is light, cheap, 
doesn't require much lubrication—and 
falls woefully short of having the load- 
carrying capacity it needs to cope with 
the stresses it will have to endure in any 
motorcycle that is ridden hard. Swing arm 
pivot bearings aren't subjected to high 
rotational speeds; they do have to carry 
enormously high thrust loadings when a 
bike is banked over in a corner and phen- 
olic simply isn't equal to the occasion. 
Don Vesco's replacement swing arm for 
the racing Yamahas goes to the opposite 
extreme, in having tapered roller bearings 
at the pivot, and there are a couple of 
roller-bearing kits being made for touring 
machines that should be very good. But 
it really isn't necessary to engage in that 
kind of overkill: ordinary bushings ma- 
chined from brass or aluminum will do 
the job, if made and fitted with care. Plain 
metal bushings do require fairly frequent 
lubrication, but they'll serve the purpose 
very well if the shaft is hard enough. 
Unhardened mild-steel shafts will wear 
even when the bearings don't, so the pivot 
journals should be treated to give them 
better wear resistance. You don't want 
a brittle pivot shaft, for obvious reasons, 


SALT Continued from page 95 


rewards to the super-fast, but it adds 
another quiz to the normal examination. 
The quiz has to do with nerve. If you want 
to go really fast on the Salt you can get 
hurt. There have been those, some of 
them drag racers, who came to Bonneville 
mechanically equipped to soar above the 
records but who discovered that to reach 
the pleasant state of having gone fast, 
they had to go fast—and couldn't face it. 

Nobody today wants to go as fast as 
Don Vesco. Last year he established a 
new motorcycle land speed record of 
281.702, 16 mph faster than the previous 
record and 36 mph faster than the record 
before that. Vesco has plenty of nerve; 
always has. And since 1969 he has been 
developing that very specific body of 
knowledge that has to do with stream- 
liners. What he knows has been tamped 
into his current ‘liner at a personal cost 
of $60,000. 

This year, the LSR unthreatened, Vesco 
wanted to go 300 mph. Running early in 
the week for the benefit of CBS Sports 
Spectacular and in cross-winds which 
otherwise would have kept his ‘Silver 
Bird” safely under the tent, the double- 
engined Yamaha quivered and threw itself 
on its right side at 280 mph, blasting 
Molly's California sunset paintjob but 
doing no other significant damage. Vesco 
was back at it later in the week. Still 
showing traces of instability , the Silver- 
bird was clocked at over 259 mph on a 


and that suggests a surface treatment of 


_the steel—case hardening or industrial- 


type chromium plating. 

Should all the measures listed fail to 
improve your bike's handling you can try 
stiffening the swing arm itself, though that 
is a modification we regard as unpromis- 
ing because it is easy to add a lot of 
weight without increasing stiffness to any 
worthwhile extent. Besides, the typical 
standard swing arm, while not a marvel 
of rigidity, is at least adequate. Consid- 
ering the effort involved and the potential 
rewards, the only swing arm modification 
that makes sense is a change in effective 
length. A longer swing arm extends a 
bike's wheelbase and shifts its center of 
gravity forward—both of which are steady- 
ing influences. Unfortunately this kind 
of change entails fabricating a replace- 
ment for the stock swing arm—which isn't 
going to be stiff enough if it's length- 
ened—and the whole thing leads off into 
an engineering/manufacturing project 
best avoided except by those who really 
know what they're doing and are pre- 
pared to do it for days. 

At some point early in your Gentleman's 
Express project you'll discover that all 
touring-type bikes have clearance prob- 
lems when heeled over in a cornering 
attitude. Ride hard, if your bike's tires will 
permit a little sporting excess, and various 
bits of hardware will come into contact 
with the pavement. Get careless and one 
of the contacting bits of hardware may be 
your helmet, as the best of tires only grips 


down record run. Coming back, fighting 
wheel spin and another vagrant breeze, 
Don turned over again, this time trying 
to avoid one of the mile markers. Neither 
Don nor the ’liner was injured this time 
either, but the wind blew and time ran 
out before Vesco could fly the Bird again. 

Naturally, he came to Wendover with 
more than the LSR bike. Back in San 
Diego he had adapted a brace of 250 
cylinder assemblies to a TZ-700 crank- 
case, and with this 500cc Four Don set 
a record at 167.971. That was on Thurs- 
day morning. By Friday he had removed 
one of the 250 cylinder blocks and re- 
placed it with a 350 block, creating what 
was known as a 250-350-500-600. In 
qualifying he ran 166.05 mph, 21 mph 
above the existing mark, and then on 
Saturday morning he averaged 171.324 
mph for another new record, the engine 
turning 11,200 rpm on the down run and 
11,000 rpm on the return. 

Vesco planned to come back later in 
the Fall with his 'liner, when the salt was 
dryer and when there was more of it. 
There is no doubt in his mind that 300 
mph will be attained then. His engines are 
now potent and trouble-free and he knows 
that the Bird will handle properly because 
it handled properly when it flew to a rec- 
ord in 1974. 

Others will have to wait until August of 
1976, when the Salt will take another 
picky look at what they have crafted. At 
Bonneville, even knowing the questions 


doesn't always make the answers easier. 
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the road while it touches the road—and 
grounding a stand or exhaust pipe can 
lift a bike’s rear wheel. Experience with 
a broad range of street machines shows 
us that the first thing to graunch against 
pavement will be a bike’s side stand, so 
you can unbolt that item and toss it away. 
Then you will find that the extension on 
the center stand begins to drag, and that 
will have to be shortened or heated and 
bent up out of the way. 

And after you've fixed the stands so 
they aren’t dragging it probably will be 
the exhaust system that gets you into 
trouble, which raises an interesting ques- 
tion: do you switch to one of the trick 
accessory exhaust systems, or try to work 
with the stock mufflers? There is a tad 
more power to be had using those free- 
flowing accessory systems, and a reduc- 
tion in weight along with (sometimes) an 
increase in cornering clearance. Butsuch 
virtues as the accessory exhaust systems 
may have are, to put it mildly, ‘‘compro- 
mised" by ineffectual muffling. Most of 
them have a short glass-pack section at 
their outlet end, and while that may soften 
the pulses rattling around the exhaust 
plumbing it cannot subdue them to an 
extent satisfactory within the Gentleman’s 
Express concept, not to mention the 
average policeman’s notion of what meets 
the requirements of the law. Paul has a 
four-into-one ''collector" system on his 
Honda, loves it for the effect on power 
and cornering clearance, and frankly 
admits that the racket is more than even 





DUNSTALL GOODIES 
NORTON—HONDA 
KAWASAKI—YAMAHA 
All-inclusive catalog of hundreds of 
chopper, touring & repair parts—$1. 


CHARIOT CYCLE LTD. 


Box 3534, Station "B" 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R2W 3R4 


Langlitz Leathers 


The finest custom made leathers for the 


pleasure or sport rider. Factory direct only. 
Catalog available. 


2443 S.E. DI VISION, PORTLAND, ORE.97202 
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A CAREER WITHOUT COLLEGE? YES! 


Become a (CERTIFIED) Motorcycle Mechanic! 


Approved for Veterans Training — YOU'RE NEEDED NOW! 


Fo 
MACHINE LAB 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 


1445 Skytrooper Road, Daytona Beach, Florida 32015 
Call FREE 1-800-874-0645 
Fla. Residents Call Collect 904/255-0295 


American Motorcycle 
Association 


FOR FREE INFORMATION: 75-11-10 
Name: 
Street: 
City: 
Phone: ( ) 


State: Zip: 


Age:. — Veteran: —— 


P.O. Box 484 
Laredo, TX 78040 


(502) 723-0287 


Tour Master is proud to introduce its new MOTION TRENDS fairing. This is the most complete fairing on the market 
today with all options included at the very competitive price of $199.95. MOTION TRENDS is the best constructed 
and best designed frame mounted fairing available anywhere. Safety as well as styling went into the development 
of this totally new fairing. 

e Made from fiberglass not plastic. Strong hand laminated fiberglass is used throughout. This is the most costly 
but strongest method of construction e Gel-coat for long lasting scratch and chip proof finish. Can be 
cleaned or polished using any type of solvent or cleaner e Extra heavy duty welded steel constructed 

frame mount. e Coverage to below the knees. 


MOTION TRENDS in Black or White 


for 
Honda 1000, 750, 550, 500T, 360 
Kawasaki 900, KZ400 
Suzuki 750, 550, 380 
Yamaha 500, 650 
Moto Guzzi 850 
BMW 


INQUIRIES INVITED 


o 
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A. Clear plexiglass windshield: 3/16" thick. Meets all D.O.T. standards (avail- 
able tinted). 
; B. Snap vents: increase rider comfort. 
N C. Turn signals: built in to meet the new D.O.T. standard-which calls for 
\ 120 visibility. This is the only fairing now offering this safety feature. Sig- 
nal lights are also equipped with a double filament bulb harness which 
also allows for running lights as well as turn signals. 

\ D. Pre-installed Motorcycle Headlight: 50 watt high beam, 40 watt 

\ low beam. 
\ E. Nylon Windshield Screws: no rattle or cracks as with metal screws. 

F. Side Mount Reflectors: for greater safety. 
G. Wiring Harness: built in with quick disconnect plug. ; 
H. Fiberglass Edge Mold: unlike vinyl edge mold fiberglas 
will not deteriorate or lift. 
I. Locking Storage Compartments: MOTION TRENDS is the 
only fairing with uniform, form fitting, fiberglass storage 
covers with key locks. Two compartments large enough to 
hold quarts of oil, gloves, tools, maps, clothing, etc. 


TOUR MASTER P.O. Box 484, Laredo, TX 78040 
Send me MOTION TRENDS. | enclose 
$199.95 Check or M.O. and $14.95 for 
the bracket mounting kit circled: 

Suzuki 380, 550, 750, Kawasaki 900, KZ400, 
Honda 1000, 750, 550, 500T, 360, BMW, 
Yamaha 500, 650, Moto Guzzi 850 

Specify black or white fairing. 


Name 





Address 





City State 





Zip 
No COD. Tex. Res. add 5% sales tax. 
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE __ 
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he can comfortably stand. In that respect 
Paul’s bike is much more Express than 
it is gentlemanly. 

As noted, one attraction of collector- 
type exhaust systems is their lightness 
compared with the average set of stock 
pipes and mufflers. The difference in 
weight is enough to account for some of 
the improvement in performance, which 
is a point to be applied elsewhere on your 
motorcycle. Weight has only a small effect 
on top speed (which isn’t important in this 
context) but it is a very large factor in 
acceleration, as this is very much a func- 
tion of power/weight ratio. For example, 
a stock Honda 500 Four weighs a hair 
under 450 pounds filled with gas, has 
about 40 bhp and, if we use those 
numbers, 11.25 pounds per horsepower. 
Without resorting to extremes, Paul has 
shaved his Honda’s weight down to alean 
405 pounds (most of the difference being 
in the exhaust systems) and that improves 
the pounds/horsepower picture to 10:1 
before any engine modifications are con- 
sidered. Leave the Honda’s weight at the 
stock level and it would need an extra 
five horsepower to achieve the same kind 
of acceleration. 

Motorcycles seem like such sketchy, 
bare-bones machines in standard form 
that weight reduction may strike you as 
being a near impossibility. It isn’t, if you 
look carefully and are willing to pare off 
ounces all over the bike instead of looking 
for one or two big chunks. Just removing 
the side stand will be worth about two 
pounds, on average, and Paul has done 
things like fitting a nylon rear sprocket 
(another two pounds—off the unsus- 
pended weight) and peeling away the 
massive passenger-peg mounts. His 
Honda would kick-start easily, so he re- 
moved the electric starter and dropped 
another seven pounds—with an even 
greater reduction possible by switching 
to a smaller battery. Paul also swears that 
his bike’s alloy rims make each wheel 3% 
pounds lighter than stock, and it may be 
that Honda’s penchant for using heavier 
material than others think necessary has 
been extended to the 500 Four’s steel 
rims. And then there was the switch to 
a Kerker exhaust system, which was 
worth a 20-pound reduction in net weight. 
But most of the pounds came off Paul’s 
Honda in amounts insignificant taken sin- 
gly, and that’s how the weight will come 
off your bike. 

The very last thing you should worry 
about, in creating a Gentleman's Express, 
is how you're going to grab some big 
chunks of horsepower. What you want, 
if you're going to do any engine work, 
is a broad-range increase in output: 
something that is right there every time 
you open the throttles, and no waiting for 
revs or having to downshift to get them. 
How do you accomplish that? With dis- 
placement and compression ratio, mostly, 
because big carburetors and racing-type 
camshafts tend to produce racing-engine 
fussiness—which is impressive for maybe 
the first five minutes of riding, tnereafter 
becoming and remaining a nagging ache 
in the hindquarters. 
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Getting those increases in dis- 
placement and compression ratio isn't as 
easy as it may sound—unless you don't 
mind accepting an assortment of prob- 
lems as a part of the package. You can't 
just whiz a boring bar through an engine's 
cylinders and drop in a set of pistons. 
There are limits in overboring stock cylin- 
ders, and other limits when you try to fit 
oversize cylinder sleeves in an existing 
cylinder block, and some crucial choices 
to be made in the selecting of oversize 
pistons. It all becomes very complicated 
very fast if you're trying to do the job 
right—as Paul Halesworth has discovered 
with his Gentleman's Express Honda 500. 

Paul's first departure from standard 
specification in his Honda CB500 Four 
was a switch to a Yoshimura ‘‘Road and 
Track" camshaft. There usually is a 
trade-off with trick camshafts, in which 
sheer power is purchased at the expense 
of wide-range tractability, but this particu- 
lar Yoshimura part seems simply to inten- 
sify the stock Honda characteristics. 

The cam swap was easy; getting more 
displacement and a higher compression 
ratio wasn't. Paul had such good results 
with the Yoshimura camshaft in his 
Stage-One engine that he opted for 
Yoshimura's 550 kit pistons and rings 
when he decided to reach for more 
displacement. With the cylinders over- 
bored and the pistons installed there was 
a boost in power, and a vastly larger 
appetite for oil. The Yoshimura rings re- 
fused to seal, and the engine was pump- 
ing oil atthe rate of a quart in 200 miles. 

Inspection of the offending rings did not 
encourage further work with the 550 kit. 
Paul decided, instead, to buy a stock 
Honda CB550 cylinder block, bore the 
liners out to 61mm (from 58.5mm) and 
fita set of slightly modified CB750 pistons. 
Honda's pistons are first-rate, and the 
stock rings are superb. 

The above task eventually was com- 
pleted, but not without a lot of difficulty 
and discarded parts along the way. One 
problem was that the CB550 block, which 
has larger cylinders, will not just drop into 
place on a CB500 crankcase. The cylin- 
ders' exposed lower ends are too large 
in diameter to fit the crankcase recesses. 
Before the parts will go together it is 
necessary to either machine the cylinder 
spigots smaller or the case recesses 
larger, and as our Sears lathe doesn't 
have the accessories to do that kind of 
work the job was contracted to a very 
big-name motorcycle speed shop. 

And the speed specialists botched the 
job. They cut the cylinders and the crank- 
case, rather than making just one modifi- 
cation, and followed that mistake with a 
cylinder rebore that only averaged 61mm. 
Somehow they managed to give the bores 
a slightly hourglass form, viewed from the 
side, and made them slightly triangular 
as seen from above. Paul wasn't too 
happy with this, but figured anyone can 
make a mistake and let the same shop 
have a second try—with CB750 cylinder 
liners. They fumbled again, badly distort- 
ing the 750 liners in the course of ma- 
chining them to fit the 550 block. 


Poweroll came to Paul's rescue, fitting 
both the CB500 and CB550 cylinder 
blocks with their own 61mm liners. They 
sent along a set of their pistons, which 
areremachined Honda parts, but because 
these were idiot-proof cut (oversize valve 
pockets and radically shortened skirt) 
Paul decided in favor of a set made in 
Cycle's very own shop. We machined 
around the edges of the CB750 piston 
crown to give it the same height above 
the wristpin as the CB550 piston, and cut 
a bevel leading in from this clearance 
band to give a dome matching the com- 
bustion chamber shape. New valve clear- 
ance pockets were carved, these to suit 
the position of the CB500 valves and the 
overlap-phase lift given by the Yoshimura 
cam. An arched relief low on the piston 
skirt was needed to clear the crankshaft 
counterweights. 

It should be stressed that a minimum 
amount of metal was cut from the CB750 
pistons, and that the pistons we made 
probably would not fit in any other CB500 
engine. The bore/piston clearance would 
be about right, but the crown height, etc., 
very likely would be wrong. Poweroll’s 
converted CB750 pistons provide more 
clearance, top and bottom, and don't 
have to be custom fitted. We did the 
custom job because we wanted a higher 
compression ratio and the longest piston 
skirt that would still clear the crank. 

Along the way, it was also discovered 
that the Honda's cylinderhead had dis- 
torted, and the valve seats no longer were 
concentric with the valve guides. That 
kind of thing is encountered often enough 
in all kinds of engines to make close 
inspection essential. You don't have to 
"blueprint" an engine; just make sure that 
there's nothing badly out of alignment or 
outside recommended tolerances. 

Plan to do some carburetion work, too. 
Paul's Honda needed a slightly larger 
main jet, and the metering needles were 
raised a notch. With those changes, and 
a small reduction in the ignition advance, 
the Honda runs very well; the engine is 
little changed from stock, so equally small 
tuning changes were enough. 

No modifications were made in porting 
or valve sizes/shapes, as the stock con- 
figuration is almost always entirely satis- 
factory when you're building a ‘‘mid- 
range” engine. Relatively small ports, in 
combination with a modest boost in dis- 
placement, give high gas velocities, which 
tend to spread the power over a wide 
range of engine speeds—this being es- 
sential to the Express concept. 

Paul's Honda has a fairly conservative 
engine. Its compression ratio is a point 
higher than stock, the Yoshimura cam is 
mild as such things go, and the dis- 


placement is still only 593cc. But it also. 


is very light, at 405 pounds with the 5.5- 
gallon tank brimming, and it will run with 
the average Kawasaki Z-1—without the 
fussiness that usually characterizes Giant 
Killers. Others who have tried the Hales- 
worth Honda are suitably impressed. The 


bike is subtle, fast and comfortable, the - 


very image of what we mean when we 


say Gentleman's Express. e 
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GENERAL INFORMATION: First word in all non-display classified ads set in bold caps at no extra charge. ALL copy subject to publisher's approval. All 
advertisers using Post Office Boxes in their addresses MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad can be run. Closing 
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FOR SALE 





HARLEY-DAVIDSON 


1969 H-D SERVI car. Wendell Bennett, Platteville. Wisc 
53818. 








NORTON 
NORTON, TRIUMPH, BMW & M V AGUSTA-—Europe's 
best motorcycles—at specially low prices from Europe's 
best dealer—Gus Kuhn's. Write for full information now! 
GUS KUHN MOTORS LTD., 275-277 Clapham Road, 
London SW9 9BJ, England. Tel: 01-733 1002. 


SCOTT 


SCOTT. 650 cc. 1972. Only 1,600 miles. Immaculate. Evans. 
105-12 Linden Tree Lane, Webster, NY 14580. (716) 872- 
6062. 














MISCELLANEOUS $x 
SEND $1.00 for catalog. Parts and accessories. Suzuki, 





Triumph, BMW, BSA. Spa City Cycle Center, 71-4 Church ~ 


Street, Saratoga Springs, New York 12866, Call (518) 584- 
4778. SPECIAL: $2.99 for BMW, Honda oil filters. 





ACCESSORIES 





THROTTLE HELPER 
Counteracts throttle spring tension. - 
Ends forearm fatigue safely. 
Mounts easily inside most 


TWIS PASSIST: 


7/8" handlebars. 
Money back p 
AUN Oe 

U.S. Pat. Y 

3752006 


S8.95 PPD. 

Info on request. 

Dealers inquire. 

Give make & model cycle. 
CMB MFG. CO. DEPT. A 

BOX 57, TEMPE, AZ. 85281 
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NEW! Send 50c incoins for 
COLOR PHOTO CATALOG 
of Road Leathers — Contour 
cut to fit! SHIRTS, JEANS, 
JACKETS, CHAPS, 


: Studded Belts, Wristbands, 
PARR LEATHER SADDLEBAGS. 


OF ARIZONA Dept. 14 
3903 N. 16 St. Phoenix, Arizona 85016 





WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
P.O. Box 5023 * Santa Barbara, Calif. 93108 
DYNOMITE Full Color "Flatrackers" or "Motocrossers 
Decal $1.00. Free Illustrated T-Shirt info included. Gemini 
Shirt Printers, P.O. Box 2707, Rocky Mount, N.C. 27801. 


EMBLEMS custom made, minimum ten, guaranteed six 
weeks delivery. TLMCZ, 1929 East 52nd, Indianapolis. 
Indiana 46205. (317) 257-1424. 











BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 





FREE. BOOK "2042 unique proven enterprises." Work 
home! Hayling-B. Carlsbad, CA 92008. 

DO SIMPLE ADDRESSING—Mailing. Receive $12.95 or- 
ders. Keep S8.00 profit. Details—Rush stamped envelope. 
Distributors, Box 9-ZD. East Rockaway, NY 11518. 








CYCLE INSURANCE 





LOW RATES. Coverage available in most States. Write for 
application. Motorcycle Underwriters, 466-C Main St., Glen 
Ellyn, Ill. 60137. 





CYCLE PUBLICATIONS 





PREVENT BATTERY RUNDOWN! LIGHTGUARD Sounds 
Warning when headlights are left on! Easily installed. $7.95 
Guaranteed. Two Brothers, Box 517CA, Closter, NJ 07624. 


SURVIVAL/GUERILLA/MILITARY — Books/Manuals. Cat- 
alog 50 cents. "Survival" Food Storage List 50 cents. Rush 
to: KEN HALE. (BFC-50), McDonaid. Ohio 44437. - 





GL-1000 ENGINE GUARDS. Blend with engine lines, 
protect cam and valve assemblies, no frame clamps to 
cause rust, 5/8 inch bar finished in aluminum epoxy 
(engine color) five minute installation. 25 cents for bro- 
chure and tip on fuel gauge accuracy. Ray Johnson Enter- 
prises, Dept. C, 9132 Wolverton St., Ventura, CA 93003. 


EMERGENCY REPAIR KITS. Write for information. 911 
West 26th, Austin, TX 78705. 








APPAREL 





FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackets, shirts, 
pants, boots, belts, gloves, vests, helmets, raingear. 
World's lowest prices. Immediate delivery. Catalog 25 
cents. Herm's Leathertogs, Dept. C., 701 Northampton St., 
Easton, Pa. 18042. 


BUG COLLECTORS """rannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnannnnnnnnnnnnn 
STOP plucking bugs from your eye- 
balls!! These cycle riders’ sunglasses 
give full coverage, and come with cable 
earpieces so they can’t fall off. Adjust- 
able triple- braced metal frames, impact- 
resistant optical glass lens in choice of 
yellow, green, or grey. Carrying case included. Fast Delivery. If not 
satisfied, return within 30 days for full refund. Send $5.95 for 1, 
$9.95 for 2, or $13.95 for 3 pairs. Postpaid. For Air-Mail add .50 pe 
pair. Foreign orders add .80 per pair. 


HIDALGO SUPPLY CO., Dept. C 
LO 11505 Chimney Rock Rd., Houston, Texas 77035 











Gordon Jennings’ Guide- 
book to Power. Design 
Formulas for tuned ex- 
haust, port timing, carb 
size and much more for 
the engine modifier. Two 
Stroke Tuner’s Handbook, 
$5.00. 


HOW TO WIN MOTOCROSS, 
official book of the Gary 
Bailey MX School, $5.95. 
2 à MOTORCYCLE TUNING FOR 
PERFORMANCE, how to adjust your carb and igni- 
tion, $5.95. STREET BIKE FUN, riding tips, cafe 
racers, side hacks, $5.95. TRAIL BIKE, how to get 
there and back again, $5.95. HOW TO RIDE OB- 
SERVED TRIALS, riding, scoring, laying out sec- 
tions, $5.95. THE BOONIE BOOK, makes you a 
better dirt rider in 3 weeks, $5.95. MONEYBACK 
GUARANTEE. Order direct from publisher. Send 
name, address, M.O. or check with list of books 
desired. Add 50c per book for shipping. 


H. P. BOOKS Box 5367 Dept. CY 15 Tucson, AZ 
85703 





H.P.BOOKS = 





MANUALS for all bikes, American. Japanese, German, 
Italian and British through 1974. plus tuning and riding 
books. Send today for free catalog. CARBOOKS. Dept. 18, 
Sea Cliff. NY 11579. ne 


Road Rider 


The only motorcycle magazine 
published solely for the touring 


rider. $10.00 for 12 issues, or 
send $1.00 for a sample copy 
to: P.O. Box 678, Dept. E, 
South Laguna, CA 92677 





BIKER MAGAZINE is for the street-riding man. Published 
bi-weekly. Take a 3 month trial subscription for $1.97, or 
subscribe one year (26 issues) for $7.00 and get a nifty 
BIKER pin. BIKER. Box 2610, Long Beach, CA 90801. 


GLEN'S REPAIR and Tuneup Guides for Honda, Kawasaki, 
Suzuki, Triumph. Yamaha. Send for list. Santomasso, 1255 
Boulevard, en, CT 06511. — 





CYCLE SERVICES 





CUSTOM CHROME PLATING, Specialists in cycle and 
antique restoration. Steel or Aluminum. We guarantee both 
our work and delivery dates as quoted. Call or write: 
Jackson Plating Company. 444 East South Street, Jackson, 
MI 49203. Phone: 1-517-782-6200. 

NORTON EXHAUST THREADS repaired, 3 day service. 
Competition Cycle, 2629 National, Milwaukee. Wisc. 
53204. (414) 672-4010. 





EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 


OVERSEAS JOBS—Now hiring. 103 countries, all 
occupations, high pay. free transportation, tax benefits. 
Latest computerized reports—$2.00. TRANSWORLD, 
International Airport, Box 90802-CY. Los Angeles, 
California 90009. 
AUSTRALIA—NEW ZEALAND WANTS YOU!!! 50.000 Jobs! 
Paid transportation! Latest information and forms. $1.00. 
AUSTCO, Box 3623-CY, Long Beach, Calif. 90803. 

OVERSEAS Employment. . Australia, Europe, Asia, South 
America! All occupations! $700-$4,000 monthly! 
Employment International, Box 29217-WY, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46229. 














EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 





CYCLE SALVAGE INC. New, Used. Reconditioned 
Motorcycle Parts. 157 Water Street, New Haven, Conn. 
06511. 1-203-624-4315. 





IF YOU NEED 


PARTS 


Mail Order Service Worldwide. 


arsenate vr 101 DYOLE CITY Inc. 
HONDA PARTS 


Call 516-842-5771 

ONE DAY MAIL WORLDWIDE 
State: Model No., year, frame, & engine nos. 
COMPLETELY NEW 80 PAGE PARTS-ACCESSORY CATALOG 
Send 60¢ postage & handling ($1.50 air) 


HONDA of MINEOLA 


336 Jericho Tpke., Mineola, N.Y. 11501 e (516) 248-5558 

























WARDS RIVERSIDE 
MOJAVE (By Benelli) 
PARILLA 
CAPRIOLO 

MV AUGUSTA 250 
BIANCHI -° 

CAPRI SCOOTERS 


PARTS 


World's largest inventory 
for Italian motorcycles 


Rebuilt Engine Exchanges 
COSMOPOLITAN MOTORS, INC. 
Hatboro, Pa. 19040 
(215) 672-9100 


BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 


SHIPPED SAME DAY 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A 
MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, MA 02056 
Call (617) 384-7555 













KAWASAKI PARTS 
PARTS & SERVICE—MAIL ORDER C.O.D. 


Machine Work & Speed Work All Makes 
Cranks & Rods Rebuilt 
Porting, Boring, Complete Engine Overhauls 


BIG BORE KITS 800/850cc 
for Kawasaki 750 — 
Street & Drag Race Conversions 
for Kawasaki 5008750 
Best E.T.—10:15 Best Top Speed—139.90 
On our own Kawasaki 750 


Send 254 for information and decal 


arlington 


1098 Mass. Ave., Arlington, Mass. 02174 © (617) 648-1300 





BILLETS & REGRINDS 


cycle cams ost. cw 


1502 N El Camino Real / San Clemente, California 92672 








SAN DIEGO MOTORCYCLE SALVAGE. USED parts for all 
makes and models. 2676 Newton Ave., San Diego, CA (714) 
235-6261. 


BMW and NSU Motorcycle complete parts and service 
WEST VALLEY CYCLE SALES, P.O. Box 2068, WINNETKA, 
CALIFORNIA 91306. Mailorders handled promptly. 





Please refer to heading on first page of this section for complete data concerning terms, frequency discounts, closing dates, etc. 





A 


OYAL PHONE: 
: (213) 286-2550 
NFIELD ws: 


Mail Order Parts, Shop Manuals, etc. 
Largest Stock in U.S.A. — Tell us your needs today! 


304 Agostino Rd., San Gabriel, Ca. 91776 











P.O. Box 69694 
West Hollywood, Ca. 90069 
Telephone (213) 652-7266 


Send for your free 60-page catalog. 





HONDA MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS ARE CHEAPER IN 
CENTER, TEXAS. When ordering: parts please give us 
Model, Year, Frame Number and Engine Number. HAYDEN 


* HONDA, P.O. Box 829, Center, Texas 75935. Phone (713) 


598-2330 and 598-2322. 


TRIUMPH 
OF WELLESLEY 









PARTS 
NATIONWIDE 
Mail Order Service 


184 Worcester St. 
Wellesley Hills Mass oz 
617 235 9729 













CALL 
TOLL FREE 


FROM ANYWHERE in U.S.A. 


800-221-9810 


24 HOUR MAIL UPS SERVICE 
on all HONDA PARTS 
NO RIP—OFF 


State Honda Model No.. 
Year, Frame No., Eng. No. 


1845 LINDEN BLVD., BKLYN, 11207 
N.Y. State CALL: 212-257-0230 COLLECT 


S « HONDA 


cC 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ORDER FORM 




















A 1 2 3 4 5 
i 6 7 8 9 10 
: 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 
; 21 22 23 24 25 

EDEN RE 53ER EEE RER: 
31 32 33 34 35 


count as two words; as three words with area code. 


Words $ 1.60 (Commercial Rate) 


O Payment of $ enclosed for 





CHARGE: U] American Express U] BankAmericard 
for insertion(s). You will be billed monthly. 
Account # 


Master Charge Interbank # (4 digits above name) 
SIGNATURE MUST BE PROVIDED BELOW 


PRINT NAME 


WORD COUNT: Include name and address. Name of city (Des Moines) or of state (New York) counts as one word each. Zip Code numbers not 
counted. (Publisher reserves right to omit Zip Code if space does not permit.) Count each abbreviation, initial, single figure or group of figures or 
letters as a word. Symbols such as 35mm, COD, PO, AC, etc., count as one word. Hyphenated words count as two words. Telephone numbers 


$ 1.00 (Reader Rate) 








O Diners Club SS 


Expiration Date 


insertion(s). 
LJ Master Charge 











ADDRESS 








CITY 





HONDA vw 10 30% DISCOUNTS 


32 Page PARTS & ACCESSORY CAT. $1.00 


NGK PLUGS Elcinore -4 for only $7.56 


Other Hondas (5/Same) for only $3.95 
BELL SUPER MAGNUM HELMETS only $42.95 
Post.-Hand.-Ins.-add $.79 for plugs $1.89 for helmets. 
Send check or money order to GenParts, P.O. Box 600, 
Chester, N.J. 07930. N.J. Res. add 5% Sales Tax. Thank 
you again. 








SUZUKI PARTS: Large inventory— Champion Motorcycles, 
840 Main, St. Charles, Illinois 60174. 





HONDA 


PARTS & ACCESSORY 
WAREHOUSE 


WE’RE NUMBER 
ONE FOR 
ACTION 4'S - DUNLOP 
KONI - BELL - NGK 
YOSHIMURA - WIXOM 
VETTER—AND MORE 


CARR’S HONDA 


6800 N. CLARK CHICAGO IL 60626 
312-274-7777 


INCLUDE: MODEL,YEAR,SERIAL NO. 





I 
X SUPER FAST SERVICE on NEW AND USED d 


tok Ok ok ok kok 


HONDA PARTS 


STOCK - CUSTOM - HI-PERFORMANCE 
Send frame, engine and model numbers! 


BUENA PARK HONDA — 714-521-3642 
8461 Commonwealth Buena Park, Cal. 90621 


DISCOUNTS TO DEALERS AND REPAIR SHOPS 
Send 50c for Honda wing decal and price lists. 


kK Kk 


x 
x 
x 
x 
x 


* 


FO Ok kk kkk ok $$ a a a kk 











HONDA, YAMAHA & HUSKY 


Parts Warehouse 


Any part or accessory for street, mx 
or enduro. Dealers & repair shops 
welcome. Wholesale & Retail. 


Riff’s Cycle Center, Inc. 
Rt. 1, Langhorne, PA 19047 215-752-0243 










BULTACO PARTS. Porting, Polishing, Boring, Cranks Re- 
built, All Makes, Aluminum Welding. Competition Cycle, 





Another Powroll Performer 
Increase displacement of your Honda 500-4 
to 591cc's, or 651cc's. 

Powroll offers a complete range of Bore 
Kits and other related High Performance 
Products for Hondas and Kawasaki 4-strokes. 


Send 50c for Model Information 
or $1.50 for Complete Catalog 
or See Your Local Dealer. 





P.O. Box 1206 A11 * Shevlin Park Road 
Bend, Oregon 97701 * Phone (503) 382-6395 





SPECIAL INTEREST. 
RECORD CATALOG. 


Spectacular sound! Stereo testing! 
Background music and sound effects! 
Special Interest Records available 
exclusively from Ziff-Davis. 

Send for your free Record Catalog — 
Ziff-Davis Publishing Co., Dept. 23, 
One Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016. 


1975 CYCLE BUYERS GUIDE 


MOTORCYCLE CATALOG SECTION— 

nearly 275 bikes, with photos and 

technical descriptions € ACCES- 

SORIES DIRECTORY—photos, tech 

descriptions and prices on helmets, 

gloves, goggles, jackets, wind- 

shields, tools, tires and more ® 

MINIBIKES, MINICYCLES, AND 
MOTO-BICYCLES CATALOG SECTION e ROAD TESTS 
ON '75 MODELS e TEN BEST CYCLE BUYS e 
Plus: State Motorcycle Laws @ Bike Index by Dis- 
placement Category ® Motorcycle Distributors e 
Listing of Major Competitions. It’s the whole bag— 
and your next bike is here! Order your copy from 
Cycle Buyers Guide, Consumer Service Division, 595 
Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10012. Enclose $2.25 
($1.95 plus 30c postage and handling). Outside 
U.S.A. $3.00 postpaid. Residents of Calif., Col., 
Fla., Il., Mich., Mo., N.Y. State, D.C. and Tex. add 
applicable sales tax (postage and handling charges 
non-taxable). 
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IT'S NEW FOR CYCLE BUFFS! | 













CYCLE TRADER will be published 
monthly to advertise deals for wheels 
between private parties. Each issue will 
be chock full of classified advertising of 
Motorcycles and Parts & Accessories. 


CLEAN OUT YOUR GARAGE 


Somebody wants to buy your Cycle, 
whole or part. A low-cost ad in CYCLE 
TRADER will turn those wheels into 
money. Rates are just 10c per word. 
Minimum ad accepted is 20 words 
($2.00). 10 Pt. BOLD FACE is 20c per 
word. 12 Pt. B.F. is 25c per word. 
Abbreviations are counted as words. 



















ACT NOW. MAIL YOUR AD and 
CHECK TODAY! 










BE A CHARTER SUBSCRIBER OR 
GIVE A SUBSCRIPTION AS A XMAS 
GIFT. 







Great idea. Here is my check for: 
O $6.00 for 1 yr. $11.50 for 2 yrs. 
(1$16.00 for 3 yrs. 








Name: 
Add: 
City. Or: 


CYCLE TRADER 
P.O. Box C 451, Chatsworth, Ca. 91311 






Zips 










PARTS - MANUALS 
YAMAHA PENTON 


1 Day Shipping. 
FREE Decal with self- 


WE STOCK 
60 National 
+ Brands 

Street — MX 


Cafe — Custom 


addressed, stamped envelope 50 cents for Catalog 


DJ J WISCONSIN'S LARGEST 
S YAMAHA DEALER 

17550 W. Blue Mound Rd. Brookfield, Wisc. 53005 
(414) 786-8390 








EUROPEAN TOURING 





TOURING EUROPE? The cheapest way is by motorcycle. 
Write now to Europe's biggest and best dealer, Elite 
Motors of London, for details of their exclusive “buy-back” 
scheme. Hundreds of new and used models from stock, 
plus accessories, clothing, insurance, etc. Elite Motors, 
844-965 Garratt Lane, Tooting Broadway, London SW17 
OLP, England. Tel: 01-672 1200. 





INSTRUCTION 





MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC. Train at home in spare time. 
Make good money in motorcycle shop or start own busi- 
ness. Motorcycle tools, test instruments included. Write for 
facts: Dept. EAC85, North American School/Motorcycle 
Repair, 4500 Campus Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92663. 





GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 





U.S. GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY. How, Where 
to buy 100,000 items (including Jeeps) ... low as 2 cents 
on dollar! Most complete information available $2.00. 
SURPLUS DISPOSAL, Box 6586-WY, Washington, D.C. 
20009. 





RECORDS, HI-FI AND ELECTRONICS 





FREE RECORD COLLECTION—Reviewers wanted. Each 
month we ship you new record releases to rate. Anyone 
can qualify. All you pay is postage. You pay nothing for the 
records. Applicants accepted on first come basis. Write: 
Research CY, 6162 Washington Circle, Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin 53213. 








INVENTIONS WANTED 





INVENTIONS IDEAS 
WANTED 


Manufacturers Need New Products. Your invention, new 
product or idea developed for cash / royalty sales by 
Professional Organization. 


"No Idea Is Too Small"x 
Free Booklet: How to Safeguard. Develop 
and Market Your Ideas to Industry" 
LAWRENCE PESKA ASSOCIATES 
500 Fifth Ave., Dept. JJ, N.Y.C. 10036 
Phone (212) 354-9696 


* A trademark of Lawrence Peska Associates, Inc. 
| ERS er EEE 





RESORTS & TRAVEL 









CYCLETREK 


EAST AFRICA 


Big Game, Beaches, and Bikes 


3-week, 1800-mile motorcycle 
safaris in Kenya for the best 
biking time of your life. Send 
for free, illustrated brochure. 
Afrotrek Ltd. 42 East Avenue 

==. Rochester, N.Y. 14604 

















PERSONALS 


CONTRACEPTIVES by mail! Samples, $1.00. Details. 
FREE. Write: Plain Brown Wrapper, Box 9258-Z, San 
Diego, CA 92109. 











New sex manual from Europe tells you WHAT TO DO HOW TO DO IT 
WHEN TO DO IT Over 150 explicit photos in color and b&w of a live, unafraid, 
nude couple in a variety of pre-coital and coital positions. Explores the whole 
field of physical love, including the building of sexual power, sexual stimulation, 
techniques for building passion, and more. Over 1/2 million copies sold at 
$12.95. Now available in soft cover from Adam & Eve exclusively for just $8.95. 
Large 12"x 9" Uncensored and unabridged. Complete satisfaction guaranteed 
or money refunded in full 


Available exclusively by mail for $8.95 from A 
ADAM & EVE, 105 N. Columbia, Dept. DCYE-7, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514 “EVE 


CONDOMS BY MAIL! 


Your choice of the best men’s contraceptives 
Sample — Trojans, NuForm, exciting new JADE and 27 
Pack other brands. Plain, attractive package assures 
ME privacy. Service is fast and guaranteed. Sample 
UNE pack of 12 assorted condoms: $3. Catalogue 
hx je] alone: 25¢. Over 50,000 satisfied customers. 
Write today: POPLAN, Dept. DCYE-6, 
105 N. Columbia, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514 


















MISCELLANEOUS 








IDENTIFICATION Cards, send stamped self-addressed 
envelope for samples. NIPCOF, 727 North Main, Las 
Vegas, Nevada 89101. - i M 
SLEEP LEARNING. Hypnotic Method, 9296 effective. 
Details free. ASR Foundation, Box 23429 EG, Fort Lauder- 
dale, Florida 33307. i-e £ 
LITHOGRAPHS airplane, automobile, railroad: ard other 
subjects. Send $1.00 for catalogue. “COLLECTORS SER- 
IES,” Dept. CY. Box 7919. Chicaqo. Illinois 60680. 














Designed specificall 





RACKS and BACK RESTS 









HONDA Advertiser’s Ind 

BMW SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR MON vertiser s Index 
MOTO GUZ DIFFERENT MAKES OF BIKES wc 

KAWASAKI Te pura ae Acton Fou m 





Alliance American ... 
33 American Honda 
American Honda 


construction; Heli-Arc welding (not seen); Light- 
weight (4 lbs); Triple-polished with protective 
coating; Wi t rust... just wash to clean; Choice 
B inserts (shown) or sure-grip surface. 
























120 





e in high or low profiles. 


00 FOR INFORMATION. 


729 W. ANAHEIM ST. 

















55 


29 


39 


LONG BEACH, CAL. 90813 2a ER 
213 - 4353429 Chariot Cycle . 
54 Circle Industries 


American Honda Oil. 













American M/C Institute .. 
Bates Leather Shop. 





Bullworker ... 








Creative Enterprises 
Cycle Engineering 
Gycle Gear... eed edet um 
Cycle Jac 
Cycle Trader... 





Discount Rider .. 










































L th rs 52 Eastman Kodak .... 
ea e mum Esco C.B. Mart.. s 
Florida Cycle Supply .......................s 113 
No 1! 30 Ford... 
a a Ford... 
Freedom Industries _.............204 90 
Bates Leathers are Number One by Goodyear 
over 4 to 1. That's what a survey for 23 Harley-Davidson .... 
Cycle magazine of the actual pur- Headline Printers 
chases made by a selected group of Honda of Minneola 
its readers showed. Hooker Headers .... 
Why such loyalty and popularity? 22 Indian Motorcycles 
What's the reason professional and 53 Jardine Headers .... 
pleasure riders alike specify Bates 32 ^ Jeep; A ncs eco os 
Leathers—and wait to get Bates when Kawasaki.. 
they might possibly make an instant 31 Kawasaki = 
purchase of a lesser brand? 51) — KK M7C Supply; ineo EO 
Is the reason Bates Leathers are Langlitz Leathers 
best because they're hand-cut and 37 Lester Tire & Wheel.. 
custom tailored? Is it the choice of 47 Lockhart Industries .. 
over 24 colors of top-grain leather? Lorillard /Newport.. 
Is it the fact you-can design your own Lorillard/Old Gold 
Leathers for stripes, colors, pockets MEM CO ss 
and so forth? M/C Acces. Corp. 
Perhaps it’s the uncompromising National Products... 
quality of Bates workmanship in a National Systems 
world that seems to lack quality these Nationwide Plastics . 
days. Maybe it’s because top profes- Number One Prod. 
sional riders in the world — men who Outriders: 
know, like Agostini, Gary Nixon, Phil 46 XP Panasonic 
Read, Yvon DuHamel, Ole Olsen, Paul Racecrafters/Kerkerte 
Smart, Dick Mann, Dave Aldana, Rack Factory 
Barry Sheene, Gary Scott and many R.C. Engineering ne e a at 
others — wear Bates Leathers. R.J. Reynolds/Camel... 
Whatever the reasons for Bates R.J. Reynolds/Salem ... 
superiority, why not design and order S.C. Eng./Cisco .... 
a set for yourself and find out what so 48  Shelby-Dowd... 
many others already know . . . the joy 49 S&W Engineered .. 
of owning the very best of something! Suzuki Fun Center ... 
Our free catalog contains all the in- Tombstone Cycle 
formation you need. You may order ‘Tourmasten scant ene 
For free catalog, write to: through your Dealer or direct. Bates 28 US. Army 
BATES INDUSTRIES, INC. Leathers are easy to order by mail... lasse 
Box 240-CL, Long Beach, Calif. 90801 as riders in some 60 different coun- ase Namaha 


tries around the world can tell you. 











PRINTED IN U.S.A. 
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«| Here's the ideal solution to the problem of keep- 
M ing all your records and tapes stored neatly, 
| safely, conveniently and attractively. A complete 
| set of matched storage cases, designed by the 
editors of STEREO REVIEW magazine, for your 
| records and all your tapes: cassette, cartridge 
L| and 7" reel. Now you can keep them side-by- 
side on your bookshelf or cabinet, easy to iden- 
tify and readily available. 

These cases are sturdily constructed and cov- 
ered in a handsome leatherette. The outer case 
is elegantly embossed in gold and comes in your 
choice of three popular decorator colors—black, 
brown and green—so that they lend themselves 
readily to the decor of any room. 


STEREO REVIEW large capacity storage cases | 
are just what you've been looking for—they’re |. 
the ideal solution to keeping your records and ` 
tapes neatly stored for easy use. 


(A) 60-unit cassette case. 1314” high x 1254” deep x 514” wide. 

(B) 30-unit cassette case. 1314” high x 614” deep x 51⁄2” wide. 

(C) 12-unit cartridge case. 1314” high x 614” deep x 414” wide. 

Units A, B and C have tilted compartments to prevent spillage 
and include pressure sensitive labels for titling. 

(D) 6-unit 7" reel case. 8” high x 714” deep x 5" wide. Holds 
reels in original boxes. 

(E) 20-unit 12" record case. 1314" high x 1214” deep x 314” 


wide. Holds records in original jackets. s 
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CHARGE YOUR ORDER TO YOUR AMERICAN 








B 
E] EXPRESS, BANKAMERICARD, MASTER 
| CHARGE OR DINERS CLUB ACCOUNT. 
Ae HRY GEL A DB EHH T f LRL 
ZIFF-DAVIS SERVICE DIVISION, DEPT. JJ, CY 1175 


595 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10012 

Please send me the following Storage Cases: 

— —— —60-unit Cassette Cases (9 $17.95 each; 3 for $49.95 
30-unit Cassette Cases @ $12.95 each; 3 for $34.95 
12-unit 8-Track Cartridge Cases @ $9.50 each; 3 for $24.95 a 
6-unit 7” Reel Cases @ $6.95 each; 3 for $18.50 r 
— — — —20-unit 12” Record Cases (9 $7.50 each; 3 for $19.95 


ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE ALL POSTAGE AND HANDLING 
CHARGES. 
Outside U.S.A. add $1 for each case ordered. 


Check color for back of case (sides in black only): 
O Brown L] Green Black 


[IP ENCLOSED IS $ 
[] CHARGE: [] BankAmericard 
U] American Express 


Account #. 

Master Charge Interbank # 

Signature. 
Print Name 
Address 


City. State. Zip. 
Residents of Calif., Col., Fla., III., Mich., Mo., N.Y. State, D.C. and 
Tex. add applicable sales tax. 
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O Master Charge 
O Diners Club 


Exp. Date. 
(4 numbers over your name) 
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Information 
Service 

Here’s how you can get additional information at no charge, concerning 
products and services advertised in this issue, and items mentioned in the 
New Products Editorial Section. 
1. Clip one of the coupons. Print or type your name and address where 
indicated. Be sure to include Zip Code. 
2. Please circle the number on the coupon which corresponds to the number 
at the bottom of the advertisement, or New Products Editorial Listing, for 
which you want additional information. (Key numbers for advertised products 
also appear in advertiser's index on the opposite page.) 
3. Paste the coupon on a government post card or place it in an envelope 
and mail to: 
CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 


4. Your request for information will be forwarded to the appropriate compa- 
nies. Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for them to fill your requests. 
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92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 


CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 
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92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 


CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 
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LETTERS Continued from page 25 


area is slowly catching up to where com- 
panies like Butler and Avon were in the 
early Sixties. However .. . 

1) The claim that a good fairing can 
enhance handling at touring speeds is 
mysterious. While it’s true that the front 
wheel is held more firmly to the road by 
the weight of a device the machine was 
never designed to carry, it does not follow 
that handling is improved by the addition. 

2) The Dunwright Daytona “appears to 
be patterned after the top half of a full 
race fairing.” | looked at the picture from 
every angle, but was unable to reach a 
similar conclusion. To me it looks identical 
to the top half of an Avon touring fairing. 
And is easily the best looking product 
shown. 

3) The Jacwal Superwedge—"‘radical 
... a fresh approach to fairing design." 
(!) Has Mr. Mendel never once looked at 
pictures of the fairings which shrouded 
the grand prix racers of the late Fifties? 
They’re called dustbins and Fi-glass Ltd. 
marketed a model for touring bikes. 


Dreadful Triton 
Newfield, New York 


GARDEN STATE BREAKTHROUGH 
After much fighting, screaming, and 
petition-signing on the part of us N.J. 
motorcycle delinquents, the noble men in 
Trenton and the heads of the Parkway 
Commission have opened up their hearts 
to us. Starting November 1, 1975 through 
to November 1, 1976, we have equal 
rights with four-wheelers on the Garden 
State Parkway. | do, however, still suspect 
a strong dislike on some people’s part 
to let motorcycles ride their road. You see, 
while reading an article about the inci- 
dent, | came across a very curious state- 
ment that a spokesman for the Parkway 
Commissioner was quoted as saying: 
"We'll treat them just like people." Real 
nice of the bastard, don’t you think? 
Paul Knowlton 
Roselle Park, New Jersey 


CB 400F 

| had been planning to write to you and 
your magazine staff concerning how ex- 
cellently my CB 400F is performing. After 
reading your September issue, especially 
the Suzuki GT 380 article, | had to write 
to express my views. | have riden my CB 
400F for 8,000 miles in the past five 
months without the slightest problem. | 
made a quick 10-day, 4000 mile trip to 
Phila., Pa., from Breckenridge, Colo. 
through 700 miles of rain, to return with 
the bike still working perfectly. | had read 
your March issue on the road test of the 
CB 400F to find it extremely accurate right 
down to the 46 mpg fuel consumption 
rate. With the Sept. issue and the test of 


- the Suzuki GT 380, | was totally impressed 


with the quality of the article because last 
year | owned a GT 380. | was real sur- 
prised to discover that your cycle test 
revealed what | experienced with the GT 
380. It is a tough match to really separate 
the two bikes. I totally enjoyed them both. 
122 


So much, in fact, that | traded my CB 400F 
in for a totally new experience in cycling 
that combines the assets of both the CB 
400F and the GT 380. | am now the happy 
owner of a R75 BMW and am looking 
forward to many enjoyable hours of dis- 
covering Colorado's pulchritudinous 
wonders. 
Patrick Ludgate 
Breckenridge, Colorado 


BACK YARD BLUES 

It is possible that all those two-stroke 
fumes are getting to me and I’m going 
soft in the head, but the last several issues 
of Cycle have been real collector's cop- 
ies—not just the 25th Anniversary Issue. 
Your Editorial, in particular, on the Sierra 
Club recruiters on their m-x'ers had me 
shaking my head in agreement almost as 
vigorously as l've been shaking my fist 
atthe same element in my own back yard 
(literally). | live in a suburban residential 
neighborhood, made ali the more charm- 
ing (but not safer) by an undeveloped, 
wooden ravine of 60 acres which touches 
many property lines, my own included. 
Since | moved into what was then a new 
house six years ago, scores of trees in 
this ravine have been felled by a few of 
my more irate neighbors in an attempt to 
stop bike riders from blasting through the 
ravine at all hours with open exhausts. 
The bikers have retaliated by blazing new 
trails around obstructions and by ripping 
out the signs erected by the city which 
read "No Motorcycles" and casting them 
into the creek, along with their beer bot- 
tles, spark plugs and oil cans. 

Being a biker, | tried to reason with the 
offenders when | could catch them. In- 
variably, they argued that they had (have) 
a "right" to ride there since the city has 
given them no other place to ride. Most— 
but not all—are juveniles and most of them 
are more intent on impressing each other 
than on growing in the sport, as their 
clapped-out bikes attest. The police have 
cited a few but simply can't catch most 
of them. This situation is sadly typical of 
one that exists in many parts of the county 
and state, and it underlies the average 
citizen's hostility to 'cyclists, since the 
outlaw element is either behind bars or 
spending most of its time in them. For me, 
personally, the on-going ‘‘war’’ has 
turned a pleasant, pastoral ravine into a 
battle zone of sawed-off trees, garbage, 
trampled brush, tire tracks and discarded 
bit-and-pieces. Who do | blame? Well, | 
don’t totally excuse the manufacturers, 
who peddled the ''go anywhere on your 
"line for several years, but 
the real blame is with a culture which 
excuses this brand of environmental as- 
sault as preferable to drug abuse or resi- 
dential burglary—supposedly the only 
other recreational pursuits available to 
teenage youth. 

This experience, not unique I’m con- 
vinced, has soured me on dirt bikes and 
most of the magazines which cover that 
scene—even though the magazines print 
the "Less Sound, More Ground" motto 
and other such injections conscientiously. 
Please don’t go overboard on the dirt- 


diggers. | haven’t joined the Sierra Club 
yet but it has so affected me that | won't 
take pen in hand to fight them on the Al- 
pine Lakes wilderness proposal and plans 
to keep bikes out of certain areas. 

Other points: you've been knocking the 
CB450 cum CB500T heavily, confirming 
the old "swing of the pendulum" axiom 
after having termed the CB450 near per- 
fect back in '69 or ’70. Alright, it’s been 
upstaged, by the CB550 and the TX500. 
| could argue that my K5 is marvelously 
smooth, handles corners at 20 over with 
ease, and is more "British" than any other : 
Japanese bike (for whatever that is worth) 
in styling and understatement, but my real 
gripe is reference to the engine as ‘‘soul- 
less" or words to that effect. The CB500T 
styling is more contrived and the engine 
may be more subdued, yet even that 
cast-up has an engine which is visually 
exciting and, presumably, a relevation as 
the tach needle gets closer to its nine 
grand redline. Yes, it lacks temperament 
but it’s hardly a monument to Morpheus 
or a plain-Jane approach on the order 
of the KZ400. Because it is overbuilt, it 
is probably doomed from a cost stand- 
point—just as the Ducati singles are 
doomed. 

On a related point, Phil Schilling's 
boxed comparison of the then-and-now 
X-6s was very good—I hope you'll do that 
from time to time with other models. Here 
again, you've condemned the “now” 
Hustler for its lack of temperament in your 
road test which somewhat ignores. the 
charisma inherent in a reliable engine, 
one you seemingly can't kill with a stick. 
The original X-6 was wild and dangerously 
unreliable. You could enjoy it, but you 
couldn't love it. 

Patrick Halstead 
Seattle, Washington 


SCOTT CLOUGH 
One ofthe most refreshing letters | have 
read appears in the “Letters” column of 
the September issue of Cycle. Scott 
Clough expended the effort to report an 
erroneous speed estimate in the article, 
""Rd-350 for the Racetrack,” June, 1975. 
He further gave credit to Bob Tigert, a 
competitor of his, and finally, offered 
some performance tips to the readers of 
CYCLE. I do not know either of these men 
other than observing their names in mag- 
azines. Clough, however, should certainly 
be commended for his unselfish, mature 
attitude. : 
R. B. Burnside: 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Address all correspondence to: Cook 
Neilson, ‘Letters,’ CYCLE Magazine, 
780-A Lakefield Road, Westlake village, 
California, 91.361. Y 


RETAIL DISPLAY PLAN 
All magazine retailers in the United States 
and Canada interested in earning:an al- 
lowance for the display and sale of publi- 


cations of the Ziff-Davis Publishing Com- 
pany are invited to write for details. Sales 
Manager, Select Magazines, 229 Park 
Ave. South, New-York; N.Y. 10003. 
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Fenjoy. Itsa good cigarette. 
good penthol. And the crus 
boxes rightfor me. . "f 

-  lenjoy smoking. At 
in the box is why. 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 


M 


19 "N 13 mg Aicotine av; per pigarette, FTC Report MAR, 75. 


















Only Indian makes it, the world’s smallest complete 
motorcycle built especially for your youngster. An 
incomparable gift, it weighs only 57 pounds and is 
18” high. Simple to operate and amazingly safe, 
detuned to go 10 m.p.h., but easily tuned to go faster 
as your boy grows. The Mini Mini starts easily, no 
shifting, front and rear shoe brakes, swing arm, tel- 
escopic forks, kill button, chrome spoke wheels, com- 
petition number plate and optional training 
wheels. The Mini Mini has to be seen to be 
believed. i 


The ° 
Motorcycle Company 


CIRCLE NO. 22 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


